

Unisex uniform . . . the new square rig, with shallower vee-neck* 
modelled by LW(PHOT) Penny Taylor of FOSF Photographic Unit and 
SA Neil Morris of HMS Marlborough, Picture; LA(PHOT) Steve Wood. 
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by the Navy in Scotland. 


. . . and so does their new Miss Globe 
and Laurel, 19-year-old Sherene Fogg, 
crowned at Butlin’s holiday camp, 
Pwllheli, Sherene, from Bury in 
Lancashire, works for the Halifax 
Building Society, And she plans to 
open her charity account with the 
Royal Marines when she takes part in 
a sponsored abseil at HMS Dryad, 
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Bell-bottom 
effect is to 
stay as new 
rig is given 
go-ahead 


THE WIDEST EVER range of changes in Naval uniform has been approved by the Navy 
Board - including a new cut to improve traditional square-rig uniform, standardised cloth¬ 
ing for officers and senior rates, and development of a “crewsuit” as the core garment of 
a new action clothing system. But the last vestiges of the bell-bottom are to stay after all. 


There was a change of heart after 
Navy News revealed in 1994 the plans 
to dispense with flared trousers in 
junior rates' square-rig uniform - the 
traditional and best-known sailor's 
garb worn now for ceremonial. 


It has been decided to retain some flare 
in the trousers for aesthetic reasons - the 
uniform simply looks wrong without it. 

There will* however, t>e more substantial 
Changes to the square-rig jacket or "jumper" - 
with the aim of easing production and improving 
the garment without offending tradition. 


For the first time square-rig uniform will he 
worn by all junior ratings - including female 
sailors and, from 1997, artificer apprentices and 
technicians who at present wear Class HI uni¬ 
form* a rig originally worn by petty officers. 

Also for the first time the kill has gained the 
Navy's official recognition - regulations are 
being amended to formalise the practice by 
"several officers of Celtic ancestry* who have 
worn kills with mess undress. 

The Navy Board agrees that the practice is 
"harmless* colourful and supported bv several 
very senior officers." Now the rules will allow 
entitled officers to wear Scottish* Irish* Welsh* 
Cornish or Manx kilts with mess undress - 
although they wilt not be provided at public 
expense (and there arc no regulations dictating 
what officers must wear beneath their kilts). 

Given the boot 

Among the casualties of the shakc-up arc the 
heavy "steaming boots” whose unyielding char¬ 
acteristics are familiar to generations of sailors. 
Replacement footwear is under development* 

At the other end of the scale there is to be a 
trial of synthetic material to replace the gold in 
officers* sleeve lace and on their caps, The 
advantage of cotton viscose on sleeves and syn¬ 
thetic gold wire on caps Ls that the material docs 
not fade and is less expensive than the current 
doth which has two per cent gold content. 

'Hie changes are embodied in the Review of 
RN Clothing - or The Hobbs Report - compiled 
by Cdr David Hobbs, project officer at the 

• Turn to back page 


500 jobs to go as RMAS loses ports task 


PRIVATISATION of most of the tasks of 
the Royal Maritime Auxiliary Service 
will reduce its strength from over 
1,200 to fewer than 200 personnel. 

Following market testing of the Marine 
Services Organisation, Armed Forces 
Minister Nicholas Soames announced in a 
Parliamentary answer that the Denholm- 
SERCO consortium had successfully bid 
for the bulk of the RMASs responsibilities 
- the provision of port services in the Naval 


bases of Portsmouth, Plymouth and Clyde. 

The take-over, set for July 6, would entail 
an overall reduction of 500 jobs - 45 per 
cent of the RMAS H s current strength - and 
a cut of just over a third In the Service's 
350-vessel fleet. 

About ISO people would remain 
employed by the RMAS, and the rest of 
those not being made redundant would 
have the option to transfer to the new oper¬ 
ators. RMAS vessels required by the con¬ 
sortium would be leased to them. 


The move Is expected to save £105 mil¬ 
lion over ten years* 

The RMAS, whose bid for the ports con¬ 
tract failed, will continue to operate the 
much smaller moorings and buoys task, as 
well as armaments freighting, with a total of 
just six vessels* 

A spokesman for the RMAS told Navy 
News that the greatly reduced organisation 
is now likely to move its headquarters from 
Bath to Pembroke Dock, 
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Quarters rent rises to be lower in future 


FUTURE rises in rents for Service 
family quarters are not expected 
to be as large as the ten to 25 per 
cent increases this year, says the 
Armed Forces Pay Review Body. 

The rises, announced with this 
year's pay award, will be staged in 
proportion with the wage increase. 
The lowest rise in charges will apply to 
the lowest grade of accommodation, 
with the 25 per cent increase being 
applicable only to superior quarters of 
Grade 1 standard. 

The Review Body says that over two 


decades up to the early 1990s a widen¬ 
ing gap opened up between charges 
for married quarters and comparative 
rents of civilian properties - and the 
gap proved to be greater for superior 
quarters than for those of lower quali¬ 
ty. 

Use of council rents as the sole 
comparator has for some time been 
considered as no longer appropriate. 
So this year the AFPRB studied the 
cost of a broad range of housing avail¬ 
able to civilians. Although the gap will 
continue to be closed “over a consid¬ 
erable number of years", the Review 


Body has pledged that increases in 
charges do not result in a net 
decrease in pay for any Service per¬ 
sonnel. 

Also, an abatement of 30 per cent is 
applied to family quarters and single 
accommodation charges in recogni¬ 
tion that Service people lack choice, 
the right to buy and security of tenure. 

Shortly before Navy News went to 

R ress a letter was sent to all units giv- 
lg more details of the rises. 
Meanwhile, seperate proposals by 
the Ministry of Defence to transfer the 
married quarters estate to the private 


sector has attracted strong interest 
from companies and consortia. 

Lord Henley, Parliamentary Under¬ 
secretary of State for Defence, 
announced in reply to a Parliamentary 
question, that a full Information 
Memorandum had been issued to 
qualified bidders. 

He said a final decision to proceed 
with the sale would only be made if an 
appropriate price was offered. 
Potential purchasers will be allowed to 
make unescorted external inspections 
of the MQ estate lying outside military 
bases, but are not permitted close 


inspection, access to homes, or to 
contact residents. 

Any attempts by bidders to do so 
should be reported to the Housing 
Project Team at the Ministry of 
Defence (tel. 0171 218 5163). 

• Twenty-four surplus MQs at 
Rosyth and 26 at Deal are being 
offered for sale under the Service 
Personnel Discounted Scheme since 
the closure of military bases there. 

Applications to the Joint Service 
Housing Advice Office must be in by 
April 15 (see JSHAO Bulletin No. 157). 





Pirates on the Tees . . . 


Majority against 
ending gays ban 

A SERVICES report on the impact of ending the Armed 
Services' exclusion of homosexuals has concluded that it would 
undermine morale and fighting power. 


The report by a specially consti¬ 
tuted policy assessment team 
found tnat more than 75 per cent 
of Service people were against the 
ban being lifted. A postal survey 
involved more than 13,000 Service 
people, including 3,000 members 
of the Royal Navy. In a parallel 
survey by the assessment team, 
1,700 answered a questionnaire. 
Eight hundred letters were 
received. 

Overall, 77 per cent of respon¬ 
dents were against a policy change 
- representing 83 per cent of men 
and 53 per cent of women. 

Friction 

The report says that while there 
were no concerns about the brav¬ 
ery or ability of homosexuals, lift¬ 
ing the ban would lead to friction, 
resentment and anxiety among 
Service people and would be dis¬ 
ruptive to military priorities. 
Concerns voiced by Ministry of 
Defence staffs emphasised that the 
military requirements of trust and 
cohesion would be jeopardised 

Other problems likely to arise 


should the ban be lifted included: 

• Possible difficulties in inter¬ 
action with other Allied forces in 
which homosexuality is not permit¬ 
ted. 

• Possible reluctance of parents 
to allow their offspring to join the 
Services. 

• The problem of reassuring 
other Service people about the 
true risk of AIDS transmission 
would be serious, even though the 
risk would be low. 

• Strong, informal opposition. 

The report discounted alterna¬ 
tive policies - such as “Don’t ask, 
don’t tell" - as vague and likely to 
increase general suspicions. 

The assesment team did accept 
that a continuing dispute over the 
acceptability of homosexuals with¬ 
in the Forces was inevitable, even if 
exclusion was ended. However, in 
a statement linked to the comple¬ 
tion of the study, Armed Forces 
Minister Nicholas Soames pledged 
that the Government would con¬ 
tinue to resist legal challenges to 
the current policy. 


THE FIRST production EH101 Merlin helicopter was officially 
rolled out at a ceremony at GKN Westland, Yeovil, on March 6. 
Defence Secretary Michael Portillo unveiled a plaque to mark the 
occasion. He was accompanied by the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater, and the Italian Ambassador, Dr Paolo Galli. First of 
the 44 Merlins ordered by the Royal Navy is due for delivery next 
year. The RAF and Italy will also receive the type. 


MIDDLESBOROUGH lass Pauline Coutthard (10) 
gets some piratical attention from MEM Smudge 
smith (left) and AB(S) Doodle Bug during a 
pirates party on board HMS Marlborough. 

The party, for children of Youth Action 
Middlesborough, was held during the Type 23 
frigate's four-day visit to her affiliated town 
before she was deployed to the USA. 

Sea Cadets from the local unit TS Jupiter 
Joined the frigate for her passage from 
Portsmouth during which the ship’s company 
held a raffle and horse racing night to raise 


£1,000 for Middlesborough General Hospital 
children's ward. 

As the ship approached the River Tees the 
Mayor, Cllr Kenn Hall, was embarked in her via 
Lynx helic<M)ter for the last leg of her trip. 

During Marlborough’s stay, members of the 
ship’s company attended the Everton v 
Middlesborough football match and met the 
chairman and manager of the Middlesborough 
team. PO Soulsby, a lifelong supporter of the 
club, watched the match from the directors’ box 
and presented a picture of the ship to the club. 


Heavily sedated, the Russian 
sailor was winched from the sub¬ 
marine with POACMN Ian Copley. 
Closely monitored by Dr Begg and 
MA Smith, the patient was flown to 
the Western Isles Hospital, 
Stornoway, where he underwent 
emergency treatment. 

Mr Erokhin made a full recovery 
and was discharged from hospital 
two weeks after admission. 

“This is a fine example of mutu¬ 
al understanding, partnership and 
good-neighbourly relations bet- 


Ptctura: LA(PHOT) Stove Saywell 










V: 


The Russian Victor III sub¬ 
marine photographed from 
819 Squadron’s Sea King 
and (above) PO Copley on 
the vessel’s bridge during 
the delicate operation to 
transfer a 20-year-old 
crewman suspected to be 
suffering from acute 
appendicitis. 


RUSSIA'S THANKS 
■ SAILOR'S LIFE 


THE RUSSIAN govern¬ 
ment has thanked the Royal 
Navy for its “resolute and 
prompt actions” in saving 
the life of a sailor taken crit¬ 
ically ill on board a Victor 
III submarine off the 
Scottish coast. 

In a letter to Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind, his 
counterpart in Russia, Mr 
Primakov, said Russia was 
impressed by Britain’s instant 
response to the request for 
help, and the care shown to the 
crewman, Alexander Erokhin. 

It was the first time the Royal 
Navy had been called in by the 
Russians to lift a sick sailor from 
one of their submarines. 

The destroyer HMS Glasgow 
and a Sea King helicopter of 819 
Naval Air Squadron based at HMS 
Gannet took part in the casualty 
evacuation operation after a tele¬ 
phone call from the Russian 
Embassy on the morning of 
February 29. 

HMS Glasgow, which had been 
involved in a Joint Maritime 
Course off Scotland, rendezvoused 
with the nuclear powered subma¬ 


rine about 90 miles north-west of 
Cape Wrath. 

Using her Lynx helicopter she 
transferred POMA Tony Stowell to 
the surfaced submarine to make an 
initial examination of the 20-year- 
old sailor who was reported to be 
suffering from acute appendicitis. 

Meanwhile, as an RAF Nimrod 
maritime patrol aircraft circled 
overhead, a Sea King was on its 
way from Gannet with a civilian 
medic, Dr Jimmy Begg, and MA 
Robert Smith embarked. 


ween our countries,” wrote Mr 
Primakov. 

“On behalf of the relatives and 
friends of Mr Erokhin, Russian 
naval seamen, and myself, I ask you 
to convey our profound gratitude 
to the British authorities and 
express sincere appreciation to all 
those who participated in saving his 
life.” 

Crew of the Sea King included 

P ilots Lts Tim Eldridge and A1 
alconer and observer Lt Cdr 
Gordon Wright. 
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dpoleon's happier landing... 



• CPO Paul Fortt as Napoleon with the children of St Helena. 


CPO Paul Fortt as Napoleon in a first visit by an HMS 
Northumberland to St Helena since the fourth HM ship of 
the name delivered the defeated Emperor into exile there 
in 1815. 

‘Boney’ lookalike Paul - well, he does a bit - was flown by heli¬ 
copter to the remote island’s secondary school where he was a 
huge hit with the 450 teenagers who, like the rest of the popula¬ 
tion, showed an intense interest in every aspect of the Type 23 
friaate and her people. 

The ship’s Lynx helicopter also took Commanding Officer Cdr 
Stephen Bramley to meet Acting Governor Mr John Perrott at 
Plantation House - where he was careful not to disturb Jonathan, 
St Helena's famous giant tortoise, who at nearly 200 years old is 
the only living local to have met General Bonaparte. 

Mr Perrott was given a bird’s eye view of his island and enter¬ 
tained on board, as were many more excited children, who thrilled 
to a firework display from the forecastle on the first evening of an 
all-too-brief two- day visit. 

Hospitality was returned with a reception at Plantation House, 
cricket and golf fixtures and the chance to go sea fishing for tuna 
and wahoo. 

Some members of the ship’s company found their way to 
Longwood House, Napoleon's home until his death in 1821, while 
others climbed Jacob's Ladder, the 600 ft staircase from Main 
Street, Jamestown to the top of Ladder Hill. 

HMS Northumberland has now taken over South Atlantic patrol 
duties from HMS Westminster (seepage 30). She will be visiting 
Montevideo this month, when Cdr Simon Charlier will take over 
as her CO. _ 


NAVY NEWS. APRIL 1996 3 






Ridge rescue duo 
win high 
praise 


The Golden 

W HIGHLY COMMENDED in 

IOX the Royal Navy's 


THE COURAGE and skill shown by the commander and 
pilot of a Royal Navy Sea King helicopter during a haz¬ 
ardous rescue mission in the Scottish Highlands has 
brought them the Queen’s Commendation for Valuable 
Service in the Air. 


During the operation on 
August 27, 1994, the search 
and rescue aircraft piloted hy 
Lt Kevin Roll RN, and com¬ 
manded hy the observer, Capt 
Stephen Roberts of the 
Canadian Armed Forces, lifted 
two injured walkers from a 
3,000ft high ridge at night and 
in bad weather. 


alongside a cliff face. The pilots 
were guided by Capt Roberts who 
illuminated the rock side using 
torchlight shone from the cargo 
doorway. 

After the casualty was recov¬ 
ered, the helicopter then had to 
inch its way hack down the moun¬ 
tainside until a brief gap in the 
cloud allowed a more rapid 
descent to the lights of a police car 
at the foot of the cliff. 

Lt Roll has been praised for his 
courage, concentration and exem¬ 
plary flying skills in what was “a 
protracted, extremely taxing and 
hazardous environment”. 

Capt Roberts, on exchange ser¬ 
vice with the Royal Navy, is also 
commended for exemplary profes¬ 
sional skill, the very highest stan¬ 
dards of navigation, and for the 
confident and accurate way in 
which he conned the aircraft with 
no margin for error. 

His leadership is cited as being 
“in the highest tradition of both his 
Service and the Royal Navy.” 


• Lt Kevin Roll 

The first missing walker was 
found after dusk by Glencoe 
mountain rescue team, braving low 
cloud, heavy thunderstorms and 
severe turbulence. Scrambled It) 
assist the team, the helicopter of 
819 Naval Air Squadron based at 
HMS Gannet spotted their lights 
after navigating over the mountain 
by hovering behind an emergency 
vehicle. 

In severe turbulence, the air¬ 
craft hovered at ground level and 
by the light of its landing lamp 
achieved a stretcher transfer. The 
casualty was then flown to a wait¬ 
ing amoulance in Glencoe. 

Meanwhile, a second injured 
walker was sighted by the moun¬ 
tain rescue team. After refuelling, 
the helicopter returned and slowly 
climbed to the spot, ascending 


Major success 
for a minor 

FOR THE second time, HMS 
Chiddingfiold has won the 
Redifon Salver, presented to 
the minor war vessel with 
the best communications 
record. 

The Hunt Class mine 
countermeasures ship, part 
of the Portsmouth-based 
2nd Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron, has been highly 
successful in recent exer¬ 
cises, trials and sea train¬ 
ing. 

The award was presented 
by Commodore Minor War 
Vessels and Fishery 
Protection Cdre Christopher 
Ellison - who also handed 
over the Minor Warfare 
Efficiency Trophy to the 
ship’s company. 


Turbinia back in 
pride of place 
on Tyneside 


‘TURBINIA’, the first steam- 
turbine propelled vessel, went 
back on public display for the 
first time in ten years last 
month, in a new gallery at the 
Discovery Museum, Newcastle 

Opened by Admiral Sir John 
Kerr, the gallery showcases the 
1894 prototype designed and built 
by one of Tyneside’s most famous 
engineers. Sir Charles Parsons. 

It caused a sensation at Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee 
Spithead Review in 1897 by setting 
a water speed record. Travelling at 
34 knots, the tiny craft steamed 
-uninvited - along the lines of over 
150 warships, her bows clear of the 
water and flames leaping from her 
funnel. 

Parsons had been desperate to 
sell his design to the Admiralty 
which had hitherto shown scant 


HIGHLY COMMENDED in 
the Royal Navy's 
Periscope Photography 
Competition was this 
shot taken from HMS 
Sceptre of the Golden 
Hinde', the replica of Sir 
Francis Drake s ship that 
visited the UK last year. 
Overall winner of the 
Barr and Stroud Trophy 
was HMS Tireless. 


• Speed sensation: Turbinia at the 1897 Spithead Review. 

interest. His spectacular publicity Rolls-Royce Industrial Power 
stunt ensured that orders came in Group, sponsors of the new gallery 
from all over the world. and Turbinia’s relocation from a 

His company is now part of storage shed in Exhibition Park. 


FOUNDATION stone for the 
most advanced helicopter training 
centre in the world, the £100m 
Merlin Training System building at 
RN air station Culdrose, was 
unveiled by Flag Officer Naval 
Aviation Rear Admiral 
Lough ran. 


Terry 


MEMBERS of HMS Nelson's 
ship's company travelled to 
the National Maritime Museum 
to view the 'Nelson Decade' 
exhibition. 


PORTSMOUTH’S naval war 
memorial on Clarence Parade has 
been daubed with large painted 
slogans believed to refer to a local 
drugs case. 

d n n 

US MARINE Detachment 1797 
from the USS Constitution 
Museum Foundation in 
Boston, Mass, was hosted by 
the Portsmouth Historic Ships 
during a week-long visit in 
which they performed musket 
firing displays and gave talks 
on the life and times of the 
early US Marines. 

n n n 

THE ARMED Forces Minister 
Nicholas Soames officially opened 
the Royal Marines Barracks at 
Chivcnor, Devon, new home of 
the ('do Logistics Regiment,RM 
and of 59 Independent ('do Sqn 
Royal Engineers. 

Invitation to 
‘Oscars’ 

RN Theatre Festival 1996 has 
been reorganised with the reduc¬ 
tion in establishments and is now 
based on one nationwide area. 

RNTA patron actress Freda 
Dowie will present the awards at 
HMS Sultan on May 17. Anyone 
wishing to attend the Navy’s own 
Oscars nigh! should contact Lt 
Mark Tench on HMS Sultan 2090 
or Lt Bonnie Artingstall on HMS 
Sea hawk 2150. 
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Draftv... The Fleet Air Arm 



Skills match is all important 


ALMOST all the person¬ 
alities in the Fleet Air 
Arm, Regulating and PT 
drafting desks have 
changed since Drafty’s 
last article but the com¬ 
mitment to ensuring the 
best possible service 
remains the same. 

Although not so badly affected 
as other drafting sections, the 
manpower shortages and turbu¬ 
lence caused by redundancies 
mean that the situation will be 
tougher before it improves. 

In the technical world the caval¬ 
ry are arriving as the training sys¬ 
tem ramps up to bring mechanic 
numbers up to requirement, and 
positive measures are taken to 
amend schemes of complement to 
account for branch development, 
which increases the requirement 
for ALMs, and redundancy which 
reduced the numbers of artificers. 

No apologies 

As the numbers fall overall, 
matching individual skills to the 
job becomes ever more important, 
complicating the ability to recon¬ 
cile the needs of the individual. So 
the more accurate the information 
we have on you, the more likely we 
are to be able to meet your needs 
and avoid the trauma of a draft 
based on outdated information. If 
your circumstances change, let us 
know. 

With examples of near disasters 
to quote each month, no apology is 
made for the usual explanation, if 
you understand, make sure your 
drafting officer does too. The two 
vehicles you have to keep us 
informed are the drafting prefer¬ 
ence form and the C240. 


clowhT] 

WANTED 



< 4*1 HA* 

■iff lUtifTMItl 


1 asked for a job which matched my skills and they told me to report here!' 


All the information on these 
forms is kept on the NMMIS com¬ 
puter system and is visible to your 
drafting desk, so make sure it’s cur¬ 
rent and reflects what you want. 
The last DPF you submitted is the 
one we go by and and the infor¬ 
mation will remain unchanged 
until you submit a new one. A copy 
should be held with your docs 

If you want a specific job or type 
of job, apply for it on a C240, but 
remember, it remains current for 
two years and if you don't get the 
job initially and your circumstances 


SHIP OF THE 
MONTH 

POSTCARD SUBSCRIPTION 

Build an exciting and 
interesting collection 
of photographs of 
ships of tne Royal 
Navy 
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THE FEATURED VESSEL 
FOR APRIL WILL BE HMS 
TRAFALGAR A NUCLEAR 
POWERED SUBMARINE 
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change, you must tell us that you 
arc not a volunteer any more. 

If a short notice requirement 
arises for the job and you still have 
an extant C240 or are a volunteer 
to move at less than five months 
notice, you could be packing your 
bags. 

Help yourself 

You can further help yourself by 
doing some research into the job 
you want. Are you the right rate, 
trade and experience? When does 
it become vacant? Will your boss 
support your application? 
Unrealistic applications are a 
waste of everyone’s time but a well 


researched application has a good 
chance of success. 

If you are coming in from front 
line, the sooner we get your red 
cross DPF the sooner we can con¬ 
firm your next job as this is the 
means by which wc are informed of 
your ‘avdate’, the date when your 
are available to start work again, 
having taken sea leave. 

You can submit this form as 
soon as your relief’s draft order 
arrives, so don’t delay. For techni¬ 
cal ratings, we arc currently look¬ 
ing for volunteers for Harrier, Lynx 
Flight SMRs, Sultan, ASE/DHSA, 
senior rates at 819 and exchange 
posts with the Army and RAF, but 


before those of you who have been 
turned down for these jobs com¬ 
plain, remember all moves are sub¬ 
ject to timing, rosters and qualifi¬ 
cations. 

Regrettably, as numbers become 
more critical, opportunities for 
out- of-spccialisation jobs and side¬ 
ways transfers will diminish and 
experience will become more pre¬ 
cious, so transfers between aircraft 
types will become less likely. 

Although moves from Sea King 
Mk4 to Hamers arc kept to a min¬ 
imum, they do occur, as do Mk6 to 
LX. But they arc recognised as 
uneconomical and bad for morale 
and are avoided if possible. 


Exeter race day 
promises to be a 
galloping success 

ORGANISERS of a Royal Navy and Royal Marines race day at Exeter on May 1 
say they event will be a thrilling day out for all Service and civilian visitors. 

Many ships and establishments are supporting the race day, which includes a march past by 
Dcvonport Field Gun Crew, music from tnc Band of the Royal Marines, CTC Lympstonc and a 
Royal Navy helicopter display. 


At least in the former you 
remain in your preference area and 
in both cases redress occasional 
imbalances in sea/shore ratios 
between aircraft types. 

D3B are closely involved in the 
final stages of the development of 
the Air Engineering Branch and it 
is anticipated that cross training 
will be complete by the end of the 
year. 

This will involve some early 
movement of non-cross trained 
ratings from sea service but every 
effort will be made not to disad¬ 
vantage these ratings or their 
reliefs and to keep disruption to a 
minimum. 

Hot topic 

One door which has been 
opened as a consequence of the 
development has been that of 
employing leading hands of all 
trades as LX FLT M2 and hopeful¬ 
ly other areas where the capability 
of the full supervisory LH can be 
utilised fully will become apparent 
soon. 

Sea/shore ratios are a hot topic, 
particularly among WAEMs, and 
the question of parity is being 
addressed at the highest level. 

In the interim every alternative 
is being sort to maintain equality 
between male and female while a 
long-term solution is found. 
However, it must be remembered 
that sea/shore ratios in the FAA 
are very favourable at all levels and 
significantly exceed MTA. 

Finally, the drafting technical 
desks are making every effort to 
visit all units however possible, so 
if you arc a manpower controller, 
SMR or AEO and you think your 
unit would benefit from a drafting 
lecture or clinic, let us know and 
wc will try and visit you when 
mutually convenient - as well as 
the Gardens, the Wheel, the Lady 
Street and the Club Too Far. 


Somerset 
goes to 
pot 


THE NEW Type 23 frigate 
HMS Somerset strength- 
ened links with her county 
namesake by commission¬ 
ing a puzzle jug from 
Somerset potter Mr John 
Leach. 

To drink successfully 
from the jug the user must 
work out which of a number 
of holes must be covered. It 
is to be presented to Yarrow 
shipyard in Glasgow before 
the ship is delivered to the 
Royal Navy in May. 


Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines personnel will be able to 
get into tnc paddock half-price at 
£4.50, or elsewhere at £2.50 on 
production of an ID card. Dress 
for Service personnel is plain 
clothes. 

The Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines will each be putting 
their name to a race and the 
lucky owners of the winning 
horses can look forward to a day 
at sea and a day at Lvmpstone. 

Coach and car park picnics arc 
welcome and there is a licensed 
restaurant and bar on-site. 

Guest marquee 

There will also lie a guest mar¬ 
que providing hot food and 
refreshments for officers and 
their guests who wish to pay a lit¬ 
tle more (about £25) on a first 
come, first served basis. 

Exeter racecourse is just off 
the A38 dual-carriageway. There 
arc six races, starting at 2.2()pm 
with the last race at 5pm. The 
gates will be open from I lam 
and the Band of the Royal 
Marines will be playing just 
before the off. 



HMS Somerset's Commanding Officer, Cdr Martin Westwood, takes 
Muchelney pottery, near Kingsbury Episcopi. 


delivery of the puzzle jug at the 

Picture by Clive Davies 
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options itination 
reached as 
war ended 


FIRST of four previous RN 
vessels to bear the name 
Trafalgar was a 106-gun sec¬ 
ond rate ship of the line start¬ 
ed at Sheerness in 1820, 15 
years after the famous battle 
the name celebrates. 

Second HMS Trafalgar was 
a 120-gun first rate ship of the 
line launched in 1841. She 
served in the Black Sea cam¬ 
paign of the Crimean War and 
was present at the great bom¬ 
bardment of Sebastopol. 

Third ship of the name was 
a battleship commissioned as 
Flagship Second Division 
Mediterranean Fleet in 1890. 
She later served as Ports¬ 
mouth guardship and as a drill 
ship for the gunnery school at 
Sheerness. 

Predecessor to the current 
submarine was a Battle-class 
destroyer. She arrived in the 
Far East in September 1945, 
just as World War II ended, 
and remained a year, visiting 
China, Japan and Australia. 

In 1951 she became a sea¬ 
going training ship for 
Reserve Fleet personnel and 
in 1953 she took part in the 
Coronation Review. 

Following modernisation 
she was commissioned in 
1958 for service in the 
Mediterranean Fleet. 

The following year, on the 
Iceland Patrol, she foiled the 
attempts of an Icelandic gun¬ 
boat to put boarding parties 
on board two trawlers. 

She re-entered the Reserve 
Fleet in 1963 and was sold for 
breaking up in 1970. 



Shios of the Roval Naw No 485 


Facts & 
figures 

Pennant no: S107. Builder: 
Vickers Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Ltd, Barrow-in- 
Furness. Laid down: 1979. 
Launched: July 1, 1981, by 
Lady Fieldhouse. Commis¬ 
sioned: May 27, 1983. 

Displacement: 5,208 tons 
(dived). Length: 85.4m. 
Beam: 9.8m. Draught: 9.5m. 
Main machinery: Rolls- 
Royce pressurised water 
reactor; 2 GEC turbines; 
15,000hp (11.2MW); 1 shaft; 
2 Paxman diesel alternators; 
2,800hp (2.09MW); 1 motor 
for emergency drive; 1 auxil¬ 
iary retractable prop. Speed: 
In excess of 30 knots. Ship's 
company: 115. Missiles: 
McDonnell Douglas UGM- 
84B Sub-Harpoon. Tor¬ 
pedoes: five 21 in bow tubes; 
Marconi Spearfish; wireguid- 
ed. (HMS Trafalgar was the 
trials submarine for Spear¬ 
fish, which started full pro¬ 
duction in March 1992.) 
Ship's badge: A black cross 
within a chaplet of green lau¬ 
rel, on a gold field. Derived 
from the Arms of Lord 
Nelson. Battle Honours: 
Crimea 1854. 


MIGHTY TRAFALGAR 


WHEN HMS Trafalgar began 
her refit on August 17, 1992, 
she was the first of the 
Trafalgar-class submarines to 
do so. A complex work sched¬ 
ule pinpointing over 6,000 
activities had been drawn up in 
the 12 months before the refit 
began at Dcvonport Royal 
Dockyard. 

Principal tasks included steam 
generator repairs, refuelling of the 
reactor, a major update to the tac¬ 
tical weapons system, installation 
of a new design air purification sys¬ 
tem, structural modifications to the 
fin, modification of steam systems, 
and a complete acoustic tile fit of 
26,000 tiles to hull, casing and fin. 

In all, 178 alterations and addi¬ 
tions updated all aspects of the 
submarine's capability, from wea¬ 
pons fit to domestic systems. 

Rescheduling 

Tasks added to those originally 
specified emerged as the refit pro- 
ceded. This amounted to a 25 per 
cent increase in the workload and 
its incorporation involved a consid¬ 
erable amount of rescheduling to 
interface successfully with other 
activities. 

This additional work caused the 
planned refit duration of 136 
weeks from contract-to-start date 
to ready-for-sea date to be extend¬ 
ed by 36 weeks. 

During the early part of the refit 
the vessel was almost completely 
stripped out. Over 6,000 items 
were removed for overhaul in 
Dcvonport Management Ltd’s 
workshops, over 7,000 pipes 
processed through the pipeshop 
and over 3,000 items manufactured 
by DML for installation on board. 

The process of installing the new 
and refurbished equipment, and 
the build-up of systems and com¬ 
partments was highly complex and 
technically demanding due to the 
many system inter-dependancies. 

All systems and equipment were 
then individually tested before 


being collectively proved in a series 
of trials. 

First major part of the trials pro¬ 
gramme involved testing all sys¬ 
tems required to maintain the ves¬ 
sel afloat before she emerged from 
the dry dock where she had spent 
93 weeks. 

Next the propulsion machinery 
was proved operationally, using 
steam supplied from a barge along¬ 
side, and finally the operational 
capability of the reactor and its 
supporting system were proved. 

Acceptance 

Throughout this period the 
weapons systems were individually 
presented to Captain Weapons 
Trials Authority for acceptance, 
culminating in the complete tacti¬ 
cal weapons system being present¬ 
ed and its operational capability 
assessed. 

The submarine is currently 
undergoing sea trials before rejoin¬ 
ing the Dcvonport-based Second 
Submarine Squadron. 

The nuclear-powered submarine 
has been described as the modern 
equivalent of the battleship, being 
the single most effective anti-sub¬ 
marine unit available today and 
representing the main striking 
force of the Fleet. 

Combining high speed, long 
endurance and the ability to oper¬ 
ate anywhere from the Arctic ice 
pack to the Mediterranean and 
beyond, HMS Trafalgar and her 
sister vessels play an invaluable 
part in our contribution to the 
strength of NATO. 

Surveillence 

In war her role would be to 
locate, track and destroy enemy 
submarines and surface ships, but 
she is also capable of ocean-wide 
surveillance tasks. 

To this end, Trafalgar is 
equipped with a complex array of 
sensors and computers with which 
to seach the (Keans and classify 
surface and underwater contacts 


whilst silently roaming the depths. 

Once a target has been identi¬ 
fied it can be tracked and observed 
from a distance while the subma¬ 
rine remains undetected. Should 
the moment come for attack, 
Trafalgar’s armament includes wire 
guided torpedoes and sub-surface- 
launched anti-ship missiles. 

Effortless 

Nuclear fuel can produce heat 
without oxygen, thus enabling the 
creation of true submarines which, 
freed of the air-breathing require¬ 
ments associated with convention¬ 
al submarines, are able to voyage 
effortlessly underwater at high 


speeds for months at a time. 

The secret of this remarkable 
capability is the successful mar¬ 
riage of advanced nuclear technol¬ 
ogy with a very much older tech- 
nology - steam power. 

Trafalgar’s pressurised water 
reactor contains fissile uranium 
fuel elements inside a heavily- 
shielded pressure vessel. The enor¬ 
mous release of energy from the 
fissioning uranium manifests itself 
as heat in the fuel elements. 

One ton of fissionable material 
is roughly equivalent to 2.5 million 
tons of best coal. 

The fission rate in the reactor is 
controlled by special rods which 
are inserted between the fuel ele¬ 
ments to absorb the neutrons that 


cause fission. 

Cooling water is pumped 
around a closed loop (the primary 
circuit), passing through the reac¬ 
tor where it picks up heat from the 
fuel elements. The reactor is so hot 
the water would rapidly boil - 
leading to unstable conditions - 
were it not for a pressuriser main¬ 
taining the system at high pressure, 
by means of a steam bubble 
formed by electric heaters. 

Shielded 

The whole primary circuit is 
housed in a specially shielded reac¬ 
tor compartment to protect the 
crew from radiation emissions. 

The hot coolant circulates 


through the tubes of the steam 
generators, which transfer the heat 
to a low pressure secondary water 
circuit to produce steam. This pow¬ 
ers the main engine turbines which 
drive through a gearbox to the sin¬ 
gle shaft. It also drives the turbo 
generators which produce the sub¬ 
marine’s AC electricity. 

Motor generators are used to 
convert AC power into DC for the 
main battery and essential services. 
Spent steam is condensed in a sea 
water cooler and the water 
returned to the steam generators. 

Sophisticated automatic and 
manual controls regulate the whole 
plant and comprehensive protec¬ 
tion features safeguard the nuclear 
reactor at all times. 
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AT HOME AND OVERSEAS 
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Benefit from dealing direct with the leading exclusive 
Rover International Supply Specialists. 


Big savings from Rover/SCE 
concessions - Tax Free + Tax Paid 

Fast friendly and efficient 
telephone enquiry and mail 
order service 

Flexible finance tailored to suit 
you (subject to status), now’ 
including Rover Select 
Optional Purchase Scheme for 
qualifying buyers 


• Easy used car disposal-agreed 
price on handover day 

• Delivery where you want it, or 
shipping arranged 

• Widespread after sales care 
network 
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and over again 
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UK HOTLINE 0 1 3 67 2412 2 5 

(ALWAYS PLEASED TO CALL HACK TO SAVE YOUR CHARGES) 
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Pilgrimage 

pictures 

I HAVE recently returned from a 
Royal British Ix-gion War Graves 
Pilgrimage to Burma, the first to 
visit Thanbyuzayat ccmetary from 
the UK since the war. 

All the lads buried there died 
working on the Burma railway and 
I have taken photographs of some 
of the RN, RAN, RANR and 
RNZN headstones. 

If anyone wants a copy from this 
list they can have one free of 
charge. 

RN: Leading Stoker 

N.Copping. 24 October 1943; 
Stoker PO R.II.Hopkins, 22 
November 1943; Leading Stoker 

F. Rogers, IS December 1943; AB 
S.A.Forster, 22 December 1943; 
('ook(S) H.H.Simcock, 7 October 
1943; AB W.R.Warner, 14 
September 1942; OS J.Weaver, 12 
July 1942; A.B.F.Wignall, 9 
December 1943. 

RAN: AB R.W.Ryan, 7 

October 1943; AB 

E.W.Thompson, S June 1943; AB 

G. (».Willis. 15 September 1943. 

RANR: AB V.J.Douglas, 27 

December 1943; AB J.C.Hodge, 2 
September 1943. 

RNZN: AB E.J.R.McLachlan. 
10 November 1943; Wireman 
K.C.Rasmussen, 22 June 1943. - 
W.R.Wyeth, 11 Lightsfield, 
Oakley, Basingstoke. 

Stirling 

service 

FURTHER to V.I.Porter’s letter 
in the January issue, I was one of 
40 AMOs who joined 196 Sqn, 
Stirling Mk I Vs, at RAF 
Shepherds Grove early in 1945. 

The squadrons main task was 
dropping supplies to the under¬ 
ground movement in Europe. It 
also took part in the Rhine cross¬ 
ing operation, towing 30 gliders 
full of troops. 

An unusual thing was that we 
had no Naval officers or NCOs 
with us and the RAF seemed a bit 
uncertain about our status so they 
victualled us in the Corporals 
Mess. We. of course, were made 
up. After VE Day we were quick¬ 
ly sent back to the FAA. - 
K.R.Windsor, Liverpool. 


Group to stem 
'tragic loss of 


Last fight 
of a brave 
royal bird 

WITH REFERENCE to Ron Forrest's request for information 
on the incident with HMS Wild Swan (February issue), accord¬ 
ing to my list of accidents to HM ships the destroyer collided and 
sank a picket boat from HMS Dolphin in Haslar Creek on 27 
October 1931. 

VC - then 
disrated 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent’s name and address, 
not necessarily for publi¬ 
cation. 


WITH a dozen or so like- 
minded individuals, I aim to 
form an association to pre¬ 
serve old negatives of 
transport subjects, prompt¬ 
ed by a chance find of a 
couple of discarded avia¬ 
tion negatives on my local 
rubbish tip where I was told 
there had been “hundreds 
of them” only a few days 
earlier. 

In my spare time I maintain 
an archive of transport nega¬ 
tives, supplying photos to vari¬ 
ous magazines and exchanging 
with other enthusiasts. 

Having spoken to local auction 
houses, Christies, house clearance 
firms and various museums, I have 
unearthed a few rather saddening 
facts: 

• Negatives are generally con¬ 
sidered as having no commercial 
value and are normally thrown 
away. 

• Only specialists can tell if 
there is any historic interest, but to 
do this a print is normally 
required. The cost and time 
involved normally makes this an 
impracticable proposition, particu¬ 
larly for museums which nave to 
earn their keep. 

• Apart from Christies, none 
of the people I spoke to knew who 
the specialists were or how to find 
them. 

None of the museums I spoke to 
have a policy of printing all nega¬ 
tives which have been given or 
bequeathed. The photo archivists 
of two national museums both told 
me they had many thousands of 
negatives which were unlikely ever 
to see the light of day simply 
because of a lack of resources to 
print and catalogue them. Another 
told me they destroyed any they 
could not use. 

Following the publication of a 
piece in the British Journal of 
Photography, I have been contact¬ 
ed by a number of retired profes¬ 


images 



According to a newspaper cut¬ 
ting the Wild Swan was going out 
to Spithead for compass adjust¬ 
ment when she caught the picket 
boat under the port bow and cap¬ 
sized it, causing considerable dam¬ 
age. 

The boat’s occupants were res¬ 
cued by Dockyard and Fort 
Blockhouse boats. - G.Ransome, 
Manchester. 

ONE CANNOT imagine so 
eminent an authority as Wright & 
Logan making such a fundamental 
error as placing the bombing and 
sinking of the Wild Swan in Bantry 
Bay, so it must be assumed that 
this was a typographical error. 

The ship was actually lost in the 
Bay of Biscay, sunk in one of the 
more unusual and little known 
melees of World War II. 

While some 100 miles off the 
coast of Brittany she was attacked 
by a force of 12 Ju 88 bombers and 
in putting up a vigorous defence 
managed to shoot down four of 
them. 

Two others which had been 
damaged by her gunfire collided in 
mid air and crashed into the sea. 

All this took place in the midst 
of a fleet of Spanish trawlers and 
three of these were sunk and a 
fourth badly damaged. 

The Wild Swan, by now badly 
damaged herself, collided with the 
damaged trawler which immedi¬ 
ately sank - but not before her 
crew were rescued and taken 
onboard the destroyer. 

Wild Swan sank shortly after¬ 
wards with the loss of 31 ratings. - 
J.P.Lane, West Dulwich. 
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sional and amateur photographers 
with interests ranging across the 
whole spectrum of transport pho¬ 
tography. 

Something of the scale of the 
destruction of original negatives is 
now clear to me - last April a col¬ 
lection of over 30.000 glass nega¬ 
tives taken between 1916 and 1948 
was lost. 

This is a tragic loss of images of 
our past and our association will 
aim to collect and preserve trans¬ 
port negatives in a way which will 
ensure that they continue to be 
available to all who wish to study 
them. 

With a working title of The 
Association of Transport 
Photographers and Archivists we 
are aiming for a launch in June or 
July. 

In the meantime, if any of your 
readers have negatives of any type 
of transport subject which they 
think may be of interest, I will be 
pleased to hear from them. 

We are also looking for an 
archive co-ordinator to work for us 
on a voluntary basis. - B.J.Hobbs, 
14 Gannon Rd, Worthing. 

• This picture (above) of the 
liner ‘Empress of Russia’ taken at 
Freetown in 1940 came to us as the 
result of an earlier appeal in the 
Worthing Herald. 

Low point 
of visit 

IN THE COURSE of my duties as 
Service Secretary of my local 
branch of the Royal British Legion 
I paid a visit to Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital, visiting among others LS 
Paul Wilson, the “button boy” 
who was paralysed after falling 
during a mast manning display last 
year. 

On my return to the car park I 
found my car (a bloc Wuxhail 
Belmont' Reg. F132 HFC) had 
been stolen. How could anyone 
stoop so low? - C.Cannings, 
Princes Risborough. 


AS A REGULAR reader of Navy News from the very 
beginning, I would like to know whatever happened to 
the puppet ‘Wilf’ who starred in the famous BBC docu¬ 
mentary series ’Sailor 7 featuring HMS Ark Royal In the 
Seventies? 

Maybe someone out there knows where he is spending 
his retirement? - N.Field, Eastbourne. 

• Below: HMS Ark Royal enters Gibraltar for the last 
time, 25 September 1978. 


FOLLOWING on from R. Wall’s 
letter (February issue) concerning 
AB George Hinckley VC, there 
are at least two other Devonport 
ratings who have won the highest 
award for gallantry - both won 
within six months of each other 
during the Crimean War in similar 
circumstances. 

In 1855 William Rickard, born 
in Stoke Damerell, was serving as 
Quartermaster in HMS Wescr 
patrolling in the Sea of Azov. He 
was a member of the ship’s raiding 
party landed ashore to attack 
enemy positions. 

I laving achieved their objectives 
the raiders were spotted and came 
under heavy fire during their 
retreat. 

One of the party collapsed 
through fatigue and Rickard, 
despite being exhausted himself, 
assisted his shipmate to extricate 
himeself from thick mud and 
brought him back safely to his ship. 

Rickard received his VC in 1857 
(the year of its inception) and 
rather overdid the celebrations, for 
shortly after he was disrated to AB 
and deprived of one good conduct 
badge! 

In later life Rickard became a 
member of the Coastguard. He 
died in 1905 and is buried at Ryde, 
IOW. 

Henry Cooper, born in 
Devonport, was serving as 
Boatswain aboard HMS Miranda, 
also in the Sea of Azov, in 1855. 
Together with an officer (who also 
received the VC), he attacked and 
set fire to buildings, stores and 
equipment in an enemy- held town 
under severe bombardment by the 
Allied Squadron on station. 

Additionally, they were spotted 
and attracted enemy fire but both 
escaped to safety. 

On leaving the Navy, Cooper 
settled in Torpoint where he died 
in 1893. He is buried, little more 
than a stone’s throw from HMS 
Raleigh, in Antony churchyard. - 
CPO R.K.Bradley. Armed 
Forces Careers Office, Bristol. 
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Flying 

colours 

YOUR CAPTION for the top 
photograph on Page 11 of the 
March Navy News entitled 

‘WAFUs stand easy’ is incorrect. 

The white cap bands had noth¬ 
ing to do with concealing the 
sailors’ cap tallies. The white tal¬ 
lies were issued to Y Scheme avia¬ 
tion cadets (ratings) who, if suc¬ 
cessful in passing flying training 
and qualifying for pilots or 
observers wings were then com¬ 
missioned in tne RNR as ‘proba¬ 
tionary’ sub lieutenants. 

The photo was taken between 
December 17 and January 1 
1942/43 and is of some of the new 
entries. I was of that entry. - Rear 
Admiral I.G.W.Robertson, 
Piltdown. 

Our mistake - as others have 
pointed out, wartime cap tallies 
carried only the letters HMS and 
did not need censoring. - Ed. 

The vital 
spark 

MR COCKER’S letter about 
Collingwood being “a better 
admiral” than Nelson (March 
issue) cannot go unchallenged! 

Undoubtedly Collingwood was 
one of the great sea officers of the 
Nelson era. The trust that the 
Admiralty placed in him after 


Trafalgar cannot be overlooked; 
he managed the Mediterranean 
fleet at a crucial time, as Nelson 
had done before him in the years 
before the great battle. 

However, Mr Cocker’s analysis 
has strayed into the area of char¬ 
acter, and it is here that I must dis¬ 
agree with him. 

All of Collingwood’s biogra¬ 
phers have commented on his 
sound decision making, his stead¬ 
fastness, his prudent fleet manage¬ 
ment and his unwavering conduct 
in battle. 

But now compare this with any 
standard work on Nelson and we 
find the essential difference, that 
spark of inspiration - the Nelson 
Touch! 

Yes, Nelson was an adulterer 
and he was vain, but he was a risk 
taker - and at sea he has never 
been equalled. - D.Shannon, The 
Nelson Society, Hertford. 

REFERENCE your reproduction 
of the famous portrait of Cuthbert 
Collingwood, you have printed it 
the wrong way round! 

He appears as he would have seen 
himself in a mirror, had he been as 
vain as to have posed himself like 
that. 


.1 would to some extent agree 
with Mr Cocker’s comments - a 
more than cursory examination of 
Nelson’s record would show that 
he was far from infallible. 

The attack on Boulogne could 
hardly have been described as a 
triumph and that on Santa Cruz, 
which resulted in the loss of his 
arm, was a complete disaster. 

In the latter, only the generosity 
of the Spanish garrison comman¬ 
der prevented it from being even 
worse than it was. 

What Nelson did have, which no 
other commander had, was the 
love and complete trust of not only 
the officers serving under him, but 
also the ‘people’ who manned the 
ships. - D.F.Rowland, St Ives, 
Hunts. 

Lucky to 
be last 

I DON’T think you can imagine 
the joy your Navy News brings to 
ex-matclots like me when we see 

our old ships in their full glory in 
its pages. 

The photograph of HMS 
Sheffield in the February issue 


• Not up to the job - the RMAS deep sea tug Rollicker doesn’t have the muscle to rescue a super¬ 
tanker the size of Sea Empress. 


Lilliput Navy’s 


WITH THE current push 
for RN recruiting, read¬ 
ers might like to see 
this photograph of the 
1974 Canals Touring 
Exhibition again. - 
J.A.Morgan, Stoke on 
Trent. 

The miniature Canal 
Fleet commissioned for a 
third year's deployment in 
April that year and went 
on to cover 3,000 miles of 
Britain's inland water¬ 
ways, publicising the 
Navy in 50 cities, towns 
and villages and receiv¬ 
ing 200,000 visitors. 

Left to right: Cleopatra, 
London, Renown and 
Sheffield were scaled- 
down versions of real 
ships and submarines, 
with superstructures 
mounted on traditional 
narrowboat hulls. They 
were fitted inside with 
actual equipment used in 
HM ships, thus giving 
some of the atmosphere 
of the real thing. - Ed. 


travels 


THE ECOLOGICAL disaster of the Sea Empress at Milford Haven has left the nation 
stunned by what can happen to our heritage coastline and the mass killing of sea birds and 
other maritime wildlife 

An irate lady correspondent 
from South Wales wrote to one 
of our national newspapers: 

“Why did they not call in the 
Royal Navy? Surely they were 
the experts to deal with a situa¬ 
tion Iiicc this?” 

Her faith in the Navy is 
admirable - but what could the 
Navy have done? 

I remember from my convoy 
escort days receiving signals pro¬ 
viding information of tne where¬ 
abouts of rescue tugs which could 
be summoned when help was 
required following the disablement 
of ships by mines or torpedoes. 

If I remember correctly one of 
these strategic ports was Milford 
Haven - and it has indeed been 


was taken late in 1942 when she 
was in convoy to Gibraltar prior to 
the invasion of North Africa. 

I was a seaman on board - and 
unknown to me one of my broth¬ 
ers was on one of the troopships. 
We later covered his landing at 
Bone. 

I served three and a half years in 
the ‘Sheff’, taking part i most of 
her battle honours - and I was 
probably her last casualty due to 
enemy action. 

I was hit by shrapnel while on 
the air defence position (after 
bridge) and still have the offend¬ 
ing object and a certificate to 
prove it. 

It happened on the evening of 8 
November 1942 during an air 
attack by Italian torpedo bombers 
and Ju 88s. There was a stoker 
named Spong who was killed that 
night - out that was due to an 
escort vessel firing out of line and 
slicing down our side. He had 
come off watch and was taking a 
breath of air on the well deck. 

A lucky ship she was, though . 
In spite of all the furter actions she 
was involved in, to my knowledge 
no-one else was wounded in her - 
J.McMinnis, St. Helens. 


mentioned in retrospect of the dis¬ 
aster that such a tug should be per¬ 
manently based there today. 

Today’s books on the present 
Royal Navy give no details of res¬ 
cue tugs - am I right in assuming 
that should there be a collision at 
sea and tug assistance is required, 
then the Navy has to depend on 
the private sector? - I.Jones, 
Mablethorpe. 


The RN does not have and 
never has had tugs capable to 
dealing with a ship the size of the 
Sea Empress. The RMAS does 
have two deep sea tugs based at 
Portsmouth and on the Clyde, but 
under current plans to contrac¬ 
tors elements of its service, 
announced last month, the 
requirement for these will soon be 
withdrawn (see page one)- Ed. 
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...CUSTOMERS 

have trusted Natoc&rs over the past 
30 years to supply their new car. 

Fortunately, many more cars than 
this have been bought from Natocars 
because so many customers come back 
time and again - some well on their 
way to double figures! 

So, why do Natocars’ customers 
display such loyalty? They tell us it’s 
because we are caring, competitive 
and they feel secure and want for 
nothing. 

They would, wouldn’t they, you might 
say because they’re looking for an 
even better deal next time - and they 
| get it! 

So, what’s missing? Simply, everyone 
who has not yet found out about 
today’s Natocars. 

Just pick up the phone, clip the 
coupon or drop us a line and find out 
why there is no standard service at 
Natocars - Only first class! 

Call us direct on - 01278 455555. 
Fax: 01278 450396 or clip the coupon. 


t NATOCARS 

Natocars Ltd. • Wylds Rd. • Bridgwater 
Somerset • TA6 4DG 


Please tell me more about Natocars’ services 
\ and discount car prices. 


fRank: 

.Surname: 

Address: 


Initials: 


"Tel. - work: 
home:_ 


extn: 


Fax: 


NATOCARS 

A Rc*anlM]t ti/wlfiir 

Natocars Lid. "Wylds Rd. • Bridgwater • Somerset 
TA6 4DG •Tel:OI278455555 

NN/CUST1 


Sea Empress 
was too big 
for our boats 








































t Show 

The Royal Navy - and Navy News - at the 
Birmingham Boat Show. 

Over 123,000 people visited the nine-day event at the 
National Exhibition Centre - an increase on previous 
years - and the Navy’s spectacular stand was, as usual, 
one of the most popular. 

The eye-catching design was built around a central Royal 
Marines display and also contained a Frigate Operations Room, 
Submarine Control Room and Super-X simulator projecting the 
RM Rigid Raider ride, which was undoubtedly the most popular 
item in the entire show. 

A queue formed in front of it every morning from the moment 
the doors opened and remained until they closed at 7p.m - while 
other exhibitors requested runs before the public were admitted! 

Dynamic 

Close second among the RN crowd pullers was the Gun 
Module, which coupled with the dynamic soundtrack of the video 
wall left some of the staff reaching for the paracetamol... 

This year they included Careers Advisors from local careers 
offices, while Navy News took over the functions of the 
Information Desk. 

Actress Claire King - Emmerdale’s’ Kim Tate - opened the 
show, while Lt Col Ewen Southby-Tailyour of Falklands fame per¬ 
formed the honours at the RN stand. 

• Left: The Royal Navy Stand at the Boat Show, showing the 
Navy News desk, video wall, gunnery module, Super-X simulator 
and submarine control room with (inset) part of the queue wait¬ 
ing to board the Rigid Raider ride. 

- and a shooting star at sea 


OBSERVERS on the bridge of HMS Glasgow are silhouetted by the glare of a Sea 
Dart missile launch against an incoming target missile during a two-week Joint 
Maritime Course off the west coast of Scotland. 

The Type 42 destroyer was joined by 16 other ships and 55 aircraft from eight nations in 
a number of realistic training scenarios involving surface operations, minehunting, anti¬ 
submarine, air defence and air/surface attack missions. 

JMC 961 was the first to be controlled from Faslane after the closure of the Maritime 
Headquarters at Pitreavie. Picture: Mike Gray 




NAVY NEWS 

CALENDAR 


THE POWER OF THE SEA 

Don't miss this last chance to buy 
your copy of this Superbly 
illustrated Calender 


THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS 
HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET 
PORTSMOUTH. POI 3HH. 

Cheques payable to Navy News. For orders from outside the UK 
payment can be made by Cheque/lntemational Money Order in £ 
sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by credit card (UK or 
abroad) please use the coupon on page 4. 




A 


PRICE: 

INCLUDING P&P 

£ 3.00 £ 3.75 


SURFACE MAIL 
ABROAD 


COLLECTORS PIECE CALENDAR 
OF SPLENDID COLOUR PICTURES 


CASH PRIZES 
TO BE WON 

A question similar to 
those shown below 
appears on each leaf of 
the 1996 calendar. All 
you have to do is put 
your nautical thinking 
caps on and enter this 
fun competition. 

Full details of how to 
enter will appear in the 
calendar and also each 
month in Navy News. 


In 1970 who were the new 
'Snow Commandos’ defending 
NATO’s northern flank? 

What was the platform for the first 
RN Sea King helicopter deck 
landing on a British ship at sea? 
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tarctic survey ship evacuates base after hand-over to Ukraine 




ABOVE: HMS Endurance and 
one of her Lynx helicopters 
at work off the Antarctic 
Peninsula. 

LEFT: An appropriately sinis¬ 
ter looking iceberg frames 
one of the ship's survey par¬ 
ties as they work in the waters 
off Devil's Island in Erebus 
and Terror Gulf. 

BELOW: The land that time 
forgot ... photographed from 
her helicopter ; Endurance 
reposes in Whalers Bay , 
Deception Island. 






^fOLFERSTANS 


SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WE HAVE:- 

* Specialist departments 

- for ALL your legal requirements 

* Experienced lawyers 

- appearing frequently at COURTS MARTIAL 






- available for attendances ANYWHERE 

DEPTFORD CHAMBERS 
60/64 NORTH HILL t _ 

PLYMOUTH PL4 8EP 

Tel: (01752) 663295 _ 


to Faraday 
ice station 

ICE PATROL vessel HMS Endurance became the last British ship to leave the 
British Antarctic Survey’s Faraday station before it was handed over to Ukraine 
and renamed. 


Endurance, which has 
now started her third work 
period in the region, took 
off the last British scientists 
and support staff from the 
remote base which helped 
to discover the hole in the 
ozone layer. 

Now, decades of research by 
Britain will be continued by the 
Ukrainians at what is their first 
Antarctic base. They renamed 
it Vernadsky station and will 
supply scientific data to 
Britain. 

Earlier, Endurance made a 
detailed survey of the waters 
around James Ross Island on 
the eastern side of the 
Antarctic Peninsula, an area of 
great geographical interest and 
natural beauty that is now 
becoming popular with cruise 
ships. 

Navigation receivers and 
trisponders - which provide an 
accurate range to a given point 
- were inserted by teams using 
the ships two Lynx heli¬ 
copters. In this way a detailed 
survey determined the precise 
positions of poorly charted 
rocks and islands. 

During the work period the 


helicopters completed 100 
hours flying time and 
Endurance and her survey 
motor boats produced data for 
a series of 1:75,000 internation¬ 
al charts covering 283 sq miles. 

International links 

In addition the ship's aircraft 
and boats were busy moving 
British and US scientists with 
their support staff to and from 
remote mountainous sites and 
international bases where they 
were carrying out geological 
and wildlife studies. 

Oblique aerial photography 
of 19 new sites were added to 
the 15 already catalogued in 
the area, and ground surveys at 
new and established wildlife 
sites are expected to generate 
fresh scientific papers. 

As well as scientific and sur¬ 


vey work, Endurance has been 
cementing international rela¬ 
tions by making visits to 
Antarctic Treaty bases operat¬ 
ed by Spain, Chile, Bulgaria 
and Argentina. 

Several of the ship’s compa¬ 
ny were put ashore to work 
with their foreign counterparts 
for several days. 

When detached from the 
ship, the embarked Royal 
Marines have shared polar sur¬ 
vival experience with RN per¬ 
sonnel, several expeditions 
being held in sub-zero temper¬ 
atures. 

And when not at work, the 
ship’s company have been try¬ 
ing their hand at climbing, 
abseiling, skiing, diving - and 
bin-bag racing in preparation 
for the Endurance Winter 
Olympics being held at the BAS 
base at Rothera. 


FRESH FLOWERS SENT DAILY 


Dusty Pink Roses, 
Pink Carnations 


Yellow Roses, 
Yellow Carnations 

Freesias/Fem 


Freesias/Fern 

(30 Flowers) 


(30 flowers) 

ONLY £17.50 


£17.50 


12 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow/Gold (large).£13.85 

24 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow/Gold (large).£18.50 

12 CARNATlONSRed/Pink/Mixed .£12.50 

40 FREESIA Mixed with fem.£14.75 

BOUQUET Special mixed 50 flowers plus fem.£22.50 

BOUQUET Carnations, Freesias/Ferns (30 floweis).£16.50 

BOUQUET Spray Carnations, Freesias/Fem (20 flowers).. £11.50 

A selection of beautiful hand made “Cuddlies” 

British Safety Standard Sent to all BFPO addresses 
Prices ♦ order forms available upon request 
All prices include PP and VAT 
NB: Peak period — flowers may he used from other sources 

VISA/ACCESS/AM EXP CARDS ACCEPTED (inc Expiry Date) 
Please make cheque or 1*0 payable to: 

JOY’S ROSES AND TOYS, Flamingo, Bas 
Capelles, St Sampson, Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB 
Telephone (01481) 46708 Fax: (01481) 43406 J 
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Helping Hands 






* 


■ 


...it's on the cards that 
the RNBT can help. 


Almost £2 million each year in grants 
to serving and ex-serving RN ratings, 
RM other ranks and their dependants 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust 
Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8PE. 

Tel: (01705) 690112 (Administration), 660296 & 725841 (Applications). 


When they're stacked 
against you... 


Ending on a high note 


MOUNTAINEERS from HMS Daedalus took 
the Navy’s record of charity fund-raising to 
new heights during an expedition to Nepal. 

The team of nine men and two women distrib¬ 
uted more than £1,000 worth of much-needed 
educational equipment to four remote mountain 
schools established by the Sir Edmund Hillary 
Himalayan Trust in Junbesi, Chaunrikaka, 
Kharikola and Khumjung. 

During the expedition the team completed a 
160-mile high altitude trek and conquered the 
summits of Kala Pattar at 18,384ft and Gokyo Ri 
at 17,655. 

The trek took just four weeks to complete - 
despite late monsoon rains, blood-sucking leeches, 
broken ribs and a sprained ankle. 


Exercise Personal Endeavour’ was led by Lt 
Dave Barrett and Lt Keith Ovenden. The expedition 
was the last to be staged by Daedalus personnel 
before the establishment’s closure. 


Everest 

The team continued to raise funds on their 
return and were able to present a cheque for 
£2,500 for the Trust to Mr George C Band, who 
with Sir Edmund was a member of Sir John 
Hunt’s successful Everest expedition of 1953. 

The money included £1,000 raised by the stu¬ 
dents of St Vincent’s Sixth Form College in 
Gosport during their annual challenge to mem¬ 
bers of staff. 


The high-altitude trekkers on the summit of Gokyo Ri at 17,655ft. Mount Everest is in the background. 




Cornish 
crabber 
saved 
from fire 

THE traditional Cornish 
crabber Gloria Rose 1 has 
been saved from a funeral 
fire by the Royal Navy for 
the benefit of primary 
school children in 
Cornwall. 

Skipper Malcolm Baker 
decided to decommission the 
boat but couldn't bear to set 
fire to a piece of local history. 

High and dry 

Fourlanesend County 
Primary School at Cawsand 
jumped at the chance to berth 
her high and dry in the 
grounds to use her as a plat¬ 
form to observe pond wildlife. 

The Royal Navy's supply 
department, Director Supplies 
(West) arranged for the Gloria 
Rose to be lifted out of the 
water at Devonport Naval Base 
and taken to Fourlanesend by 
low loader where Devonport 
Management Ltd craned her 
from the road, over a hedge 
and into the school. 


Peacock aids earthquake 


victims 


SAILORS from the Hong Kong patrol craft HMS 
Peacock wasted no time in volunteering to help vic¬ 
tims of an earthquake which devastated parts of 
Yunnan province in China. 

The earthquake killed 250 people and left more than 14,000 
others homeless. 

As scenes of the disaster reached Hong Kong’s television screens, aid 
relief campaigns sprang up all over the Territory. 

Local television station TVB launched their own appeal and they were 
soon inundated with donations. 

As the boxes piled up they realised they would need help in dispatch¬ 
ing them and turned to the British garrison for assistance. HMS Peacock 
was on patrol in Clearwater Bay and she immediately volunteered to help, 
sending 15 of her sailors and Royal Marines. 


Vital aid 


Chief of Staff and Senior Naval Officer Hong Kong, Capt Peter 
Melson, joined the team from HMS Peacock at TVB’s studio where they 
were working alongside Chinese TV celebrities to load the boxes of blan¬ 
kets and warm clothes on to container lorries. 

He said: “When the garrison got the call for help the Royal Navy were 
the first to volunteer their assistance. The TV studios were packed to the 
ceilings with donations and it was vital that the people of Yunnan got the 
aid as soon as possible.” 

ROYAL Brunei Navy personnel from the shipwright’s 
course at HMS Sultan came up trumps for youngsters at 
Beddinaham Infant School in Gosport. 

The children turned to them for help in repairing a boat 
used as a playground toy at their school, and when it was 
found to be beyond repair the team decided to build them 
a new one. 

Petty Officers Ibrahim Damit and Ahmad Rasid con¬ 
structed a GRP dingy, delighting the children and meeting 
a practical requirement of their course at the same time. 


Men from HMS Peacock working up a sweat at TVB’s studios at Clearwater Bay, Hong Kong. 
The team are pictured with Capt Peter Melson, Senior Naval Officer Hong Kong. 


CHILDREN at Portsmouth’s East 
Shore School were delighted to see 
sailors from HMS Invincible after 
their latest Adriatic Deployment. 

The school is one of the ship’s 
chosen charities and the children 
plotted her position on a giant map 
while she was away. 

The ship’s company raised 
£1,849 for the school during the 
deployment and Invincible’s 


Executive Officer, Cdr Colin Gass, 
visited the school to present the 
money, which will help pay for 
sports equipment. 

□ □ □ 

North wood’s SSAFA Committee 
raised £5,000 for the Services 
charity through a concert, 
BBQ, craft fairs and the publi¬ 
cation of a cookbook. 

The money was presented to 
SSAFA representative Wing 
Cdr Michael Liddiard by retir¬ 
ing chairman Mrs Gimma 
Macpherson. 

□ □ □ 

Sailors in HMS Cottesmore 
raised £400 through a sponsored 
row while on fishery protection 
duty. 

The Commanding Officer, Cdr 


Peter Hudson, joined 26 members 
of the ship’s company who rowed 
100 miles in just over 11 hours. 
The money was presented to the 
Mayor of Cottesmore’s affiliated 
town of Boston, Mrs Judy 
Cannack, by CPO Rob Bloska. It 
will go towards the running costs of 
a local home for handicapped chil¬ 
dren. 

□ □ □ 

Three members of RNH 
Haslar’s Accident and 
Emergency Department raised 
£150 for a children’s treatment 
room through a sponsored 
parachute jump at the RN and 
RM Sport Parachute Centre at 
Dunkeswell, Devon. 

They are Lt Andy Coleman 
QARNNS, LNN Sandy Paul and 
LNN Kerry Paul. 


Royals 
for rent 

ROYAL Marines from HMS 
Tamar armed themselves 
with dusters, cleaning fluids, 
secateurs and a sturdy pair 
of marigolds for their latest 
fund-raising effort. 

The ten-man team led by 
CpI Gringo Slator were avail¬ 
able to rent at $100 an hour, 
and were kept busy with a 
variety of gardening, 
removal and cleaning jobs 
and raised $35,000 (about 
£3,000) for the Hong Kong 
Society for the Protection of 
Children. 
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honour for VC who died a pauper 


-Belated 

A SAILOR who was awarded the 
Victoria Cross and then buried in 
a pauper s grave, has been hon¬ 
oured by the Royal Navy in a cer¬ 
emony to dedicate his headstone 
- almost 140 years after his 
death. 

John Taylor became one of the 
earliest holders of the VC as a result 
of his bravery as a member of the 
Naval Brigade ashore during the 


Crimean War. In an assault on the 
fortress of the Redan at Sebastapol, 
Taylor and four others dashed 70yds 
across open ground under heavy fire 
to rescue a wounded soldier. 

Taylor died of bronchitis in 
Woolwich at the age of 35 on 
February 25, 1857, hours after being 
told that he was being awarded the 
VC. He was buried in an unmarked 
grave at Woolwich Cemetery, and the 
medal was posted to his wife who 


had been refused permission to 
receive it personally from the Queen. 
It was sold in 1910 for £105. 

Recently Greenwich Parks 
Constabulary Officer located the 
grave and set about raising money 
for a headstone, raising the funds 
with the help of the Royal Naval 
Association, Victoria Cross Society 
and Co-operative Funeral Services. 
He also made arrangements for 
Taylor's descendants to attend the 


ceremony, including his great, great 
arand-dauqhter, Daphne Elvines 
from New Zealand. 

On February 24 the headstone was 
dedicated by the Chaplain of the 
Royal Naval College Greenwich, the 
Rev Clive French. Among those pre¬ 
sent was the Assistant Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Rear Admiral Jeremy 
Blackham. 

Twenty standards of the RNA were 
paraded, and the guard was com¬ 


posed of local Sea Cadets. A Royal 
Marines bugler sounded the Last 
Post. 

• Sufficient funds were raised as a 
result of the appeal to erect a plaque 
in memory of Henry Curtis, one of the 
other sailors who won the VC in the 
same action and who was buried in a 
grave in Portsmouth without his 
name being recorded on the head¬ 
stone. 


WRECK'S 

SECRETS 

AIDHMS 

VICTORY 

PROJECT 



GRAFTON’S 
SEA DEBUT 


IN GLORIOUS early spring weather, the 
new Type 23 frigate HMS Grafton heads 
for the Clyde exercise areas for the first 
of her contractor s sea trials. The suc¬ 
cessful trip concluded with the firing of 
her 4.5in. gun. 

The Grafton is in the hands of Yarrow 
Shipbuilders and is due to be handed 
over to the Royal Navy later this year to 
join the Fourth Frigate Squadron at 
Portsmouth. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Adrian Hughes 


SECRETS being unlocked on board a British frigate which sank off Australia 
more than 200 years ago are helping a major restoration project in HMS Victory. 
Excavation of the wreck of HMS Pandora is being ranked in importance with the 
recovery of artefacts from the Tudor warship Mary Rose, and will give a new 
insight into life in Nelson’s Navy. 


Like Henry VlIFs ship, the 
Pandora sank suddenly and 
was buried in mud, preserving 
personal effects and human 
remains. 

She foundered on the Great 
Barrier Reef off Cape York, 
Queensland in 1791 while return¬ 
ing from Tahiti with 14 men sus¬ 
pected of complicity in the mutiny 
on the Bounty two years before 
Four of them and 31 of the 
Pandora’s crew perished. 

Over the past ten years, two 
skeletons and more than 4(X) items 
have been recovered from the 
wreck. Soon excavations will enter 
a new phase when, under the lead¬ 
ership of Queensland Museum 
archaeologist Paul Gesner, the 
sailors’ quarters will he explored. 

Keeper and curator of HMS 
Victory, Mr Peter Goodwin, told 
Navy News that he is in close touch 
with Mr Gesner, and the continu¬ 
ing finds of furnishings and person¬ 
al effects were assisting his ten-year 
project to “bring HMS Victory 
alive”. 

“For instance, we know that 
Nelson had a stove in his quarters 
on board Victory and the only clue 
we had as to what it may have 
looked like was from a model of 
HMS Royal George. Then, in the 
captain’s cabin of Pandora, they 


found an iron stove of identical 
design, confirming that Nelson’s 
stove looked like that.” 

The result: replicas of the 
Pandora’s stove have been made 
for the admiral’s and captain’s cab¬ 
ins in Victory. Mr Goodwin also 
includes in his plans the fitting out 
of a sick bay and operating theatre, 
using contemporary instruments, 
furniture and containers. 

Mr Gesner hopes eventually to 
exhibit the Pandora artefacts at the 


Old timbers 
discovered 


WORKMEN renovating HMS 
Victory have discovered more 
original timbers in the ship 
than were thought to have 
been present. 

Most of HMS Victory’s wood 
has been renewed since 
Trafalgar. 

Now, work teams from 
Portsmouth Fleet Maintenance 
and Repair Organisation, have 
stripped away planking on the 
ship s port side to reveal sub- 
substantial amounts of timber 
thought to be original. They 
will be carbon dated to confirm 
their age. 


Royal Naval Museum with which 
he also has close links. 

Chief Curator of the museum, 
Mr Colin White said that the ward¬ 
room area of the ship had been 
excavated, revealing many personal 
possessions of her officers, includ¬ 
ing a chamber pot and an engraved 
fob watch. 

“We arc now keenly awaiting 
Paul Gesncr’s excavation of the 
crew quarters which for the first 
time will give us some idea of what 
ordinary sailors of Nelson’s day 
took on board ship and carried 
with them. 

“Few personal possessions have 
survived the period and we can 
only guess at what sailors carried. 
As a result of the finds in the Mary 
Rose, we know more about the 
Tudor sailor than about his 
Nelsonian ancestor. Pandora is to 
the 18th century what the Mary 
Rose was to the Tudor period.” 

• Peter Goodwin has received 
an award from the US Field 
Artillery Association in recognition 
of his historical research work on 
naval artillery. He was presented 
with the Honorable Order of St 
Barbara (patron saint of gunners) 
by Capt William Moss of US 
Marine Detachment 1797 during 
his group’s visit to Portsmouth 
Historical Dockyard. 



Falklands patrol vessel HMS Leeds Castle plays it cool around the two-mile wide Nordenskjold 
Glacier in Cumberland Bay, South Georgia, She was there to resupply the Army garrison and dis¬ 
embark personnel for the British Antarctic Survey base. 



Miscellaneous 




Available for Purchase 


EMBROIDERED 
NAME TAPES 


A set of six prints from the original watercolours which 
hung in the RNEC Manadon Wardroom 

The subject of each cartoon is of an engineering nature but 
they have wide appeal like all of Tugg’s work. For each set sold 
a donation will be made to King George Fund for Sailors. 

Available From: 

Lt Cdr S G Ball RN 

10, Campbell Road, Plymstock, Plymouth. 
Devon. PL9 8UE. 

TEL: 01752 482766. 


£12 UK. 

r-jc Airmail 
x -'° Abroad 


♦ 


Drab/White/Blue/Black 
(In sets of six) 

Any Quantity Supplied 

S.A.E. PRICE LIST 

Lancashire Embroidery 
& Insignia Ltd 

Leeds Road, Knowsley Ind. Park 
North, Liverpool. L33 7SA. 
Tel: 0151 546 5161 


New Photo's from Old! 
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PHOTOGRAPH*, WITHOUT DAM 6 IH 6 TOUR ONGINAt 

U 1 A 6 L maim iron i6 oo mts m 
nw 

TOR m IlffORttATlOfl PUASE MUR OR PHOHt- 

mimnnuem 

fkttPOST 1X2077. (Ik Stinv H) Ml IQX k, 
ENMfl.MT. TWioffiR 
TILOT 784 4^0607 
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MAIL ORDER SWEETS 

Black Bullets, Tyne Mints, Poor Bens, etc 
Most sweets only 35p per quarter 

(minimum order 71b in weight) 

Send SAE for our full range to:- 

Byker Bullet, 67, Granger Arcade, Newcastle, Tyne & Wear. NE1 5QF 
TEL: 0802 901971 _ 



PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 
make really great GIFTS or AWARDS 


Expertly ENGRAVED with Name. Rank and Number or a message to a 
girlfriend etc. In presentation box with matching 50in neck-chain, historical ^ 
notes and a guide to piping 


22ct Gold Plated Call £24.95 
Polished Brass & Copper Call £14.95 


Silver Plated Call £21.50 
Nickel-Plated Call £14.95 


Engraving t 2 10 per tine «4 up to I K Icilcn .inJ spate* (capitals and mjmtvrx count us 2 ) Maximum 4 tines (2 
curb side) Wc aim ai rvium H post service. Wc also manufacture unengrased regulation nasal issue' calls at 
£V VS and standard shams at IVW Pi'siage 11 2 i» Special dm minis liu RN Assituuims Cadci lliuls. Sea 
Scout Tnu*ps and sluhs on appItsm-m Credit cards assepttd 

Ton* Dept NN, Ferry Works, Ferry Lane 
Shepperton-on-Thames, TW17 9LQ i 
_ __Telephone 01932 244396 



REMEMBER THE 
GOOD OLD NAVY 



• AN ORIGINAL PRESENT 


A mourned and framed photograph of your 
(his) old ship printed from an original large 
format negative (excellent quality Mo 
enhance your hall, lounge, bar. den. etc. 

• Wc have been photographing \htp\ of 
all nationalities and types from the early 
to the present day. including 
R.F.A :s ft MAS. RN.V.R and P AS. 

WRIGHT & LOGAN (Est 1924) 

20 Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3111. 
FREE BROCHURE Tel: (01705>829555 








































































Keeping a soldierly look-out: Major David Milo at the helm of 
HMS Birmingham. 

ARMY OFFICER’S 
NEW HORIZONS 


ONCE Major David Milo had grown accustomed to the gale 
force winds and high sea state, his greenish hue was confined to 
his uniform ... 


A member of the 1st Battalion 
of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, 
which is affiliated to HMS 
Birmingham, David spent a week 
in the Type 42 destroyer gaining an 
insight into life at sea. 

Sea trials 

The visit took place as 
Birmingham undertook post-refit 
sea trials in the South Coast exer¬ 
cise areas, and David observed and 


participated in various serials, 
learning about the work of each 
department. 

He was also involved in scaboat 
drills and he took the helm of the 
vessel for a forenoon watch. 

•Before returning to his regi¬ 
ment, David is to attend the Royal 
Navy Staff Course at Greenwich, 
the last full staff course to be held 
there. The Initial Staff Course, 
however, will go on into 1997. 



People in the News 


y»' 





STAYING 

POWER! 



WHEN Boy Seaman Chris 
Lishman joined the Royal 
Navy in 1947 he surely did¬ 
n't imagine he’d still be in 
uniform half a century later. 

But Lt Cdr Lishman has just 
returned to civvies after 49 
years in a blue suit. 

He served in numerous ships 
as a seaman radar operator, 
became a petty officer in 1952, 
and, following selection for offi¬ 
cer training, he was promoted 
sub-lieutenant in 1961. 

Chris, who specialised in 
operations room management 
and helicopter control, retired 
from active service in 1989, but 
stayed in uniform as a retired 
officer in the Civil Service on 
the staff of Captain Naval 
Operational Combat Systems 
at MOD Portsdown. 

There his long experience 
has been put to good practical 
use in designing the layout of 
the ops rooms of future ves¬ 
sels. 

In his retirement proper 
Chris will be devoting more 
time to the Home Farm Trust 
charity. He is treasurer of the 
Solent branch. 



Vroom at the top 


SLOWING down couldn’t have been a priority for Rear Admiral Roger Lane-Nott (above) when it 
came to choosing a new occupation following his retirement from the Royal Navy. He went from 
Flag Officer Submarines to Race Director for the Formula One motor racing organisation, FIA. 


It used to be Naval tradition for admirals to be 
rowed ashore by their captains when they relinquished 
their appointments ... 

Admiral Lane-Nott, however, was waved off in a 
McLaren Formula One car, driven last season by Mika 
Hakkinen. 

Watching from the pits-well. Fleet headquarters at 
Northwood. actually - were Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet, Admiral Sir Peter Abbott, senior RN. RAF and 
NATO officers and other colleagues. 


Admiral Lane-Nott joined the Navy in 1963. He 
commanded three submarines - the diesel-powered 
HMS Walrus and the nuclear-powered Fleet sub¬ 
marines Swiftsure and Splendid - and one surface 
ship, the frigate HMS Coventry. 

He became FOSM, taking up the concomitant 
NATO submarine appointments with responsibility 
for the Eastern Atlantic, in December 1993. 

He has been succeeded in the appointments by 
Rear Admiral James Perowne. 



Miscellaneous 




ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP 
TROPHIES 

Manufacture Pewter Tankards, 
Trophies. Goblets and Hip Flasks 
Tankards Engraved with 
Badge/Crest from £5.50 ♦ VAT 

SEND FOR OUR FREE 
CATALOGUE 

TEL: (0114) 2589584 
FAX: (0114) 2583431 
GLOSSOP TROPHIES, 141 LONDON ROAD, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


The Foremost Book on Navy Songs 

“GREY FUNNEL LINES” 

Traditional song & Verse of The 
Royal Navy 1900-1970 

Compiled by CYRIL TAWNEY 

“A slice of nostalgia of immense 
appear - NAVY NEWS 

Price One. p.Ap.): £12.50 (UK/BFPO 
only. Elsewhere add E4.50). 

(AH overseas payments in Sterling by IMO 
or cheque drawn on a British bank, please) 
Orders to NEPTUNE (NN) 

521 Meanwood Road, LEEDS. LS6 4AW. 
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the Fkwterrrs 

FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

(B) Tankard House. 25 Leadmill Road. Sheffield SI 3JA 
111) Tel 0114 272 5676 & 0114 275 4168 Fax 0114 272 6651 



EMBROIDERED 

SWEATERS, SWEATS! UR I S 
POLO SHIRTS BADGES 

PRINTED 

TEES! IIRTS SWEATS! IIRTS 
BADGES COFFEE MUGS 
AND LOTS MORE! ALL EROM 
ONE SUPPLIER 


No artwork or setting up costs on the 
majority of our goods. 1 ligh quality, 
competitive prices and prompt delivery. 
BFPO tax-free service. 


Send for our new price list: 


REYNOLDS SPORTS S1/S2 
IIICII STREET, LINCOLN 
LN58AP 


Telephone: 01522 513333 
rax: 01522 5303K3 


_ ll0ve grandma. 


£9.40 


plus £1 extra 
(or a caption. 
£1.60 p&p. 

Cheques and POs 
only please 


^akeo mug joi 

»omeoneyoulove 

«_ 'Z. J A Unique 

I® 1 * T HOAyiGift 
Amusing or Joying 
!t 5 your choice! 


Roger Booth Associates, 99 Keymer Road, 
Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8QL 
Tel: 01273 842244. Fax: 01273 842246. 
e-mail: mugs@pubshop.demon.co.uk 


Send a colour photo, or any image up to A4. 
Well professionally scan it, enhance it if 
possible and zoom in on a roughly square 
section (you can tell us what part if you like). 
The image is then sealed into the mug 
I surface. All photos returned with mug. 

Send your remittance with your name, 
address and (if poss.) a telephone number. 

DISHWASHER t, MICROWAVE SAFE 
WON'T SMUDGE, 1ADE OR WASH OFF 

please allow 7 days for delivery, make cheques etc payable to 

ROGER BOOTH ASSOCIATES 

(don't forget to odd Cl.iO lor post atd parking!) 


Come join 
the band 



JUST SIGN there. . . Band C/Sgt Nick Hey hands over 
to the new bandmaster of Culdrose Volunteer Band, 
Band C/Sgt Jonathan Camps. Nick has joined the Royal 
Marines School of Music, now based at Portsmouth. 


New to RN air station 
Culdrose, but a local lad 
whose family is well known in 
musical circles, Jon joined 
the Royal Marines in 1979 
and specialised in cornet and 
violin. 

Previously musical direc¬ 
tor of the HMS Raleigh Bugle 
Silver Band, he said he was 
looking forward to carrying 
on Nick’s good work at 


Culdrose, improving the 
standard of the Volunteer 
Band and ensuring its mem¬ 
bers have fun taking part. 

Made up of a mixture of 
Service and civilian person¬ 
nel, the band performs both 
inside and outside the air sta¬ 
tion. Jon would welcome 
enquiries from prospective 
members and can be contact¬ 
ed on 01326 557210. 


Captain 
calls to 
present 
trophy 



CAPT Ian Forbes, CO of the 
aircraft carrier HMS Invin¬ 
cible, visited RN air station 
Culdrose to present a trophy 
to an officer who will be join¬ 
ing his ship later in the year. 

The Rob Morris Trophy was 
presented to Lt Brad Ogden 
(above) of 814 Naval Air Squad¬ 
ron. which is scheduled to join 
Invincible in 1996 for operational 
duties abroad. 

The trophy was given to the 
squadron by the parents of Lt Rob 
Morris, who was killed in a canoe¬ 
ing accident while serving in 814 
NAS in 1992. It is awarded to the 
aircrew student achieving the best 
results at the Certificate of 
Competency Board. 


Setting the records 
straight. . . 

FOR TAMING an overgrown 
filing system and bringing 
order to decades of poorly- 
kept records, Portmouth 
Naval Base worker Mr Mark 
Wight has received a 
Certificate of Efficiency. The 
presentation was made by 
the Second Sea Lord. 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. 
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Happy New Year 
to all our readers! 



FAST WORK 
REWARDED 

HALL porter Mr Mark 
Gittins quickly extin¬ 
guished a small fire in 
the main lounge of the 
WOs’ and CPOs mess at 
RN air station Culdrose, 
where he works. 



His prompt action won 
him a commendation from 
his employer, Aramark pic, 
the catering support and 
cleaning contractor for the 
establishment. 

Mr Alan James, of 
Aramark, went along to the 
mess to present the framed 
certificate, and the grateful 
mess president, WO Geoff 
Revill, added his thanks. 



NOW THAT’S A 
COINCIDENCE 


COMMANDERS Paul Fisher and Paul Docherty had plenty to chat 
about when their ships berthed alongside together in Portsmouth. Both 
men were educated at Simon Langton Grammar School, Canterbury, in 
the 1960s and they went on to join the Royal Navy within a year of each 
other. They now serve in the Third Destroyer Squadron, commanding 
HMS Edinburgh and HMS Nottingham respectively. 


BASE Gunnery Officer at HMS Tamar, Lt Nick Doyle, distrib¬ 
uted lucky lai see packets to Royal Navy LEPs (locally enlisted 
personnel) to celebrate the start of the Year of the Rat. 

The red packets, containing a good luck to the giver. Judging by 
small monetary gift, arc tradition- Lt Doyle’s generosity, the Year of 
ally handed out at the Chinese the Rat should bring him much 
New Year and arc meant to bring happiness and prosperity. 

Lifeboatman tries 


out helo winch 


from a new angle 



CPOACMN Dave Wallace presents Mr Fred Jackson with a cer¬ 
tificate commemorating his trip on a winchwire. With them is 
POACMN Tom Arnull, another member of the team which flew 
Fred to hospital. 

PLYMOUTH Lifeboatman Mr Fred Jackson discovered what it 
feels like to be the rescued rather than the rescuer when his craft 
went to the aid of the Danish cargo vessel, Marianne Danica. 


In appalling conditions the ship 
was drifting towards rocks. Botn 
the lifeboat and a search and res¬ 
cue helicopter from RN air station 
Culdrose were scrambled. 

During the operation, as an 
attempt was being made to get a 
line across from the vessel to the 
lifeboat, Fred sustained a head 
injury. 

The Culdrose crew winched him 
up to the helicopter and airlifted 
him to a waiting ambulance at 
Plymouth Airport. 


Now, looking fit and well, he has 
paid a visit to Culdrose to thank 
the helo crew and collect his 
winching certificate, a permanent 
reminder of his trip on the winch- 
wire. 

“Fve been involved in rescues 
from the lifeboat to Royal Navy 
helicopters before, but I never 
thought I would be the one being 
winched in the stretcher,” said 
Fred ruefully. 

“The crew did a great job and I 
am really grateful." he added. 


BUCKS FOR KIDS 

LMA Student Nurse Ian Cullen from Haslar is hoping to 
raise £3,000 for the Kids Fareham and Gosport Centre 
when he runs in the London Marathon on April 21. 


Kids Is a national charity 
which helps children with 
special needs and their fami¬ 
lies by providing a range of 
services for pre-school 
youngsters and respite care 
for children and young people 
up to the age of 19. 

One of its five family cen¬ 
tres has been based in RNH 


Haslar, but due to the growing 
demand for its services - and 
changes at the hospital - it is 
moving to a new base in 
Fareham, where it will be 
more central to the communi¬ 
ties it serves. 

Anyone wishing to know 
more or to sponsor Ian should 
telephone 01705 511824. 


GOSPORT • HANTS 

A DEAL OF 
A LIFETIME! 



100 % 

PART EXCHANGE 

AND 

MORTGAGE PAID 
TILL JAN’97! 


W hat better way to start the New Year, 
than in a brand new Barratt home? 
Our superb award-winning Premier 
Collection homes offer many attractive 
features such as en-suite bathrooms, utility 
rooms, family ‘dens’, cloakrooms and so 
much more! 

And now, we’re offering a great ‘Deal Of 
A Lifetime’ - with your mortgage paid 
till January *97! 


100% PART EXCHANGE 


Our Home Exchange Service means 
that we will consider either buying your 
present house through our famous 7 Day 
Part Exchange Service - or we will sell 
it for you through our Agency Selling 
Service, which is free, and gives you full 
market value for your old house. 

It’s a great way to buy and sell in one 
easy move. Ask for details. 


HELP FOR FIRST-TIME BUYERS 

Many first-time buyers think they could 
never afford a home of their own, hut now 
they can - thanks to the Barratt NO 
DEPOSIT AND MOVE-IN SCHEME. 

We’ll also pay up to L500 towards your 



BARRATT 

U&n'tauiH t/j'etiiter Wottne t-Autf<fcr 




EXCLUSIVE 
ARMED FORCES/MOD 
DISCOUNT. 
SAVE UP TO £2,000. 


Brand new Barratt development 
NOW OPEN! 


Broad Oak Lodge, 
Whiteley nr Fareham. 

2 ik 3 bedroom houses from 

£62,995. 

Telephone: 01489 880554 


Blake’s Harbourside, Ham Lane, 
off Elson Road, Gosport. 

2 and 3 hednxim cottage-style houses from 

£59,995. 

Showhome open from 10am to 6pm Thursday 
to Sunday inclusive. (Monday 2pm to 6pm). 

Telephone: 01705 503529 or 
Sales Hotline: 01703 273311 


YOU’LL HAVE TO MOVE FAST - THIS IS A LIMITED PERIOD OFFER! 


King’s Acre, 

off Grange Road, Gosport. 

Acclaimed cottage-style houses with 2 
and 3 bedrooms, fitted kitchens, central 
heating, double glazing and gardens. 
From £56,495. 

Sales office and show village open every 
day from 10am to 6pm. 

Telephone: 01705 522096 


If you’re a member of the Forces, or 
MOD personnel, you will enjoy a 
special discount. Ask for details. 



Offer jvailahk* On mortgage:* up to CSO.lW on wire ted propert h * 4tnl *ilc*. Mihfeet to the purchaser taking an approved new mortgage through a Bjtratt appointed independent fitvuui.il ad Mw*. Any lender pnnided 
oohkii k or diwotint will limit hr uwd fi» fwv mort| 5 »ge repayments, iktraftl't Barratt will pay a subswlt to ensure mortgage ri payment* jn paid until Jjnu.it> IVM?. Rjrr.ut subsidy o hjwil on j mortgagi uf 25 years tut 
of lay relief. Offer* subject «u «utu*. contrail and normal Barratt House Exchange tondilionv UV'.i Home EfthllKi available within ea.h operating area onlv ttpw.aH> within a K> link r.ulius of the development. 
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jor effect’ on naval operations 


Herald officer 
wins £10,000 
over Gulf War 
mines idea 


A ROYAL Navy hydrographic officer has been awarded £10,000 for solving an 
electronics problem which had a vital bearing on the success of mine clearance 
operations in the Gulf War. 


Lt Cdr Jeff Faulkner was a 
lieutenant and Navigating 
Officer in HMS Herald, mine 
countermeasures “mother 
ship” during the conflict with 
Iraq. 

He confounded the experts by 
suggesting that the satellite global 
positioning system (GPS) could be 
interfaced with ship Computer 
Assisted Action Information 
Systems (CAAIS). It was some¬ 
thing that the specialists had said 
could only be achieved through 
long-term development. 

Amphibious force 

Mine countermeasures vessels 
need precise navigation necessary 
for modern mine hunting methods 
by interfacing their CAAIS with 
electronic position fixing systems 
which arc normally located ashore. 
But in the northern Gulf the shore 
was occupied by the enemy. 

The only conventional naviga¬ 
tion method available to the Hunts, 
tasked to clear a path for a large 
amphibious force to enter Kuwaiti 
waters, was a buoy system which 



Lt Cdr Jeff Faulkner pho¬ 
tographed in HMS Herald dur¬ 
ing the Gulf War. 


could be automatically tracked by 
radar. However, the method was 
less efficient, would take longer 
and was vulnerable to enemy detec¬ 


tion - in waters within range of 
land-based missiles. 

GPS had been made available 
for Operation Granby. But while it 
was radar silent and difficult to 
detect by an enemy, the established 
belief was that it could not be inter¬ 
faced with CAAIS without the 
long-term development of dedicat¬ 
ed hardware. 

Seizure plan 

Only nine British Hunt-class ves¬ 
sels were available for the opera¬ 
tion. While the four US MCMVs in 
the Gulf were fitted with integral 
GPS they could not enter the mine¬ 
fields with any safety due to their 
high noise levels, magnetic signa¬ 
ture and lack of protective equip¬ 
ment. 

As part of the planning for the 
operation, Lt Faulkner had been 
tasked to examine the utility of 
suitable land-based sites in the 
northern Gulf. 

Such was the desperate need to 
establish electronic position fixing 
systems that it was originally pro¬ 
posed that Marines go ashore to 
capture and hold sites, as a com¬ 


12 MONTH GUARANTEE 



SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has 
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined ana polished 
to a beautiful finish. All products come with 5mm thick bevelled 
glass. We can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5. 

Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 
lahogany plinth £112 
hogany plir 


BUILT IN UK 


6in Porthole clock £71 
6in Dial Porthole barometer £73 
5in Dial Porthole clock £64 
5in Dial Porthole barometer £66 
3'/Jn Dial Porthole clock £51 
3’/Jn Dial Porthole barometer £53 
3VJn Dial clock and barometer on m. 

5in Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 

Postage and packing, add £3.50 (UK) and £20 (overseas) to 
Royal Mariner, Dept NN, B. Cooke & Son Ltd., Kingston Obervatory, 
58/59 Market Place, Hull HUl 1RH 

nEhJ Telephone 01482 223454/224412, Fax 01482 219793 


Veterans Medals 
available! 


Lost Your 
Medals? 


We can replace 
them NOW! 

• FULL SIZE A MINIATURES 

• MOUNTING SERVICE A RIBBONS 


for ex-military & civilian 
services, are you entitled to any of 
the following? 

• GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 

• VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL 

• MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

• SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 

• BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

Send for brochure & 
application forms, 
or an S.A.E. for replacement list 

Telephone: (01752) 872672 Fax: (01752) 872723 

TOAD HALL - NEWTON FERRERS • PLYMOUTH • DEVON • PL8 1DH 




promise between military risk and 
navigational accuracy. 

Although he had not been 
tasked to produce an engineering 
solution to the problem, Lt 
Faulkner came up with an answer 
which achieved interface between 
GPS and CAAIS using a serial data 
cable and software modification. It 
proved easy to install and user- 
friendly - and made the seizure of 
land sites unnecessary. 

In recommending an ex gratia 
payment. Britain’s Senior Naval 
Officer Middle East at the time. 
Commodore Chris Craig, reported: 

“This interface has had a major 
effect on Gulf operations which is 
totally disproportionate with its 
small cost. Mine warfare in the 
Kuwait theatre of operations has 
been an outstanding success. 

“This success would certainly 
have been considerably lessened, 
and may not have been possible, 
without this navigation system.” 

Lt Cdr Faulkner is now senior 
instructor at the RN Hydrographic 
School, HMS Drake. 


Departure 
of Renown 

LORD HEALEY takes a last look inside HMS Renown, 
the submarine his wife launched when he was 
Defence Secretary In 1967. 

He and Lady Healey were guests of honour at the 
decommissioning of the nuclear powered Polaris 
boat at Clyde Naval Base. 

Also among the 600 guests were Renown’s first 
and last Commanding Officers, Capt Robin Heath RN 
(retd) and Cdr Ian Arthur, former members of her 
crew and representatives of the industry that built 
her. 

Renown will be moved to Rosyth where she will 
join her sister vessels, Revenge and Resolution. The 
last Polaris boat in service, HMS Repulse, is due to 
decommission later this year. 

• Britain’s third Trident-armed nuclear submarine, 
HMS Vigilant, has arrived at the Clyde base to begin 
contractor’s sea trials. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Paul O’Shaughnessy 


Get Wise on DCIs 


Racer to head for Baltic 




THE Services' sail training 
yacht HMSTC Racer will be 
the Royal Navy’s entry in the 
Tall Ships Race for the month 
beginning July 9. 

This year the race takes place in 
the Baltic, starting from Rostock in 
Germany and ending in 
Copenhagen via St Petersburg and 
Turku in Finland. 

Male and female applicants of 
all ranks and rates are invited to 
apply to crew for one of the three 
legs of the race or for either the 
voyage from Gosport to Rostock 
beginning on June 24. or from 
Copenhagen to Gosport, arriving 
August 24. 

Racer, a Nicholson 55 yacht, 
berths a skipper, normally appoint¬ 
ed by the Joint Services Sail 
Training Centre, and 11 crew. 
Reservists and members of 
University RN Units are eligible, 
but for the race itself priority will 
be given to those born after June 9, 
1970. 

Newcomers to sailing are being 
encouraged to apply, although the 
skipper must hold an RYA 
Yachtmaster (Offshore) certificate 
and must be NIC 55 qualified. Cost 
per person ranges from £160 to 
£310 depending on which leg is 
chosen. DCI RN 4$/96 

Storage of 
property 

STORAGE arrangements for the 
personal property of single. Service 
personnel posted overseas took 


effect from the beginning of the 
year. 

Now a single officer or Service 

g ^rson who has no suitable place in 
ritain to store property, or 
through the urgency of their post¬ 
ing is unable to make arrange¬ 
ments, can have it removed to the 
Central Depository at RAF 
Stafford. DCI JS 2/96 

Joint staff 

A JOINT Planning Staff has been 
formed at HO Land. Wilton, in 
preparation for the formation in 
mid-1996 of a Permanent Joint 
Headquarters. The PJHQ will sub¬ 
sume the Joint Planning Staff, the 
Joint Force Operations Staff and 
the Joint Warfare Staff. 

DCI JS 1/96 

Top essay 

AN ESSAY on how technology 
affected the role of navies in the 
19th century won the 1994 Naval 
History Prize of £200 for Lt Cdr 
Nicholas Barker. Runner-up for a 
£120 prize with an essay on the 
same subject was Lt Cdr Shaun 
Lewis. At the time Lt Cdr Barker 
was serving at Portland and Lt Cdr 
Lewis at the Clyde Submarine 
Base. DCI RN 2/96 

Regatta 

THE 21st Services Offshore 
Regatta (SOR 96) will take place 
on July 10-13. Entrants from 
Regular members of the Armed 


Forces will be able to take part in 
two races - The Princess Elizabeth 
Challenge Cup, to be sailed in the 
Solent, and the main race from the 
Solent to St Peter Port, Guernsey. 

Entries must be with the 
Secretary, SOR 96, RNSA Office 
CO RN and RAYC, 17 Pembroke 
Road, Portsmouth, PO!8 2NT (tel. 
01705 823524), by June 24. 

DCI JS 16/96 

Alps event 

SERVICE mountaineers with the 
required level of experience of 
rock climbing, rope handling, 
abseiling and climbing in snow and 
ice. arc invited to apply for a place 
on the Joint Services Alpine Meet. 

The meet, in the Mont Blanc 
region of the French Alps, will be 
held from July 27 to August 9 and 
will be led by Lt Cdr Neil Hicking, 
METOC, Northwood, Middlesex, 
HA6 3HP. Application forms must 
be with him by June 1. 

DCI JS 19/96 

Uphill race 

THE WELSH 1,000m Peaks Race 
will be held in Snowdonia this year 
on June 1 and will be organised by 
Gorphwysfa Fell Runners Club and 
the Army in Wales. The course 
begins at Aber on the North Wales 
coast and ends at the summit of 
Snowdon. 

Six-person Service teams arc 
invited to apply by April 19 - 
enquiries to Capel Curig TC (tel. 
01690 720 291/292). DCI JS 20/96 
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Ex-submariner Anton Tarczanyn on the road to success with The 
Yellow Rolls-Royce. Picture: Samantha Pritchard of Plymouth Evening Herald. 


Legion to grant 120 loans 


THE RBL’s Small Business Advisory 
Service which helped Anton Tarczanyn 
expects to grant a total of 120 loans this 
year. 

Ex-Service people who join the growing num¬ 
ber of self-employed - the figure has doubled 
since 1979 - are entitled to apply for a small busi¬ 
ness loan on very favourable terms. 

On approval of a business plan, The RBL will 
grant a loan of up to £5,000, interest free and 
repayable in five years. 

“The Legion s schemes have helped create 
many thousands of these jobs over the last few 
years with loans and advice,” said a spokesman 
for the SBAS. "They are acknowledged as a valu¬ 
able input to the Tri-Service Resettlement 
Organisation in assisting Service personnel 
when returning to civilian life.” 


The SBAS's Business Starter pack is a best¬ 
seller, while instant telephone advice is on offer 
on 01980 847753 before and after business start¬ 
up. 

• After ten years at Maidstone the SBAS has 
moved to Tidworth where The RBL Training 
Company’s college is situated. 

Since April last year Tidworth College has pro¬ 
vided resettlement courses lasting from one to 
six weeks for 271 Royal Navy personnel ranging 
from Ordinary Seaman to Commodore, and have 
already taken bookings for 239 RN members for 
courses over the next five months. 

The Course Co-ordinator can be reached on 
0151 357 2938. 

In February the Legion s President, Vice 
Admiral Sir Geoffrey Dalton, officially opened the 
college's Leopold Muller Hall of Residence. 


Life of freedom 
behind the bars 


SCOTTISH & Newcastle 
Tenancies arc keen to attract 
ex-Navy personnel to run 
some of their 779 pubs - fol¬ 
lowing their favourable expe¬ 
riences w ith tenants who have 
left the Service. 

“Running a pub is different - 
the pub trade suits people of all 
backgrounds, and Service per¬ 
sonnel with the right skills can 
successfully take on a pub tenan¬ 
cy,” said a Scottish & Newcastle 
spokesperson. 

However, the company advises 
anyone contemplating a tenancy 
to look for a company with a wide 
range of pubs, a good selection of 
beers and a reputation for train¬ 
ing. 

Personality 

Prospective tenants should 
scrutinise the lease agreement to 
establish whether it allows entre¬ 
preneurial freedom, whether it is 
short and flexible and who is 
responsible for repairs and refur¬ 
bishment. 

They should also establish 
whether their personality is 
matched to the type of pub they 
choose to take on. No education¬ 
al qualifications are necessary for 
any tenancy, but useful qualities 
include supervisory experience, a 
good head for business, an outgo¬ 
ing personality, leadership poten¬ 
tial, energy. Initiative and com- 
monsense. 



Ex-sailor Ian has The 
Globe at his feet. . . 


Tenants are responsible for 
recruitment, training and motiva¬ 
tion of staff as well as cellar man¬ 
agement, food service, security, 
financial planning and control, 
and marketing. 




Scottish & Newcastle recruit¬ 
ers can be reached on 0500 
9495%. 


IAN MILLS, pictured here with his wife Sandra, retired as a 
POSTD after 24 years service - and as part of his resettlement 
programme he signed up for the British Institute of 
innkeeping course by which he qualified in food hygiene and 
advanced cellar management. 

He took on Scottish & Newcastle's The Globe pub in 
Standish, Wigan and catapulted it to the forefront of good 
food in the area. He received the Accolade of Catering 
Excellence and a Children's Certificate. 


Anton s drive 
helps him to 
leave hi style 


WHEN A BACK injury ended Anton Tarczanyn’s 22-year career in the Royal Navy, 
the CPO(COXN) decided to transfer his driving excellence from nuclear-powered 
submarines to a Rolls-Royce car - and make money in the process. 

With a distinctive yellow Rolls and a smart chauffeur’s uniform. Anton is offering his services for 
hire to anyone who wants to be driven in style in the Plymouth area. 


And he has done it all by using 
his initiative to gain as much 
financial and advisory help as pos¬ 
sible from Service and cx-Service 
resettlement agencies. 

“For years I was the personal 
military staff car driver to Flag 
Officer Submarines,” Anton told 
Na\y News. That gave me valuable 
experience as a chauffeur, so when 
I left the Navy I completed a 
course which qualified me as a 
Fellow of the Professional 
Chauffeurs Guild. 

“Then from the RN 
Resettlement Office in HMS 
Drake I got to know of The Royal 
British Legion loan scheme for 
Service people setting up small 
businesses.” 

Anton had his heart set on a 
restored, 1978 Rolls w hich he had 
seen. “It was bright yellow, a dis¬ 
tinctive colour w hich was just what 
I needed for my business. I decid¬ 
ed I would trade under the title of 
The Yellow Rolls-Royce.” 

Business plan 

The car cost Anton £ 17.5(H), 
and he needed a further £2,500 to 
set up his business, but the sever¬ 
ance grant he had received from 
the Navy was not enough to foot 
the whole bill. 

For six months he worked hard 
to put together a business plan 
and feasibility study with the help 
of Plymouth Enterprise Agency, 
who also granted him £500 
towards his training on the covet¬ 
ed chauffeur’s course at the Rolls- 
Royce School of Excellence. 

“I submitted my business plan 
to The RBL Small Business 
Advisory Service. They inter¬ 
viewed me. liked what they heard 
and granted me a £2.500 small 
business loan.” 

Charging between £160-£200 
for wedding transport. Anton 
believes that the shortage of good 
quality cars and chauffeurs will 
ensure his business success. “I 
managed to get started by taking 
advantage of all the help on offer. 
I've learned a lot in the process 
and I’m more than happy to advise 
anyone thinking of taking a similar 
course.” 

Anton can be reached on 01752 
337129 (0374247068 mobile). 

Colin gets on 
his bike ... 

SOPHISTICATED cycling in the 
South-West is being offered by a 
holiday firm in which retired Lt 
Cdr Colin de Mowbray is a part¬ 
ita 

Cycle Cruising (01935 823783) 
packages “gentle routes”, a sup¬ 
port vehicle, professional staff, 
and luxury accommodation for 
sightseers on two wheels. 


Change of address 


HEAD office and London 
Central Branch of the Regular 
Forces Employment Assoc¬ 
iation have moved to new 
premises. 

The new HQ phone number 
is 0171 321 2011, and the new 
London Branch number is 
0171 321 2177. 



For those in peril.. 

Disaster at sea can strike at any time. But 
life ashore has its disasters too - when 
sailors grow old, become disabled, fall on 
hard times, leave widows to be cared for 
and children to be educated. 


King George’s Fund looks after Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines widows and 
orphans from two World Wars and the 
Falklands Campaign to the present day. It 
is also the vital safety net for the many 
organisations serving the Merchant and 
Fishing Fleets. Every year, some 80 or 
more maritime charities receive over £2m 
in help from KGFS. 


Sadly, the need continues to grow and we 
need your help to continue caring 



The Safety Net for all Seafarers 

8 Hatherley Street, London SWIP 2YY 
Tel 0171 -932 0000 Reg. Chorny 226446 


To The Director General. King George’s Fund for Sailors 
8 Hatherley Street. London. SW1P 2YY 

I enclose my gift for the work of the Fund 

£5 □ £10 □ £25 □ other □ 

or debit my Barclaycard, Access, Visa card 


Expiry date_Name_ 

Signed_ 

Address_ 

_ Postcode 










































NEWSVIEW 


Warming to the 
touch of blue 


THE OLD square-rig may look impractical, outmoded 
and even uncomfortable, but it is still somehow right 
and the vast majority will welcome the news that most of 
its traditional features are to be retained - even the 
flared trousers that hark back to the famous bell-bot¬ 
toms. 

It is surely no accident that so many of the world’s 
navies have copied the styles originally laid down by the 
Senior Service in the 19th century (the black silk actual¬ 
ly dates back to “ at least 1542 and the origins of both it 
and the lanyard are lost in the mists of antiquity."). 

Interesting to note, too. that the review that led to the 
1977 version of the square-rig sought to delete both 
these items and that it was pressure from the sailors 
themselves that led to their reinstatement. 

Main feature of the Hobbs Report on RN clothing, 
reported for the first time in Navy News this month, is a 
move towards uniformity, with common styles for offi¬ 
cers and senior ratings and for all junior ratings. 

Eccentric 

This will save money and present an image more in 
the tradition of being “all of one company” (the 1977 gar¬ 
ments actually turned out to be more expensive while 
detracting from the traditional appearance) 

But the truth is that the Navy is better known for its 
individuality than its uniformity - as exemplified by its 
love of “dressing up" and the individual, non-regulation 
touches some of its famous sons have added to their 
sartorial splendour. 

It goes with the Navy’s encouragement of initiative 
and the nation's fondness for the dedicated loner - even 
for the eccentric. 

The report s official recognition for the wearing of the 
kilt with mess undress (which has long been common 
practice) is a case in point. 

Individuality 

Not only Scottish kilts, but Irish, Welsh, Cornish and 
Manx ones. too. the existence of which most people will 
have hitherto been blissfully unaware. 

Whatever little touches of individuality the “new” uni¬ 
form may yet allow, the sight of Jack on the streets of so 
many of the world s ports will still invite the warmth of 
instant recognition for a style often imitated, never bet¬ 
tered. 

His arrival in a couple of remote Albanian villages last 
month - where children have been dying for want of any 
sort of warm clothing - was certainly welcome. 

Meanwhile, during his own decidedly eccentric jour¬ 
ney through some of the poorer quarters of Eastern 
Europe. Lt Tony Brooks has been struck by the over¬ 
whelming hospitality of the Muslim communities he has 
entered. 

Such exchanges between representatives of the 
Royal Navy and the many nationalities and cultures with 
which it comes into contact have made its uniform a 
trusted badge of goodwill. 

May all who copy it use it likewise. 


Welfare, holidays for disabled, retraining ... 

Record pay-outs 


as demand on 
Service funds 

mounts 


A BIG INCREASE in pleas 
for help to Service charities 
is resulting in record pay¬ 
outs from their funds. 

Navy News has learned that 
The Royal British Legion, 
which disbursed nearly £2.1 
million in one-off grants in 
1994-95, expects an increase of 
almost 20 per cent in the value 
of payments this year. 

Last year the Legion, which 
works closely with other Service 
charities, dealt with 77,400 cases 
involving such causes as welfare to 
needy ex-Service people, convales¬ 
cent help, holidays for the disabled 
and retraining. 

“In the first three months of this 
financial year The RBL has grant¬ 
ed £84,000 more than the same 
period last year,” said the Legion's 
Senior Welfare Officer, Bill 
Edwards. “That represents a major 
increase of 18.5 per cent. And last 
year we doubled the annual num¬ 
ber of cases we dealt with.” 

Reserves 

Other charities, too, are experi¬ 
encing a growing demand for help. 
King George's Fund for Sailors has 
announced that its grants for 
VE/VJ year stand at £2.630,(XX), 
their biggest single amounts going 
to the RN and RM Children’s 
Trust (£280.000) and the RN 
Benevolent Trust (£262,(XX)). As 
reported in Navy News's 
December issue, the RNBT itself 
granted a record £1.9 million in 
1994-95. 

KGFS had to draw on the 
Fund’s reserves to meet the six per 
cent rise in expenditure which 
included: 

£490,300 to homes, hospitals 
and sheltered housing for disabled 
seafarers. 

£256,700 for missions, clubs, 
societies and associations caring 
for seafarers. 

i 1.331.520 towards funds sup¬ 
porting seafarers and their depen¬ 
dants. 

£533,000 for children's homes, 
training ships, schools, and schol¬ 
arships and bursaries for seafarers' 
dependants. 

Bill Edwards sees one of the 
main reasons for the rise in The 
RBL caseload as the Legion’s 
higher profile during the 50th 


anniversary years of D-Day and 
victory in World War II. and a 
more professional management of 
the organisation in recent years. 

The introduction of full-time, 
paid County Field Officers by The 
RBL over the past two to three 
years has placecf the Legion’s wel¬ 
fare affairs on a sounder footing. 

Their officer for Devon, which 
covers the Naval community in and 
around Plymouth, is a former 
Royal Marines lieutenant-colonel, 
Tim Courtney. 

“In the 12 months ending last 
September I dealt with 265 cases of 
ex-Service people in need and paid 
out over £70,000,” he said. “Since 
then there has been a steep 
increase in applications, and at the 
moment I’m getting an average of 
three new cases every two days. If 
that goes on. last year's figures will 
be almost doubled.” 

High profile 

His counterpart in Hampshire. 
Graham Fitness, is also dealing 
with a big increase in general 
inquiries, a far greater proportion 
than before coming from young 
people. 

Apart from the organisation’s 
higher profile and restructuring, 
Mr Courtney also believes that 
large-scale redundancy in the 
Armed Forces has had an impact. 

“Younger people who joined the 
Services for a career, arc now com¬ 
ing out into an area in which unem¬ 
ployment is already high.” he said. 

And bad money management 
among some leavers had led them 
into financial hardship. “I know of 
a case of one Serviceman who left 
a year ago with a gratuity of 


£70,000 and is now £30,000 in debt. 
There is no doubt that many peo¬ 
ple come to grief with plastic cards 
these days.” 

• A major charity for the Royal 
Navy has reversed a rule which 
prevented it benefiting WRNS rat¬ 
ings who continue to serve as non 
sea-goers. 

The Royal Naval Benevolent 


Trust decided at its 89th meeting 
that those who continued to serve 
from November 1, 1993 under for¬ 
mer WRNS conditions of service 
fell within the definition of “Our 
Naval Forces” in the Trust’s Royal 
Charter. They are therefore eligi¬ 
ble to benefit from the RNBT or 
WRNSBT and may submit an 
application to either organisation. 


SSAFA campaign 
focuses on help 
for the elderly 

A NATIONWIDE campaign to help the elderly in need is 
being launched this month by the Soldiers’ Sailors’ and 
Airmen’s Families Association. 

Founded in 1885, SSAFA is the oldest established ex-Service 
caseworking charity, with 7,000 trained staff ready to meet ex- 
Service people in their own homes in complete confidence. 

“They know the ropes - they know about benefits, entitlements, 
allowances, care and how to go about getting them,” a 
spokesman told Navy News, adding that they can sometimes pro¬ 
vide direct financial help from SSAFA’s own funds. 

“Problems are not always financial. Quite a few elderly people 
are desperately lonely. If an occasional chat helps, SSAFA will do 
that, too.” 

• SSAFA's number is in most telephone books. If not, the 
Citizen s Advice Bureau will find its nearest representative. 
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Options 


ARMILLA Patrol ship HMS Chatham took a break 
from the Gulf region to head further east for an eight 
day visit to Singapore, where she was the focal point 
for British industry taking part in the Asian 
Aerospace 96 trade show. 


British Aerospace held a 
presentation on board for the 
Singapore Navy and the Type 
22 frigate conducted a Sea 
Day, embarking visitors for 
the passage around from the 
naval base at Sembawang to 
the commercial docks at the 
south of the island. 

Sembawang dockyard, now 
mainly a commercial ship 
repair yard, was originally 
home to the Royal Navy’s Far 
East Fleet and to old hands It 
remained one of the few areas 


still recognisable. 

In the past 25 years 
Singapore has become one of 
the so-called “tiger 
economies” and much of the 
island is now covered in high- 
rise blocks and motorway sys¬ 
tems. 

While Chatham was there the 
final stage of the ultra-modern 
rapid transit train system was 
opened, linking Sembawang 
with the city centre. 

A few reminders of colonial 
days survive, albeit in slightly 
sanitised condition. You can 
still buy a Singapore sling at 
the famous Raffles Hotel - and 
there is still plenty of nightlife 
on Bugis Street, although not 
in the style of old! 

Warm welcome 

However, Singapore proved 
to be a popular run ashore with 
plenty of attractions to suit the 
modern sailor - theme parks, 
seaworld centres, cable car 
rides to offshore islands, a 
world-renowned zoological 
park and a small surviving part 
of the orginal Chinatown, while 
at the base the Terror Club and 
the New Zealand Forces Centre 
provided a warm welcome with 
their pools, restaurants and 
bars. 

Around 50 wives, mums, 
dads and girlfriends flew out 
for a holiday in the sun, most 
moving on to Phuket in 
Thailand, Chatham’s next port 
of call for six days before mov¬ 
ing on to a short refuelling stop 
at Goa, a quick visit to the 
Maidive Islands - and back to 
the Gulf again. 


Bugis 


Street revisited 


• Top: HMS Chatham’s sea boat escorts her down the Straits of Johore. Above, left: OM Gary Glennister (left) and LRO Paul Westlake 
get a taste of modern Bugis Street - coconut milk! Above, right: sailors strike a bargain in what’s left of Singapore’s Chinatown. 


Plover helps raise 
$1.3m for LEPs 


HMS PLOVER played host to hundreds of visitors when 
the Royal Navy and the Hong Kong Military Service Corps 
opened their gates to the public to raise $1.3m for the 
Locally Engaged Personnel Trust.. 


This is the charity set up by 
the British Forces to provide 
for Hong Kong Chinese for¬ 
mer members of the Garrison 
who may find themselves in 
need or distress after 1997. 


Over 40,000 people made their 
way to Stonecutters Island and 
HMS Tamar naval base to enjoy a 
week-end of spectacular entertain¬ 
ment. 

The famous green Star Ferries 
kept up a constant shuttle from 


Tsim Sha Tsui and Central and 
while many of the arena events 
drew large audiences the longest 
queues formed up alongside the 
patrol craft. 

Many visitors were willing to 
wait up to an hour before stepping 
on board and trade in Plover mem¬ 
orabilia was brisk, with locals mak¬ 
ing heavy inroads into the ship’s 
supply of T-shirts, baseball caps, 
badges and posters. 



Also popular was HMS Tamar’s 
Clearance Diving Team’s display 
which included the only recom¬ 
pression chamber in Hong Kong, 
now mainly run by the Fire 
Services Department.. 

Highlight of the show centred 
around the basin, however, where 
ships, helicopters and assault craft 
featured in an exciting anti-terror¬ 
ist display. 

A Wessex helicopter from 
28(AC) Squadron RAF Sek Kong 
hovered over one of HMS Tamar’s 
250-seater ferries while members 
of the Royal Marines detachment 
rapid-roped onto its deck to rescue 
a hostage. 

As Fast Pursuit Craft raced 
around in support there was a lot 
of shooting - and shouting -until 
their mission was accomplished. 

A capacity crowd had gathered 
around the football pitch to see the 
Commander British Forces Maj 
Gen Bryan Dutton open the pro¬ 
ceedings by dotting the eyes oi the 
lions and dragons - thus ensuring 
good fortune would attend the 
weekend’s programme. 

Arena events included 29 
Transport Squadron, Royal 
Logistic Corps and Dragon 
Company of HKMSC taking part 
in colourful lion and dragon 
dances, followed by motorcycle 
and dog displays and a rousing per¬ 
formance by the Pipes and Drums 
of 1 Bn The Royal Gurkha Rifles. 

• CpI Andy Wilson, RM spins 
a Fast Pursuit Craft around HMS 
Tamar's basin during the anti-ter¬ 
rorist display.. 
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Options 


ON WITH THE SH< 



FA2 Sea Harriers from SOI Squadron 
in HMS illustrious drop flares during 
a flying display for the Israeli military 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS is 
back in Portsmouth 
enjoying the first respite 
for a duty carrier in more 
than three years of back- 
to-back deployments to 
the Adriatic. 

The deployment of 60,000 
IFOR troops and armour in 
Bosnia and their success in 
policing the fragile peace 
has provided enough stabil¬ 
ity for the ship to leave the 
region. 

But Illustrious will remain 
within 21 days of the Adriatic 
and is ready to return if her air 
power is needed to support 
ground forces which include 
15,000 British personnel. 

HMS Ark Royal, invincible 
and Illustrious have provided a 
continuous carrier presence in 
the region since the Ark sailed 
with alight gun battery and spe¬ 
cialist army units to support 
Britain's humanitarian opera¬ 
tions In Bosnia in 1993. 

The commanding officer of 
HMS Illustrious, Capt Jonathon 
Band, sard: ‘In the early days of 
UN support the first response 


GROUND attack aircraft from the 
Royal Air Force have been flying from 
HMS Illustrious in trials which could 
lead to RAF Harriers regularly 
embarking in Royal Navy carriers. 

illustrious hosted two GR7 Harriers from 
RAF Wittering for the ‘day" stage of trials 
which saw the bombers flying joint mis¬ 
sions with the ship's FA2 Sea Harriers. 

The atm is to combine the devastating 
ground attack capability of the GR7 with 
the FA2’s ability to acquire targets beyond 
visual range and provide fighter cover on 
the way in. 

Night-flying trials will be conducted from 
Illustrious or Invincible later in the year 


and if successful the first deployment on 
exercise or operations could come next 
year. 

illustrious's CO, Cap! Jonathon Band, 
told Navy News: “The combination of the 
two aircraft employed from the sea in a 
power projection role is something that we 

Exciting change 

“It would give us the option of putting, 
say, six GR7s on board with six to eight 
Sea Harriers, which would give us a much 
greater weight of attack or presence, what¬ 
ever was needed. 

“They would come from their own 
squadFOn and It would be one of their des¬ 


ignated roles, which would be practised 
annually. It Is a very exciting and high pro¬ 
file change. I think we have fust opened the 
box on what we could do together." 

In addition to operating separately in 
their primary roles the aircraft could also 
conduct joint reconnaissance missions 
and the GR7 can be armed with the 
sidewinder air-to-air missile to provide 
back-up for the FA2s. 

During the trials the aircraft conducted 
Joint bombing exercises on ranges ashore 
and flew against jets from the American 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington. 

Below; GR7s from RAF Wittering land 
alongside Sea Harriers from SOI Squadron 


was to get British troops and 
their artillery to Bosnia and to 
give them air cover, and that 
could only be done by us in the 
Navy. 

"Since then the air campaign 
has gained its credibility and 
the mixture of land and sea 
based air power has given great 
flexibility. In winter you can 
never be sure whether an air¬ 
field is going to be open but the 
ships can normally get to 
places where we can open our 
airfields and provide a range of 
capabilities.' 

Quality 

“What the British carriers 
have provided 1$ not weight of 
numbers, but quality, particular¬ 
ly in terms of maritime aviation 
in the eariy period and the last 
three deployments of HMS 
illustrious and HMS Invincible, 
and the introduction of the FA2 
Sea Harrier. 

"Its superb radar, weapons 
and camera fit have given the 
air commander a high quality 
asset even though the numbers 
are obviously smaller than in 
squadrons ashore." 


HMS Illustrious leaves the 
Mediterranean for the Adriatic 
on her Iasi deployment 
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COMEDIAN Bobby Davro topped the 
bill In an uproarious show in Lusty's 
aircraft hangar off the coast of 
Sardinia. 

His act was custom-made for the captive 
audience who were delighted by a brand of 
humour free from the constraints of family 
viewing. 

The night before the show Bobby met 
many of the ship's company and dug up 
some useful ammunition for his act. 

Bobby has appeared before Service audi¬ 
ences in Germany Cyprus, Kuwait and 
Northern Ireland but this was his first show 
in a ship. He said: '*! have to say the Navy 
were the nicest bunch. It was a really good 
crack - they were a great audience.” 

Highlight 

Bobby's show was the highlight of the 
three-hour performance which included the 

K ’ enomenai juggling skills of Steve 
wlings and talented trio of singers Basic 
Instinct. 

The show was arranged for the ship by 
the Combined Services Entertainments 
organisation, previously known as the 
Entertainments National Service 
Association (ENSA) or more fondly as 
Every Night Something Awful! 

CSE arranges shows for servicemen and 
women ail over the world. Entertainments 
officers or PROs who would like more 
details should contact CSE Tour Manager 
Tom Spencer on 01494 878360. 


Above: Basic Instinct singers 
Helene Horiyck (left) Karen 
Noble and Kate Satterfield 


illustrious will stay in 
Portsmouth until Easter, giving 
the ship's company a well- 
deserved break after spending 
11 of the last 15 months at sea. 

During her latest four-month 
deployment the ship had to can¬ 
cel a Christmas reunion with 
families in Barcelona to provide 
immediate air cover for IFOR 
troops arriving in Bosnia. In a 
55-day stint at sea she became 
the first British aircraft carrier 
to come under NATO command. 

The ship returned with her 
escort HMS London and the 
RFAs Fort Grange and 01 wen 
and in mid April the carrier task 
group will sail for the east coast 
of America where one of the 
largest military exercises since 
World War II is taking place. 

Exercise Purple Star will 
involve Royal Navy frigates, 
destroyers, the assault ship 
HMS Fearless and the carrier 

O with more than 40,000 
Navy, RAF and Army per¬ 
sonnel and their US counter¬ 
parts working together for three 
weeks. 

Purple Star provides an ideal 
opportunity for Illustrious to put 
her anti-submarine and anti-air 
warfare skills to the test fit deep 
ocean after such a long spell in 
the narrower, shallower water of 
the Adriatic with its busy com¬ 
mercial airways overhead. 

During Illustrious's deploy¬ 
ment she visited Malta and 
Haifa where she showed off her 
capabilities to the Israeli mili¬ 
tary. 

CTn the way home she had 
lime to requalify some of her 
Harrier pitots in night opera¬ 
tions and conducted mutual 
training exercises with the 
American carrier U3S George 
Washington. 

• HMS Beaver and HMS 
Brazen remain in the Adriatic to 
enforce the UN arms embargo. 


Right: Comedian Bobby Davro 
topped the bill in the Combined 
Services Entertainment show 
oft the coast of Sardinia 

Below: The Prince of Wales 
spent a night In HMS Illustrious 
during a low-profile visit to 
Bosnia In February. HRH toured 
the ship and met many of the 
ship's company. He Is pictured 
with Capt Jonathon Band. ^ 


A SEA Harrier from 801 Squadron in HMS 
Illustrious landed safely at Bari airport in 
Italy with a damaged engine. 

But repair work could best be done on board 
Illustrious and a tri-service team from the heli¬ 
copter section of the Joint Air Transport 
Establishment (JATE) at RAF Brize Norton was 
alerted. 


The team, led by Lt Dave Morrison, flew by 
Cl 30 to Bari where they met the RNLO Lt Steve 
Barclay and a team from 801 Squadron. A 
Chinook from 7 Squadron RAF on IFOR duties 
in Split flew over to complete the task and in 
truly Mediterranean weather a packed ‘goofint/ 
deck saw the first low and slow Chinook/FA’ 
flypast in perfect formation! 


Pictures by 
HMS Illustrious 
Photo Unit 
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options | Napier 
knew a good 
thing when 
he saw it 


THE NINTH Lord Napier 
began his naval career at 
Trafalgar as a midshipman in 
HMS Defence. Thirty years 
later he was sent to China to 
seek a settlement between 
British sea traders and the 
Cantonese authorities and died 
of a fever there less than four 
months after his arrival. 

The Opium Wars which broke 
out six years later have focused 
blame on Napier and his mission, 
but as Priscilla Napier argues in 
Barbarian Eye (Brassey’s £25) he 
was unfairly regarded by those 
same authorities as a “dangerous 
spy”. 

Napier advised that general 
trade could have been opened - 
and opium smugling halted - by 
the mere presence of a convincing 
British force off the China coast. 

His appointment would have 
been a challenge to the most 
skilled of diplomats yet Napier’s 
“solid and expansive mind’* was 
noted even by his Chinese oppo¬ 
nents, which coming from them 
was praise indeed. 

He spotted a rocky island occu¬ 
pied by only a few fishermen that 
guarded one of the finest natural 
harbours in the world. Why not 
arrange to trade from there, he 
argued, rather than up river at 
Canton, where ships could be 
boxed in at whim? 

The island was Hong Kong. 

Services chess 

THE Combined Services Chess 
Championship will be held in 
HMS Collingwood on 2-6 May. 
Contact Lt D Eland on MOD 
93816 8017. 




At Your Leisure 
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Duncan’s hands-on 
approach 
appreciated 

COMPARED with Nelson, Duncan of Camperdown (Craig-Nivcn Books, of Diss, Norfolk, £9.95) has 
almost passed into obscurity - and yet without his cool handling of the mutiny at the Nore a few months 
before, neither Camperdown nor even Trafalgar eight years later, both victories that removed the threat 
of invasion, might have happened. 


In a well-timed life and times to 
mark the 200th anniversary next year 
of the battle that earned Scotland’s 
greatest admiral his place in history at 
the age of 66, Neil Duncan argues 
that the mutiny truly saw his finest 
achievement - as the Prime Minister 
of the day himself believed. 

“Had he failed, the long-term con¬ 
sequences for the security of Great 
Britain would have been disastrous. 
Ahead of its time, it was a model for 
the correct management approach to 
a major industrial dispute. 

It is doubtful whether all of Dun¬ 
can’s management methods would 
win universal approval today. When a 
serious disturbance occurred in HMS 
Adamant, he at once repaired on 
board to demand if any man disputed 
his authority or that of his officers. 

When one man stepped forward 
the white haired admiral at once 
grabbed him by the collar and hung 


him over the ship’s side, calling: “My 
lads! Look at this fellow who dares to 
deprive me of the command of the 
fleet!" 

It worked, though. There were 
roars of laughter and in the difficult 
days ahead the crew of the Adamant 
remained staunchly faithful. Duncan 
in any case supported most of the 
men’s demands, recognising that 
their calibre, morale and seamanship 
set them apart from the opposition. 

That the French navy was very 
much the most inferior part of 
Napoleon’s Military Machine 
(Spellmounl, £25) has long been 
recognised. Philip Haythornthwaite 
points out that, like the army, the 
French navy suffered severely from 
the purges of the aristocracy instigat¬ 
ed by the early revolutionary govern¬ 
ment. Not only genuine “aristos” 
were hounded out of office but many 
of the most capable senior and mid¬ 


dle-ranking officers as well, so that of 
those serving in 1790 only about 25 
per cent were still on active duty by 
June 1791. 

“The stupidity of this purge is per¬ 
haps best demonstrated by the dis¬ 
banding of the Marine Artillery, the 
highly-trained gunnery corns, which 
(because of their degree o! training) 
was considered elitist and therefore 
politically suspect; so instead of 
trained specialists, gunnery was vest¬ 
ed in the hands of those who were 
politically reliable but technically 
incompetent.” 

Unlike the army, the navy never 
truly recovered, partly because of the 
concentration upon France’s role as a 
continental rather than maritime 
power and despite all Napoleon’s 
concern with providing it with excel¬ 
lent ships that were often, in fact, 
superior to those of the Royal Navy. 

— JpA 



Admiral Viscount Duncan of Camperdown, Baron 
Lundie 1731-1804. From a painting by J.S. Copley. 



More war 
stories 


published 

WHEN Jimmy Brown registered for call-up in 1942 he stated a preference for 
RAF Ground Staff - “something fairly safe with a nice uniform”. 


In the event, he was given 
an Army medical and wound 
up in the RN Patrol Service. 

Harry Tate's Navy is his 
personal story of a famously 
“mixed fleet” and some of the 
colourful personalities who 
inhabited it in the last years 
of the war - characters like a 
certain Skipper who “even 
when sober wasn’t very good 
at bringing the ship along¬ 
side”, a process described by 
one member of his crew as 
“circling for a landing.” 

“Big eats” 

Much of Brown’s career 
was spent on loop patrols out 
of Durban where the “big 
eats” were a revelation to one 
who had never in his life 
before had two eggs on the 
same plate. 

But when HMS Northern 
Isles struck the rocks off 
Durban Bluff on July 19,1945 
he thought he was himself 
about to provide a meal for 
the local population: 

M . . . it did nothing for my 
morale to see several loaves 
floating out from the galley aft 
as it went under only to be 
snapped up by some 
denizens of the deep.” 

This entertaining and 
evocative memoir of the 
“Minor War Vessels” that set 
out from Lowestoft to fight in 
every corner of the globe is 
available from the author, 
priced at £6.95. Telephone 
01467 621787. 


Service with Coastal 
Forces is the subject of John 
W. Davies’ Jack - The Sailor 
with the Navy Blue Eyes 
(Pentland Press £17.50), 
detailing the minutiae of daily 
life on board Motor Gun Boat 
320. 

Focke Wulf 

On January 20 the boat was 
in Newhaven Harbour when a 
Focke Wulf fighter bomber 
flew across low on her star¬ 
board side. Davies and the 
number two in his guns crew 
opened fire - and immediate¬ 
ly saw flames and smoke 
gush from the fuselage. 

His satisfaction was com¬ 
plete when he learned that the 
aircraft had just returned 
from a savage attack on a 
Catford primary school in 
which 38 children and six 
teachers died. Davies was a 
former pupil. 

Merchant cruisers 

These two head a list of 
recently published reminis¬ 
cences whose titles largely 
give a clue to the contents. 

The Nine Lives of Ding 
Dong Bell (£8.95, tel. 01248 
490376) is Richard Hutson’s 
strongly autobiographical 
account of the Atlantic war in 
armed merchant cruisers, of 
convoys to Malta and of ser¬ 
vice with the American Pacific 
Fleet, from navigating a sloop 
off the coast of Burma to pro¬ 


viding cover for the Russian 
convoys. 

Lucky Me (£7.50, tel 01342 
844173) likewise takes 
Leonard Barton on a similar 
route in the destroyer HMS 
Bicester, “surviving bombs 
and torpedoes by the narrow¬ 
est of margins” through a lot 
of action, mostly in the 
Mediterranean. 

Salvation 

Not Like Other Boys (£5, tel 
01323 898937) is a novelised 
account of how Alan Nunn 
was evacuated away from his 
over-zealous Salvation Army 
parents to a kindly foster fam¬ 
ily, whence he volunteered for 
the Navy. 

He served in HMS Onslow, 
the so-called “VC ship” 
which took part in more con¬ 
voys to North Russia than 
any other. 

An even earlier start was 
made by Robin Rowe, who 
joined the Royal Marines as a 
Boy Bugler in 1941 a few 
months after his brother died 
in HMS Hood and went to sea 
aged 14 in HMS Howe. 

He was still only 17 when 
the Howe came under 
kamikaze attack off Saki- 
shima - and what he had pre¬ 
viously enjoyed as a “specta¬ 
tor sport” was suddenly too 
close for comfort, as he 
relates in Sticky-Blue - A Boy 
and a Battleship (Devonshire 
House £6.75 Tel 01647 52113). 

- JFA 






















SKASCOPE BOOKS. Specialist se¬ 
condhand and out of print Naval and 
nautical hooks. Write today for a 
FREE catalogue to “Seascopc Books*’ 
M.V Laura Vieira. PO Box 406. 
Maidstone. Kent. MEI6 OXF. 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 1Q4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Rd; Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 091 265 6333 


NEVER.... 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Llskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for free IJsts of used and 
antiquarian hooks from our huge slock 
on Naval A. Merchant Shipping 

N.FISHER NAUTICAL 

lluntswood, SL Helena Lane 
Slreat, Hassocks, Sussex BNi 8SD 
Tel/Fax 01273 890273 


DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH ? 

T hen leading inA-pt»rv4rT« 

may be able to hdp you. 

THE PENTLAND PRESS 

mtNBUUH - CAMBRIDGE - DURHAM - USA 

Write ia Edicriai Office <NN) 

I Hunan Qaae, South Qxxch, 
Bishop Auckland, tXrham DL14 6XB 


AUTHORS 

Let Us Publish Your Book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, Biography, 
Children's Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Bocks 

AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 
465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 

Member of The PuNrshers Association 


And this little piggy cried 
‘Wee wee wee’ all the 
way to the bank . . . 


Options 


MARINERS 
Ltl DOWN BY 
THE JAPANESE 
NAVAL HIGH 
COMMAND 

JAPANESE submarines in 
World War II performed indif¬ 
ferently and fell far short of pre 
-war expectations - but the 
loyalty, dedication and spirit of 
their crews never faltered de¬ 
spite their lack of success and 
proportional losses which 
matched those of their German 
allies. 

In The Japanese Submarine 
Force and World War II (Airllfe 
£22.95) Carl Boyd and Akihido 
Yoshida show that its failure 
was In large measure due to 
unrealistic military planning 
and preparation. 

Despite its failure in the bat¬ 
tles of the Coral Sea and 
Midway, Japanese naval high 
command continued to hold 
that it should be used chiefly 
to assist in a decisive battle 
between capital ships. 

Then came the surprise 
American offensive at Guadal¬ 
canal and the crisis situation 
after late 1942 seemed to 
require the use of submarines 
in dangerous supply and evac¬ 
uation missions. Thereafter 
their fate was sealed. 

The use of miniature “kait- 
en” suicide submarines came 
out of desperation - and failed 
to measure up to the achieve¬ 
ments of their airborne 
kamikaze counterparts. 

There was a claim that kaiten 
had a hand in dealing the mor¬ 
tal blow to to cruiser USS 
Indianapolis - which had car¬ 
ried the major parts of the 
atomic bombs - but the 
authors conclude that she fell 
to conventional torpedoes 
launched by 1-58. 

Whatever, “in the minds of 
some Japanese warriors, a 
peculiar type of justice seems 
to have been spun out”. 

-JFA 


N\VAi./M\RIIIMK BOOKS Send 
lor free catalogue of secondhand 
hooks extensively covering naval, 
shipping and seafaring activities 
GERALD LEF MARITIME BOOKS. 
73. ( lavhall Avenue. Ilford. Essev. 
IO> OPV Tel: 0181-550-7317. 

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service, locating out of 
print titles on all subjects. No obliga¬ 
tion or SAE required. Contact: 6 Cler- 
kenwell Cottages, Haddenham, 
Bucks. HP17 8BJ. (01844) 292083. 

“H.M.S. GANGES (The final fare¬ 
well) . . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before demoli¬ 
tion. One tear-jerking hour of nostal¬ 
gia. produced by JOHN DOUGLAS 
author H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on mv 
dozen!) & H.M.S. GANGES (Tales of 
the T.R.O.G.’S.) 

S.A.E. details Douglas Hsc. Pcn- 
marth. Redruth. Cornwall TRI6 6NX 


“OF FRIGATES 
& FILLIES” 

Charles Poynder's story from 13yr 
old Dartmouth Cadet to 1959 
voluntary redundancy. 

Covers WW2 from Murmansk to 
surrender Hong Kong entailing 
service KENYA. LONDON. 

EGGESFORD, MUSKETEER and 
HM Submarines plus Korea/ 
Malaya in WHITESAND BAY 
culminating with command of 
MUTINE and CHEQUERS 
£12. from Huntsland House 
Balmoral, La Vrangue, SPP. 
Guernsey. GYl 2EX. 


THOUGH the moonlight flights by RAF Lysanders are best known for keeping open the 
links between Britain and France during the occupation, the Navy kept up the good work 
when the moon was down. 


Fly, voiced by Miriam Margolyes, encourages Babe, voiced by Christine Cavana, in his ambition 
to be a “sheep-pig”. A still from Babe the Gallant Pig. 


drama. Jade, and comedy-drama. 
In the Bleak Midwinter. Of the 

first of these you could say that 
since the very title discloses the 
plot mechanics it’s not actually 
necessary to sit through the thing. 

True, but the real point of the 
exercise is to provide a showcase 
for the estimable Sean Young. The 
rangy and frequently raunchy Ms 
Young has been searching for sev¬ 
eral years now for that one big. 
star-making role. This isn’t it. but 
she’s the whole show, and fans cer¬ 
tainly won’t be disappointed. 


Jade begins in classic style: the 
murder scene, arrival of world- 
weary cop, accumulation of exotic 
subjects. Before long the plot gets 
so convoluted that exam boards 
could set it for A-levels, although a 
number of eye-popping set pieces, 
notably the best car chase for ages, 
keep one watching. 

David Caruso, more familiar as 
a TV cop. is in charge of the pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Kenneth Branagh’s In the Bleak 
Midwinter is one from the heart: a 
bunch of assorted theatrical types. 


some evidently drawn from life, 
some apparently straying in from 
the pilot of a TV sit-com, gather in 
a village church to mount a pro¬ 
duction of Hamlet. 

The rows, the heartbreak, the 
humour, the triumph. . . It’s a 
digest of every ‘ Puttin’ on a show” 
movie ever made and like the cast 
itself (R. Briers, J. Sawahla. J. 
Saunders. J. Collins) represents a 
potent mixture of the fashionable 
and the nostalgic 

- Bob Baker 


Secret Flotillas: Clandes¬ 
tine Sea Lines to France 
and French North Africa 
1940-44 (HMSO £65) has the 
benefit of author Brooks 
Richards' own SOE experience 
and unprecedented access to 
the archives of the SOE and 
the Secret Intelligence Service 

Some 200 operations were 
mounted in all, from Cornwall into 
Brittany and from Gibraltar into 
French North Africa, Southern 
France, Corsica and Northern 
Italy, landing and picking up 
agents and ferrying Allied evaders 
and escapees. 

Controversial 

Most controversial of these were 
those carried out by HMS Fidelity, 
the first British warship to sail in 
wartime with a female officer - her 
cipher officer. First Officer 
Madeleine Barclay. 

Fidelity, a cargo vessel refitted 
as a O ship, was manned by a 
French crew who had elected to 


serve with the Royal Navy, rather 
than the Gaullist forces. 

Her commander was one 
Claude Andre Peri, who took the 
nom-de-guerre of Lt Cdr Jack 
Langlais after scorning an attempt 
by the French Consul at Gibraltar 
to enlist him to carry out a sabo¬ 
tage attack on HMS Hood. 

Mistress 

Barclay, at one time his mistress, 
was said to have worked for him as 
an agent in the Far East. 

Both died with Fidelity, along 
with some 404 others, including T 
Coy of 40 RM Cdo, when she was 
torpedoed off the Azores, leaving 
behind very mixed emotions. 

Peri/Langlais has been criticised 
for, in pursuit of dreams of person¬ 
al glory, causing vast sums of 
money to be squandered on con¬ 
verting an entirely unsuitable ves¬ 
sel into an armed merchant cruiser 
that was too slow and too big and 
conspicuous for the clandestine 
ventures in which she was 
employed. 


Seldom can a single ship have 
caused such diverse opinions in 
high circles - the Flag Officer 
Commanding North Atlantic 
dubbed her “HMS Futility”, but 
she and her commander were high¬ 
ly thought of by the Commanders- 
in-Chief Western Approaches and 
Far East Fleet. 

Beyond reproach, however, 
were the voyages by felucca out of 
Gibraltar by the Polish lieutenants 
Kadulski and Buchowski. 


Disbanded 


By the time this small, criminal¬ 
ly unsung unit was disbanded it 
had carried a total of over 600 peo¬ 
ple into or out of enemy-held terri¬ 
tory and landed around 120 tons of 
war material, travelling 35,000 
miles during 350 days at sea. 

This book is a timely account of 
the achievements of these and 
many others like them which could 
not be told at the time - and 
looked like being ignored there- 

af,ef -JFA 


The felucca Dogfish, with which Krajewski carried out 
most of his operations to North Africa. 


BOOKFINDING 

SERVICE 

Out-of-print titles. 

Naval & Maritime books and 
other subjects 
Barlow Moor Books 
29 Churchwood Road 
Didsbury 

Manchester M20 6TZ 

T*l: 0161-434 5073 
Fax: 0161-448 2491 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction. Non-Fiction. Biography. 
Religious. Poetry. Childrens' 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 

Write or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 010 BWOMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW7 300 


“BUT WHAT are pigs for?” 
wonders Babe the piglet as he 
gazes around his farm. After 
all, it’s obvious that horses are 
for pulling, cows are for milk¬ 
ing, hens lay eggs. But pigs... ? 


Screen Scene 


It’s all a great mystery until one 
day a cat - it would be a cat - lets 
him in on the appalling secret. 

However, Babe is a practical 
sort of pig who determines that the 
path to survival lies in usefulness. 
Sheep-dogs seem to lead impor¬ 
tant, respected lives: he will there¬ 
fore, he decides, become a sheep- 
P'g- 

So together with his pal 
Ferdinand the goose, who’s aware 
that something called Christmas is 
imminent and that a certain time 
element is involved. Babe sets 
about saving, as it were, his own 
bacon. 

The main thing to say about 
Babe is that it is not just a kids’ 
film. The humour, the barnyard 
logic and such scenes as the 
farmer’s dance require a grown¬ 
up’s perspective for full enjoyment. 

Made in Australia, the film is a 
collaboration between the makers 
of the 1980s Mad Max movies and 
the late Jim Henson’s Creature 
Workshop, who have rendered the 
various animals via a seamless inte¬ 
gration of puppetry, animation and 
flesh-and-blood critters. 

Babe is a film and a character 
that everyone seems to fall in love 
with. So finish off those pork saus¬ 
ages before seeing it: you probably 
won’t fancy them afterwards. 

Recent video releases include 
comedy. Dr Jekyll and Ms Hyde. 
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Recognition at last 
g iven to the men ot 

the ‘secret flotillas’ 


Lt Marian Kadulski of the 
Polish navy adopted the 
name “Krajewski” when 
he was sent to Gibraltar 
in March 1941. Nominally 
head of a new Polish 
naval mission there, he 
had actually been 
detached from the navy 
to the branch of the 
Polish clandestine ser¬ 
vices dealing with evac¬ 
uation operations. At the 
time of his arrival on the 
Rock he was 31 years 
old and had been in the 
Polish navy since 1928. 
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Reunions 


APRIL 

HMS Cairo 1939-42 The tenth reunion 
will be held on April 6. For details please con¬ 
tact Jock Harns. 72 St Leonards Caravan 
Park. Ringwood Rd. West Moors. Ferndown. 
Dorset BH22 OAQ Te 01202 894121. 

HMS Newfoundland 1942-59 The next 
reunion is at the Trecarn Hotel. 
Babbacombe. Torquay. April 12-14 For 
details please contact Tom Parkinson. 19 
York Avenue. Coppice. Oldham. Gtr 
Manchester OL8 4BY Tel 01260 279819 

The Artificers Reunion (1981-83) will be 
held m Edinburgh on April 13 Contact Kevin 
O’Shea. 3 Raven Close. Waiermead. 
Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire HP20 2VE Tel 
01296 433661. 

Seaman Specialist Comrades 
Association RAS(L) & (S) at the Hole in 
the Wall . HMS Excellent. Whale Island. April 
13 from 1930 to 2359 All seaman special 
ists. serving and retired (including wives and 
girlfriends) are invited Contact Ralph 
McDonald on 01225 882046 (working hours) 
or Snowy Chngham on 01329 317281. 

40 Royal Marines Commando (1942-46) 

Annual reunion April 19 22 at the Broadway 
Park Hotel. Sandown. Isle of Wight Contact 
Peter Fisher. 6 High St. Milford on Sea 
Lymmgton. Hampshire S041 OOD. Tel 
01950 644559 

Swansea Unit. Sea Cadet Corps 60th 
anniversary reunion, April 20. in TS Ajax 
Pilot House Whart Manna. Swansea. West 
Glamorgan. For details contact Lt Mike 
Thomas on 01792 655335 

The Association of Wrens Edinburgh 
and District Branch, celebrate their 5CXh 
anniversary on April 20 Details from Madge 
Thorton. 14 Woodlands Grove. Edinburgh 

Aircraft Handlers Association The 10th 
anniversary reunion will be held April 24-27 
at the Norbeck Castle Hotel. Blackpool 
Oetails from Mr Ian Beard. 6 Meadow 
Crescent. Castle Donnmgton. Derby DE74 
2LX. Tel 01332 850471 

EA5 Club (all mine sweeping officers who 
served in Portsmouth and Newhaven 
Commands 1939 46) celebrates its 50th 
anniversary with a reunion on April 24 at the 
Naval Club. London For details, conlact Lt 
AW Sharpe RNVR nd. 7 West Hill Hall. 
Harrow-on the Hill. HA2 OJQ Tel 0181 423 
1054 

HMS Serene 1944-46 The 17th reunion 
will be held on Apnl27 at the Community 
Centre. Lmgfield Surrey Details from E 
Drummond. 5 Green Way. Syke Lane. 
Scarcroft. Leeds LSI4 3BJ Tel 0113 289 
2222 

HMS Ocean Association AGM on April 
27 at the Nautical Club. Birmingham at 12 
noon Enquiries to Knowlson 15 East 
Avenue. Burnage. Manchester M19 2NR Tel 
0161 224 5582 

MAY 

HMS Bullen reunion at St Anne s Hotel 
Litham St Annes. Lancashire May 3 5 For 
details please contact Mr Stephen Keeler 
Flat A2 Maida Avenue. London W2 1TF Tel 
0171 723 6039 

HMS Gambia Association holds a mini- 
reumon at the RNA Club Weymouth May 3- 
6 The programme includes a visit to the WO 
and Senior Rales Mess HMS Osprey. 
Portland, and a church service Details from 
Les Newman, 3 Coppice Rd. 
Whitnash.Leamington Spa CV31 2JE Tel 
01926 831599 


HMS Tenby (the F65 frigate and the J34 
minesweeper) The next reunion is at the 
Trecarn Hotel. Babbacombe. Torquay, May 3- 
6. All Welcome For details nng Phil Rowe on 
0161 7477325 

HMS Jervis and the 14th Flotilla 
Association hold their 14th reunion on May 
4th. 1996 For details, contact WE Skilling. 
7 The Hollands. Park Rd. Hanworth. 
Feltham. Middlesex TW13 6PQ Tel 0181 
898 6857 

HMS Opossum F33 The third reunion 
will be held in Nottingham May 10-11 Any 
ex shipmates not in touch, please contact 
Harry Catterson. 27 Rissmgton Walk. 
Thornaby. Stockton on Tees TS17 9QJ Tel 
01642 881770 

Algerines Association Annual reunion in 
Portsmouth May 10-12 For details, contact 
George Patience. 48 Rowsley Avenue. 
Hendon, London NW4 1 AJ 

HMS Lookout A reunion will be held on 
May 11 at Burnley for anyone who served or 
is interested in HMS Lookout. For details, 
contact Buck Taylor. 5 Milton Rd. Radcliffe. 
Lancashire Tel 0161 723 3025 

HMS Cossack Association invites all 
shipmates, their families and relations to join 
the association and attend the next reunion 
on May 11. A warm welcome awaits L03 and 
D57 crew, families and those with an interest 
in the association. Contact GW Toomey. 184 
Bebington Rd. Rock Ferry, Birkenhead L42 
4QE. Tel 0151 6453761 

HMS Parret mini-reunion on May 12. All 
ex crew welcome For details, contact Jack 
Alkms. 17 Great Central Avenue. South 
Ruislip. Middlesex HA4 6TT 

HMS Hermione Association annual 
reunion at the Anchorage Hotel. 
Babbacombe. May 17-19. For details tele 
phone Mr S Brotherton on 01925 824504. 
New members of any commission are very 
welcome 

HMS Barham Survivors Association 

The 40th annual reunion will be held on May 
18 at the Royal Sailors Home Club. 
Portsmouth Details from Percy Callum. 41 
Roedean Rd. Worthing BN 13 2BT. 

851 Sqdn FAA HMS Shah A reunion will 
be held at the Fleet Air Arm Museum. 
Yeovilton. on May 18. Details from Frank Ott. 
20 Petvm Close. Street. Somerset BA 16 
OSX. Tel 01458 442047 

HMS Saintes Association will hoid its 
fourth reunion at Gosport RNA Club on May 
18. The event is open to any Royal Navy 
personnel who ever served in her Contact 
Mr L Andrews. 65 West Way. Lancing. West 
Sussex BN 15 8LY Tel 01903 767637 

HMS Cleopatra All ex Cleopatrons can 
be sure of a warm welcome at the next 
reunion at the Glendower Hotel. Southsea. 
Hampshire on May 18 For details, please 
contact Mr FE Daniel. 45 Glebe Rise. King s 
Sutton. Banbury. Oxon OX 17 3PH Tel 01295 
810024 

HMS Cavalier (1944-72) The seventh 
annual reunion will be held May 24-27. A 
visit to the ship has been arranged for May 
25 All ex Cavaliers and others interested 
should contact Sid Annmg. 14 Kipling 
Gardens Plymouth PL5 3DD Tel 01752 
768201. 

HMS Burges (K347) A reunion will be 
held on May 31 at Great Malvern All ex-crew 
are invited to contact Mr D Benson. 313 
Dividy Rd. Stoke on Trent ST2 OBJ Tel 
01872 281872 Tel 01745 856968 
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BUYING A NEW CAR? 
Make it a Peugeot 


Special Forces discount of up to £2,000 

available on whole Peugeot range at 

Rangers TMS Ltd 

We at RANGERS TMS LTD (a Peugeot matn dealership) operate a scheme 
entitled Personal Home Use for the purchase of Tax Paid Peugeot cars. To 
qualify for this scheme you need to be a serving member of HM Forces. We 
provide a comprehensive range of services to our customers, including: 

or A convenient and generous trade-in facility 
<9- Finance at Competitive Rates ^ Car Insurance 

Rangers TMS Ltd 

Bulford Road, Durrington, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 8DL 
Telephone: (01980) 653434 Fax: (01980) 654256 


HAVE VOU MISSED (15 f 

Back copies available from 1980 

Ring Sylvia Newman 
PORTSMOUTH 

01705 826040 

Navy News — The Paper that 
lives up to its name! 
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THE WINNER of the Navy News Mystery Picture com¬ 
petition No. 12 which appeared in our February issue 
is Mr G Broomfield from Southampton. 

His entry correctly identified the photograph of the 
monitor HMS Marshal Soult (1915-46) pictured in her 
role as a destroyer depot ship during World War II. 
The competition attracted a record 552 replies and 
Mr Broomfield receives our cash prize of £25. A fur¬ 
ther prize is offered for a correct solution to this 
month's puzzle. Tell us: 


1. What event is taking 
place and in what year. 

2. The name of the 
ship. 

Complete the coupon 
below and send it to 
Mystery Picture, Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. 


Coupons giving correct answers to 
the questions will go into a prize 
draw to establish a single winner 
Closing date tor entries is May 15 
More than one entry can be sub¬ 
mitted. but photocopies cannot be 
accepted. Do not include anyihing 
else in your envelope no corre 
spondence can be entered into and 
no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in 
our June edition The competition is 
not open to Navy News employees 
or their families. 


MYSTERY PICTURE 14 


JUNE 

RAF Leuchars (892 Squadron) A 

reunion is being held in June in the Yeovil 
area. For details send a SAE to CPO 
Mumford or LAEM Black at HMS Heron. 
Ilchester. Somerset BA22 8HT 

HMS Witch A special reunion and dinner 
is being held in Liverpool on June 12. Guest 
of honour will be an American survivor res 
cued by Witch from his ship Independence 
Hall, lost in 1942 The next morning will be 
spent visiting sites of naval interest Contact 
Tony Miles. Greenacres. Ashford Carbonell. 
Near Ludlow. Shropshire SY8 4DG. Tel 
01584 831427 

Portsmouth Command Field Guns 
Crew annual reunion will be held in HMS 
Excellent. Whale Island. Portsmouth, on 
June 22. Full details from Peter Ruddock. 
144 Highland Rd. Portsmouth P04 9NH Tel 
01705 753897 

JULY 

HMS Vigo (D236) 1949-52 The third 
reunion will be held at the Royal Fleet Club. 
Devonport. July 13. Details from Bob Taylor 
25 Poolhouse Rd. Great Barr. Birmingham 
B43 7SL Tel 01564 702666 

HMS Brecon (L76) 1942-45 The fourth 
reunion will be held in July 19-21 at the 
Claremont Hotel. Birmingham, with a buffet 
dance at the nautical club on Saturday 20th 
For details nng Doug Stevens on 01442 
251839 


January 1946. A 50th anniversary reunion is 
planned for September or October. Members 
who are interested should contact Dave 
Hewlett. 319 Havant Rd. Farlington. 
Portsmouth P06 1DD. Tel 01705 376086. 

HMS Cheviot reunion at The County 
Hotel. Bedford, on September 14. Please 
send a SAE for details to Vic Denham. 92 
Swallow Rd. Larkfield. Kent ME20 6PZ or 
telephone 01732 841654 

Porlock Bay The 50th anniversary of 
the bay class frigate s commissioning is to 
be celebrated at a reunion at the Porlock 
Inn. Porlock. on September 14 For details, 
contact Bernard Griffiths. 2 Marlborough 
Close. Leominster. Herefordshire HR6 8LN 


OCTOBER 

846 Squadron HMS Albion 1962 64 A 
third reunion is to be held at the Claremont 
Hotel. Hagley Rd. Birmingham, on October 
5 For details, contact Dave Scowen. 34A 
Louvain Rd. Horns Cross. Greenhithe. Kent 
DA9 9DZ. Tel 01322 385054 (home) or 
0860 243453. 

NOVEMBER 

HMS Dainty Association The second 
reunion is to be held at Butlms Southcoast 
World, Bognor Regis. November 8-11 For 
details and membership enquiries, contact 
Peter Hillman. 15 East Mead. Pagham. 
Bognor Regis. West Sussex P021 4QT. Tel 
01243 265901. 


AUGUST 


UNDATED 


Name. 


HMS Rosemary The fourth reunion will 
be held at Millford Haven. August 16-18. All 
former shipmates are most welcome. Please 
contact Spud Taylor. Old Blairbeg. Lamlash. 
Isle of Arran. Scotland Tel 01770 600263. 

HMS Argonaut Association The 13th 
Reunion will be held at the Victory Club. 
HMS Nelson. August 31 Details from V 
Tnggs on 01784 257479. 

976 Squad, Royal Marines. Deal 1947 

A reunion will be held on August 31 at the 
Royal Fleet Club Plymouth. Member of 497 
Squad, who joined at the same time, are also 
most welcome Contact Peter Wye. 349 Old 
Rd. Clacton-on-Sea. Essex C015 3RQ 

SEPTEMBER 


302 Squad Royal Marines (Plymouth. 
March 1938) A reunion is planned for March 
1998 at Stonehouse Barracks, Plymouth. 
For details please send a SAE to Mr CY 
Buist. 48 Derwent Rd. Bury-St-Edmunds. 
Suffolk IP32 6LJ 

HMS Ganges Association meets on the 
first Wednesday of every month at the 
Royal Naval Old Comrades Club. 16 Beach 
Rd. Eastbourne. Contact AJ Lavis. 209 
Percival Rd. Eastbourne. E Sussex BN22 
9LG. Tel 01323 502773 

HMS Theseus (Korea 1950-51) The 

second reunion is now planned For details 
contact Les Thurman 41 Maryland Way. 
Sunbury-on-Thames. Middlesex TW16 
6HN 


Address 


1. The event and year is. 


2. The name of the ship is 


Calling old shipmates 


HMS Diana The fifth reunion is to be held 
in Birmingham in September. All commis¬ 
sions welcome. For details, contact Brian 
Snow on 01604 864205 or Mike Lyons on 
01512 840313. 

HMS Fisguard (Frobisher) and HMS 
Caledonia (Benbow) RN Artificer entry of 


Admiral Spooner. Captain HMS 
Repulse, battle cruiser for the Royal cruise, 
also motor gunboat Coxswain PO Billmgton 
at the tall of Singapore. February 15th 1942 
also HMS Repulse. PO Ginger Wilkinson of 
the motor gunboat P10. Coxswain OS 
Michael O Hern, coxswain PO Pascal. HMS 
Prince of Wales, and Boy Tel Andrews of 
motor gunboat PI2. ordered to rescue a 
trapped intelligence officer Information on all 
of the above is sought by OS Ian Campbell 
Hay. 5 Lyles Land North St. Houston. 
Johnstone PA6 7JA Tel 010 505 614430 

David Spencer Lines.HMS Ark Royal 
195161. LWWTR Kathleen K2 Smith 

Lee-on-Solent and Admiralty, and Alan 
Dinger Bell Lee on Solent early 1950s. 
played rugby and hockey for FAA (last heard 
of heading for Malaya 1956) Would friends 
and shipmates please contact W Lines. 149 
Warwick Rd. Banbury. 0x16 7AR 

Glendower 1943 What happened to 
Glendower s banner? It was green with 
Glendower emblazoned across it Contact 
Mr LS Williams. 18 Fern Way. Weaverham 
Northwich. Cheshire CW8 3EZ 

Buckley class destroyer escorts 

Byard. Deane. Retaiick. Tyler. Narborough 
Waldegrave and Whitaker Pictures are 
wanted by Bruce Franklin. 204 W Plumstead 
Avenue. Lansdowne PA 19050 USA 

MGB 666 Summer 1944 Are there any 
survivors 7 The vessel is believed to have 
been booby trapped by the crew after she 
was cornered by two E boats in harbour at 
Holland Please contact Jim Watts, a ship 


HMS Fishguard and sister ships (ex-US 
Coastguard cutters 1941-46) Join now to 
register for the 1996 reunion which will 
probably be held m Peterborough Contact 
Jim Byrne. 93 Gateland Lane. Leeds LSI7 
8LW. Tel 0113 273 7243 or Sid Simkin. 67 
Orchard Way. Wymondham. Norfolk NR 18 
ONY Tel 01953 602656. 


mate of the coxswain, at 18 Blenheim Rd. 
Deal. Kent CT14 7DB. 

Ma Brads Cafe, Portsmouth Town 
Station 1940s Do you remember the long, 
thin, silhouette pictures entitled Captain’s 
Rounds’ and Captain s Defaulters?’ Better 
still, do you know where copies can be 
obtained** Contact RC Ribbms. 37 East 
House Stubbington, Fareham, Hampshire 
P014 2RE 

HMS Cambridge will be celebrating the 
140th anniversary of the commissioning of 
the Devonport Gunnery training ship m 1856 
and the 40th anniversary of the present 
establishment on August 8th An open day is 
planned for July 27. If any reader has phofos 
memorabilia, or anecdofes that could be 
used m a display and leaflet, please contact 
Cdr Andrew Welch. HMS Cambridge. 
Wembury Point. Plymouth PL9 OAZ. Tel 
01752 553740 

HMS Consort Do you know the where 
abouts of the ship’s bell? Please comae! 
Ron Howell. Chairman. HMS Consorl 
Association. 10 Skipton Close. East 
Hunsbury. Northampton NN4 ORB Tel 
01604 765857 

Swedish Typewriter. Swedish/English 
dictionary sought by Tvaran Newson. 50 
Dunmowe Way. Fulbourn. Cambndge CBl 
5HW 

HMS Ganges DE Phillips has a wooden 
bowl made from the leak of HMS Ganges 
Details appreciated 3 Clocktower Court. 
Park Avenue. Bexhill on Sea E Sussex Tel 
01424 222040 


The Fleet Air Arm Association The 

Association is open to all past and Serving 
members of the Fleet Air Arm There are 
branches throughout the country. For details, 
contact Mr Peter Colston on 01243 586577. 

HMS Norfolk Does anyone know about 
a reunion to be held in Blackpool m May 
1996 7 Please write to Harry Games. 7C 
Matheson Court, Thurso. Scotland KW14 
8D8 Tel 01847 893209 

Hood Division RN Air Apprentices 
1946-50 We joined at North damp HMS 
Daedalus in October 1946 and were then 
split between HMS Fisguard. Torpomt and 
HMS Caledonia. In 1947 we were recruited 
at HMS Condor where we remained until 
1950 Does this remind you of your early 
days For details of a reunion contact Colin 
Limngton. 41 Woodside. Bridgemary. 
Gosport. Hants POI 3 OYT 

HMS Glen Avon (January 1944 - Sept 
1944) sunk otl the coast of France just after 
D Day Braganza NP 2441 RNAS HMS 
Mayina. Sembawang. Singapore. March 6. 
1945 June 1946 MT Sec. Any old ship 
mates please contact AB HA Price. 19 
Claremont St. Edmonton. London N18 2RP 
Tel 0181 803 3587. 

RN Bomb and Mine Disposal Dept The 

V.Revd Pat Rynd of 84 Crank St. Tewanlin. 
Queensland 4565. Australia, would like to 
hear from any officers who served with this 
small unit who’s HO was HMS Volcano in 
Cumberland. 

HMS Nigeria, Simonstown 1949. 
Heddmqham Castle until 1951. Cardigan 
Bay. 1953. Kranji Wireless (Singapore) until 
1954 then Admiralty Wireless HMS 
Sallyport 1955. Ex Tel R F Bmmore would 
like to hear from old shipmates 63 Ifield 
Drive Crawley. W Sussex RH11 ODG Tel 
01293 512255. 

WRNS Telegraphists Class 041 
1953. 54 St Budeaux Seeking Midge Brown 
Marion Hill. Elenore Hutton. Heather Little. 


Paula O’Flynn. Maureen Payne. Felicity 
Threlfall Valerie White for a reunion 
Contact Valerie McMmn. 8 Lawrence Grove 
Tettenhall. Wolverhampton. West Midlands 
WV6 9QN Tel 01902 741616 

HMS Caprice (world cruise 1968) 
Association Please write for details and a 
list of members contacted. Phil Evans. 68 
Leicester Rd. Failsworth. Manchester M35 
OQY Tel 0161 681 9044 

HMS Broadsword 1981-83 Any ex-crew 
who are interested in a reunion should con¬ 
tact Tanzy Lee 61 Bush Avenue. Little 
Stoke. Bristol BS12 6NE Tel 01179 756735 

Torpedoman Francis Cain. |omed RN 
from Eastbourne, served HM ships 
Collingwood. Rattlesnake. Sheffield. 
Cumberland and Excellent during WWII An 
Australian shipmate hopes to trace his 
oppos Please write c/o Jim Frost. 26A 
Upper Avenue. Eastbourne BN21 3XJ. 

HMS Phoebe all commissions 
Shipmates interested in a reunion should 
contact Ken Kent on 01482 441235 or Vic 
Chanter on 0115 953 1660. 

CPO William George Baxter served 
September 1918 to November 1945 Ships 
included HMS Constance 1920 23. 
Dauntless 1923-26. Calcutta 1935. Gannet 
1935-37. Ingletield 1940-42, Newcastle 
1943 44 and many others. Ms S Thomas of 
132 Ashton Lane. Sale. Cheshire M33 SQJ 
would be very pleased to receive pho¬ 
tographs or hear from old shipmates 

HMS Arethusa Association seeks new 
members, former shipmates ot all commis¬ 
sions. for a reunion in Blackpool in 
November Contact Tom Sawyer. 4 Victoria 
Rd. Wood Lane. Rothwell. Leeds LS26 OAA 
or telephone 0113 282 9531. 

HMS Cook 1962 64 Radio Ops Shiner 
Wrighi and Vic Forshaw Contact Tom 
Sawyer at the above address or telephone 
number. 


Over to you 
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Keeping a Wetherby eye open for recruits 


MORE THAN 200 shipmates and guests attend¬ 
ed the commissioning, in traditional style, of 
Wetherby branch. 

The ceremony, conducted in the Town Hall by 
Shipmate Fred Chambers, National Council member 
for No. 11 Area, was followed by “Up Spirits", a buf¬ 
fet lunch and a programme of sea shanties. 

On the same day the branch elected its first chair¬ 
man - John Utley, a serving CPO who works as an 
adviser in the Armed Forces Careers Office in Leeds. 
His first task was to cut the commissioning cake 
with the Lady Mayor. 


Branch Spotlight 


Although situated 60 miles from the sea, Wetherby 
has a long association with the Navy. During World 
War I the townspeople raised funds for the building 
of HMS Wetherby, one of the Ascot-class of paddle 
minesweepers that were named after famous race¬ 
courses. 

The town is still the proud owner of the ship’s 
crest and holds copies of the shipbuilder’s plans for 
the vessel. 


In the Second World War, Wetherby was the site of 
the stone frigate HMS Cabot, a basic training estab¬ 
lishment. 

It was later renamed HMS Demetrius and became 
a Supply and Secratariat school. Finally it acquired 
the name HMS Ceres before moving to Chatham in 
the 1950s. 

Although membership of the branch is still rela¬ 
tively small, the close association that many feel for 
the White Ensign is bound to be a factor in raising 
recruits - and Chairman Utley intends to spread the 
word among his many contacts, especially serving 
personnel. 



Wetherby’s first 
CPO John Utley 


chairman 


BY 1942 the western 
Mediterranean had become 
an extremely dangerous 
place for even the most 
powerful British warships. 
For small, wooden, lightly 
armed Fairmile B motor 
launches it was a death trap 
which made cunning and 
deception a vital recipe for 
survival. 

As an KNVR suh-lieutenant. 
Dereham branch member Roy 
Price-Fox was transferred from 
the Flower-class corvette HMS 
Azalea at Gibraltar to become 
second in command of the 
115ft long ML130, a member 
of the 3rd ML Flotilla. They 
were destined for Malta - a 
long and hazardous voyage for 
the little coastal craft. 

Fitted with extra fuel tanks, a 
2 ()mm gun and supplied with hard¬ 
wood, plywood and canvas to alter 
her silhouette, ML130 was pre¬ 
pared for her seven-day journey. 

False colours 

“Under cover of darkness we 
and the rest of the flotilla headed 
east at roughly two-hour intervals," 
said Roy. “The leading couple 
were ourselves, with Lt David Jolly 
in command, and ML 126 - and we 
were the only boats to complete 
the trip first time." The other 
members of the flotilla failed to 
make it and had to try again 
months later. 

“Meanwhile, proceeding east¬ 
wards, in daylight off French-held 
land we flew the Spanish ensign. 
Off Italian ground we flew the 
French flag, and during the last 
couple of days when Italian aircraft 
appeared we hoisted the German 
ensign and had air escort for about 
two hours." 

One ruse they found particularly 


THEY SALED UNDER 
ENEMY PROTECTION 



estigal 

potentially hostile aircraft, a burly 
member of the crew would don a 
beret, sit on deck and pretend to 
smoke a large cigar - actually, a 
rolled up piece of brown paper - to 
complete the “Gallic" picture. 

On the last day, as they 
approached Malta at daybreak, 
they were joined by an escort of 
fighter aircraft, and under their air 
“umbrella” made a dash for the St 
Elma Breakwater. It was only later 
that they discovered their flying 
protectors were Germans. 

“Once we were operational our 


Tales of 
the Sea 


duties, mainly at night, were to 
meet and escort our submarines in 
and out of harbour via the swept 
channel,” recalled Roy. After one 
such trip to shepherd two sub¬ 
marines out to sea, ML130 finally 
ran out of luck... 

“We were approximately a mile 


off St Elma Breakwater when we 
were illuminated by shore search¬ 
lights ... The Army had picked up 
enemy E-boays and were trying to 
draw my attention to them. 

“The E-boats had tailed us in 
along the swept channel, even 
though we did a zig-zag, and all 
seven of them lay in a semi-circle 
around us from beam to beam.” 

A furious night action ensued, in 
which the Germans lost three of 
their more powerful vessels. But 
inevitably MLI30 was over¬ 
whelmed, just three-quarters of a 
mile from home. Four of her crew 


Ten Keen brothers in arms 


FEW families can share 
Shipmate Ruth Keen’s experi¬ 
ence of having had ten mem¬ 
bers of her family - all brothers 
- serving in the Armed Forces 
during World War II. 

Ruth’s late husband was Lewis 
Keen who served in the Navv. So, 
too, did his brothers William, 
Henry and Walter. 

Brothers David, Richard, 
Charles, George and Albert chose 
the Army, while brother Stanley 
entered the RAF. All returned 
safely from the war, although 
David went through a bleak period 
as a prisoner of war. 

The Service tradition was in the 
Keens’ blood: their father, David, 
served in the Boer War and in 
World War I. His youngest child. 
Florence, a wartime nurse in 
Portsmouth, married a sailor. Later 
generations of Keens are also 
keeping up the Service tradition. 

Uxbridge 

Shipmate Don Thorpe has been 
elected branch vice chairman and 
Shipmate Martin Zak re-elected 
secretary. Special guest at the 
AGM was General Secretary Capt 
Bob McQueen who was presented 
with an Uxbridge crest. 

Southampton 

Members laid on a buffet meal 
for members of the ship’s company 
of HMS Southampton when the 
Type 42 destroyer visited the city. 

The branch meets at 2(MK) on the 
second Tuesday and fourth 
Wednesday of each month at the 


Branch 

News 


International Sailors’ Society, 
Orchard Place, Southampton. New 
recruits are welcome. 

Waterlooville 

The rental of additional premis¬ 
es as an extension to the clubhouse 
has been negotiated. After decora¬ 
tion work will begin on the main 
hall, normal service being resumed 
as soon as possible. 

Barnes, Mortlake 
& Richmond 

The branch was well represented 
when 200 members of the ship’s 
company of HMS Richmond 
marched through the town on 
receiving the Freedom of 


Richmond. The salute was taken by 
the Mayor, accompanied by the 
Mayors of Richmond, USA, and 
Richmond, Yorkshire, as well as 
the Deputy Lord Lieutenant. 

The parade was led by the Royal 
Marines Band, Portsmouth and 
was followed by a service in the 
Royal Star and Garter Home con¬ 
ducted by the Rev Simon Lane. 

Fleetwood 

Thanks to ICI Hillhouse 
International, the branch now 
boasts a splendid bell. Used by ICI 
as a fire alarm bell before their 
switch to an electric system, it has 
been refurbished by them to give 
tone to the branch’s monthly meet¬ 
ings. 

St Ives 

Branches throughout Cornwall 
were well represented when a party 
of shipmates visited their adopted 
ship, HMS Cornwall. The Type 23 
frigate, which has just completed 


■-Survivors at model unveiling-i 


IT WAS standing room only 
at Swindon club for the pre¬ 
sentation of a model of HMS 
Li Wo, an armed steamer 
which single-handedly 
attacked a Japanese inva¬ 
sion convoy in 1942. 

Two survivors of the action 
witnessed the presentation 
to the club by the model’s 
builder, branch member 
Shipmate Stan Sorrell. They 


were Shipmates Charlie 
Rogers, the captain of the Li 
Wo’s 4in. gun, and Tom 
Parsons, the gunlayer. They 
were among only ten of the 
ship’s 80 crew to survive the 
war. 

A Japanese transport was 
sunk and another set on fire 
in the action, for which the Li 
Wo’s Commanding Officer 
received a posthumous VC. 


her First major refit, was presented 
with an oil painting of St Ives by a 
local artist. 

Wigston & District 

Members took senior citizens on 
a run ashore. And two members of 
the branch. Shipmates Sid Elliott 
and Dave Baker raised £1,300 dur¬ 
ing the Poppy Day Appeal. 

Lewes 

The branch plans to dedicate a 
seat in remembrance of all Naval 
personnel who served curing 1939- 
45. The seat will be placed in the 
Garden of Remembrance at The 
Grange, Lewes. 

Members arc welcome to attend 
the dedication which, as Navy News 
went to press, was planned to take 
place either on April 29 or May 5. 
Contact the branch chairman. 
Shipmate Charlie French, for firm 
details (tel. 01273 475016). 

Haverhill 

Since the formation of the 
branch in 1993, it has grown from 
seven members to almost 50. The 
branch standard was dedicated last 
year and for this year’s AGM there 
was a capacity attendance. 

At the meeting, the Lord of the 
Manor of Haverhill, Shipmate 
Leslie Rosan, was elected presi¬ 
dent. And in a letter to the branch. 
Lord Ivar Mountbatten, nephew of 
Earl Mountbatten of Burma, 
agreed to become honorary presi¬ 
dent. 


were killed, and eight - including 
Roy Price-Fox - were seriously 
injured. 

The nine survivors, including 
one man who was lucky enough not 
to have a scratch, were picked up 
by the enemy vessels. 

Roy had shrapnel in his head, 
shoulder, arm and right leg. He 
was in hospital for eight weeks in 
Augusta before he and his fellow 
crew members were sent by train to 
a POW camp in Germany where 
he remained tor the rest of the war. 
For the action off Malta he was 
awarded the DSC. 

When he was liberated he 
returned home to become the 
Commanding Officer of the 
minesweeping trawler HMS 
Redwood, followed by two years’ 
service in the Far East. He retired 
from the RNR as a lieutenant- 
commander. 


AGM Round-up 


Honours 
for Area 
workers 

TWO officers of No. 5 Area 
were honoured when Harwich 
branch hosted the Area’s 
annual general meeting 
attended by representatives of 
23 branches in Essex and East 
Anglia. 

General Secretary Capt Bob 
McQueen RN (retd) was present 
to witness the chairman. Shipmate 
Geoff Miles, receive life member¬ 
ship, and the secretary. Shipmate 
Les Slyfield, receive the John 
Newson Trophy. 

A successful year was reported 
at Yeovil AGM, during which a 
collection was made in memory of 
the late Shipmate Tom Strong and 
donated to the Royal Star and 
Garter Home. Shipmate Ken 
Schooley was elected social secre¬ 
tary. 

Ton-up 

At Walton-on-Naze it was 

reported that the branch now' had 
more than UK) members. VE Day 
fund raising resulted in a surplus 
of £7(K) which has been donated to 
a Service charity. Life member¬ 
ships were awarded to the presi¬ 
dent. Shipmate Bill Jenkins, and 
the secretary. Shipmate George 
Watkins. 

Ferndown membership stands 
at 170 and is increasing. Slupin.iU- 
Colin Lewis was elected chairman 
in succession to Shipmate Mick 
Arnold who is standing down to 
become Mayor. Capt Peter Brown 
RNR was present. 

Redruth and Camborne had 
enjoyed a satisfactory year. 
Shipmate Bob Saxby had received 
his standard bearer's badge and 
now shares duties with Shipmate 
Ron Stokes. 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


Part 10...E.INDIES/BRUISH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase) 

Trinco, Sydney, Manus. Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving RN 
archive film this first of two projected videos is the most definitive story possible 
in camera form. All other episodes still available. Part 9 Op.Neptune (D-Day 
period) Part 8 Op.Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys. Part 6 Perilous 
Waters (action in the Atlantic) Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph (Bat. of N.Cape) down 
to and incl Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins. Price UK £21.90 post 
paid Elsewhere add £3.05. For multiple orders large discount available 
Full details of this & all programmes send SAE. 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N.YORKS Y04 6JH (01904) 728239 


Top quality WOrk 8( 

Leisurewear 


Embroidered or printed 
with your design 

Plus badges, crests & promotional items 
Call now for free catalogue 



Suppliers to British. NATO and UN Forces 


Promotions 

Rodney Road. Fratlon Industrial Estate. 

Portsmouth. Hants P04 8SY 

Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax:(01705)822177. 



< 3T\e Trecam hotel 


Prices to include banquet meal 


BABBACOMBE, TORQUAY 

THE NA VAL REUNION SPECIALISTS 

2 nights DBB £51.00 pp w 

3 nights DBB £70.00 pp J 

Wc have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding reunions foi HMS 
Exeter, HMS Sheffield. The Ton Clavs Association and most recently HMS Arethusa. 

The Tree am has 138 ensuitc bedrooms with colour TV and lea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 guests. The Hotel has a large dining room that can hold up to 300 
quests as well as two spacious ballrooms and bar areas, ideal for any association regardless of 
its membership size. 

For further details please contact the Manager Mr Bryan Pitman on 01803 329292 
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Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY for promotion of the following 
ratings to Chief petty officer was issued by 
Captain naval Drafting in March 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(SEAMANS GROUP) 

To CP0(EW)(0) D. Heafiekf (FOST 
Devonport shore) 

To CPO(M) M J Furse (Manchester). 
K.S. Craig (Gannet). K P Maddocks 
(Cambridge). A C Lloyd (Nottingham) 

To CPO(SR) J M Hancock (Hydrog 
School). 

To CPO(SEA) P.W Hazell (Seahawk). 

(COMMUNICATIONS GROUP) 

REG. AND PT 

To CPORS J S Buttle (Britannia). C J 
Dawes (Roclant Portugal) 

To CPOPT S.R Powell (Osprey). S 
Jones (Drake CBP) 

MARINE ENGINERING MECHANICS 
To CPOMEM(M) I.C Lee (Excellent) 
SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOCA S.A Roberts (Somerset) 

To CPOWTR S.C. Kmgdon (Raleigh) 


Deaths 


Lt Cdr Michael Auckland 899 NAS. fol¬ 
lowing air crash Feb 23 

CPOAEA(M) Stephen Brookes 899 
NAS. following air crash Feb. 23. 

ALAEM(R) David John Dadswell. 
Daedalus AES March 1. 

LWEM Lee Bunker HMS Richmond. 
March 6. 

Recruit Nigel Francis Foster. CTC 
Lympstone March 8. 

Lt Cdr Brian McClenaghan. HMS 

Fearless March 12. 


Rear Admiral John Grant CB. DSO. 
wartime anti submarine expert, served 1922- 
60 Awarded DSO for his defence as CO 
HMS Beverley of Convoy GPU in 1942 
Other ships: Queen Elizabeth. Revenge 
Watchman Served in Western Approaches 
Command and was Chief Training Officer 
HMS Osprey Post-war CO of Fame. Cnspin 
and Cleopatra Capt HMS Vernon. Flag 
Officer Commanding Reserve Fleet. Feb 29. 
aged 87 

Lt Cdr Hugh (Hughie) Hodgkinson 

DSC and Bar. CO HMS Hotspur during Batlle 
of Cape Matapan. evacuation of Crete, and 
supply of Tobruk Gained DSCs as CO of 
HMS Pylchley in action against 32 E boats 
(1943) and as escort group commander off 
Gold Beach. Normandy Also CO HMS 
Wizard in British Pacific Fleet. Jan. 22. aged 
84 

Freddie Kent, aeronautical engineer, 
enlisted in RN Air Service in 1917 Aged 95 

Geoff Galwey commissioned into RNVR 
1941. Instructed Naval beach reconnais 
sance parties during WWH. including crews 
ol X-craft midget submarines Jan 17. aged 
83 

Aled Eames former temporary lieutenant 
RNVR. D Day veteran. Mentioned in 
Despatches twice Maritime histonan. lormer 
lecturer in education at University of Wales. 
Bangor, member of Caird Fellowship of 
National Maritime Museum. Greenwich 
March 8. aged 74 

Lt Gordon James Lowrey served 31 
years Ships Euryalus, Childers. Crane. 
Eagle. Lion. Eskimo. Scylla. Lynx. Hermes 
Aged 64 

Bill Jewell ex-Tel Ships included Sea 
Bear. True Love. Hood. Anthony Aged 77. 

John Valentine (Angus) Donaldson, ex 
CPOACMN served 1942 75. Ships 
Campania (813 NAS). Eagle. Albion. Bulwark 
(849 NAS Also served m 781 NAS Flew in 
total of 32 aircraft types In S Africa, aged 72. 

Mike Back secretary and founder mem 
ber of Beagle. Boadicea and Bulldog (1939 
45) Crews Assocation Feb 8. 

Arthur Bland Plumber member of HMS 
Newcaslle (52 58) Association 

Leslie J. Whitehouse ex AB. member ol 
HMS Bnssenden Association Feb. 8. aged 
71. 

Eric R. Smith Ord Tel. member of HMS 
Bnssenden Association Aged 71 

Fred Jewsbury served in minesweeping 
paddle steamers and anti-submarine trawlers 
on Arctic convoys Member of RN Patrol 
Service Association. Aged 86 

V. H. (Vic) Venn ex AB Oerlikon gunner, 
served in HMS Venus 1943 45 Feb 24. 
aged 71. 

Trevor John Gould ex AB. served 1943- 
46 Ships included HMS Avon Feb 15. aged 

70. 

Kevin Lawson. ex-CPO submariner, 
served 22 years. Boats Taciturn. Tiptoe. 
Oberon. Renown. Resolution Jan 19. aged 
58 


SUBMARINE SERVICE 

To CPOMEM(M) M E Holmes (Sceptre) 

To CPO(SA) S.A Jones (Tireless). 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOACMN J S Fagan (846 SON 
Heron). 

To CPOAEM(L) P M HeakJ (899 SON 
Heron) 

NON SEA GOING BRANCHES 

To CPOWSA T.E. Wragg (RNAS 
Yeovilton). 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by Captain Naval 
Drafting in March for the following ratings to 
be advanced to Acting Charge Chief Artificer 

To ACCMEA M R Dickie (DG Ships 
Bath). G Gnffin (Neptune NT). I.R Otterson 
(ACDS - OPS SY). A N Smith (Sceptre). 

To ACCWEA T.D Bailey (Cdre MFP). 
PA O'Sullivan (CFM Portsmouth) 


Nick John Ellams ex CPOAEA(M) Feb. 
15 Aged 34. 

Ted Ford. ex-PO and former button boy. 
HMS Ganges. Ships. Kent. Sikh. Royal 
Sovereign. Member of Sikh Veterans 
Association. Feb. 15. aged 75. 

Ted Deacy. ex-CPO Supply. Ships: 
Sussex. Bieasdale. Mendip. Fancy. 

Fred Beadle ex-CY. Ships: Sikh. 
Fortune 

Don Creek ex-LS. served Russian con¬ 
voys and LCTs. Ships included Matchless 
Feb. 

John (Jack) Crocker ex-CPOGI. served 
1920 45 Took part m Battle of Narvik. 
Mentioned in Despatches Ships 
Impregnable. Thunderer. Valiant. Vivid. 
Dauntless. Seraph. Cambrian. Norfolk. 
Exeter. Puniato. Dinosaur Aged 91 

Frank Ernest Tomlin. ex-Tel(S). Ships 
included HMS Plym. Feb. 18. 

Frederick Pedelty served in HMS 
Engadme at Jutland. Feb 18. aged 100 

Barrie (Jim) Riddle, ex CPO, served 22 
years Aged 47 

H. F. G. Groves, ex CERA, served in 
Caledonia and HMS Belfast Veteran of 
Russian convoys and British Pacific Fleet 
Aged 72. 

Surgeon Lt Moran, member of HMS Sikh 
Association Aged 86 

Mark (Florrie) Ford, ex LS Former POW 
in Italy, member of HMS Sikh Association. 

Ken White ex-POWTR. Ships. Barham. 
Wildfire Member of HMS Barham Survivors 
Association 

Gordon Baxendale. ex-FCMA. served 
1950 82. Rosyth. and RNH Haslar and Malta 
Recalled as Medical Services NPFS co-ordi 
nalor during Falklands War Feb. 21. aged 
61. 

Richard Dunn ex-PO FAA Ships: 
Victorious. Bulwark. Hermes 

John Alexander Lyon, pilot Lt RNVR. 
served in 881 NAS. FIMS Illustrious 1942 
Qualified as test pilot at Empire Test Pilot 
School. Boscombe Down during WWII Feb 
20. aged 78. 

Alex Reid, ex AB gunlayer, founder mem 
ber ol Scotland and NE branch of SOCA. 
Boats Varne. Saga. Affray. Dec. 21, aged 72 

Maurice Giles ex-LS Ships Ark Royal 
(survivor). Scylla. Ursa. Feb. 23. aged 75 

R. A. Beeston ex PO Tel. served 1932 
48 Chairman Bracknell British Legion Club 
Ships York. Euryalus. Wanderer. Malabar 
Pembroke March 6. 

Bill Shut! ex-AB Ships included 
Resolution (1925-30) March, aged 89. 

J. J. Croft RVM. ex POSEA. HMY 
Britannia 1955-89. Member of Association of 
Royal Yachtsmen 

J. M. Roberts ex-LSTD. HMY Britannia 
1954 58 Member of Association of Royal 
Yachtsmen 


ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Lt Cdr (E) G. W. Cooper. Ships: Ariel. 
Siskin. President 

Lt Cdr A. R. Derrick MBE Ships 
Rtcasoli. Vanguard. Euryalus. Scarborough. 
Victorious. Phoenicia. Cambridge. Drake. 
Osprey 

Lt Cdr L. C. D. Godwin DSC Ships 
lesenstein. Glenroy. Mauritius. Octavia. 

Cdr L. R. D. Helm. Ships: Iron Duke. 
Excellent. Wanderer. Capetown. Ceres. 

Capt J. S. V. Inglis RM. Ships: Penelope. 
Albatross and RMs Lympstone and Poole 
Cdr H. C. A. Middleton DSC Ships: 
Manchester. Hurworlh. Excellent. Cleopatra. 



“ THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 
Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers’ Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to ail Serving 
and Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN, RM, WRNS, QARNNS and tneir 
Reserves. 

Formed in 1925, ARNO’s primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows or former members) with grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £1 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscription (£10 per annum of £150 for life) and include: 4 House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and 
competitive conveyancing costs *AA Membership saving up to £30 per year 
•Legal & Medical Consultations at free or favourable rates *Tr»de Discounts 
of up to 33% in a wide range of services including insurance, travel, medical, 
jewellery, wines and many more. 

A List of Members and a Year Book arc issued, and ARNO organises: 
‘Regional Social functions and group holidays, *a list of mcmlicrs worldwide 
who would like to exchange homes for holidays ‘Social introductions • Mail 
redirection •Swords and uniform items for side %n ARNO credit card. 

For membership application form complete the following: 


To: Lt Cdr I. M. P. Coombcs RN, ARNO, 70 Porchcster Terrace, 
London W2 3TP. Please send me details and a membership application 
form. 




CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

Captain Naval Drafting has been notified 
of the following advancements to Chief Petty 
Officer Artificer which were made by 
Commanding Officers in March 

To ACPOCT(A) A J Grant (London). 

To ACPOMEA PD Burman (Brazen). 
A M Fowler (Brilliant). J.D Gamble (Sultan). 
A S. Perry (Drake CFM) M Thompson 
(Captam SM2) 

To CPOMEA B.J Carter (Sultan). R S. 
Crossland (Neptune Base OPS). N.C. 
Dormor (Sultan). B.R.T Headon (Sultan). 


Captain SM2) 

To ACPOWEA PI Malm (Excellent). 
N D Ward (Captain SM2). 

To CPOWEA J M Bee (Spartan). B.P 
Cliff (Collmgwood), S.A Cross (MOD 
DGSAS Portsmouth), S.M Gammon 
(Neptune NT). R.S Newton (Neptune NT). S. 
Sadler (Norfolk). P A. Tenten (Exeter) 

To ACPOMT J.W. Laird (Neptune DSQ). 


Birmingham. Loch Killisport. 

Lt B. H. G. Rind. Ships. Colne and H44 
Lt Cdr M. R. S. Smithwtck. Ships 
Warwick. Windsor. Rocket Dauntless. Loch 
Dunvegan. Loch Veyatic. Wrangler. Triumph, 
Vanguard. Victory 

Albert Ward, ex AB Ships: HMMTB 714. 
HMS Sussex (East Indies Fleet) March 13. 
aged 73. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

The deaths are reported of the following 
shipmates 

Frank Hatfield MBE, Exmouth, ex senior 
commissioned boatswain, veteran of Jutland. 
Ships Barham. Prince of Wales^ Caroline, 
Renown. Vantouver. iron Duke. Royal 
Sovereign March 6. aged 99 

Cdr Frank Douglas Oldroyd RNR (retd). 
Camberley. life member HQ Roll, former 
president No 10 Area and National Council 
member. Served HMS Campania m Russian 
convoys: Mersey Div RNR 

George Williams former chairman 
Dundee. Ex PO Stoker, served 1938-52. 
Ships Pembroke. Safeguard. Cornwall (sur 
vivor). Superb, landing craft Aged 80 

R. A. W. (Laurie) Rushen. chairman 
Chelmsford and No 5 Area delegate Served 
in RN Patrol Service 1943-47. Feb. 6. aged 
69 

Bill Wllkenson. chairman Wansbeck & 
Distnd. Feb 26 

Tommy Burns, committee member 
Whitehaven & District and RNCPS 
Association. 

Frank Best. Birchington-on-Sea. Feb 29. 
aged 74 

Benjamin William Riches, founder mem¬ 
ber and vice president Norwich, ex CPO 
electrician, served 22 years. Treasurer SOCA 
branch and SCC. Nov. 18. aged 75. 

Rt Rev. Vernon Nlcholls. chaplain 
Stratford upon Avon Feb. 3 

Tom Strong. Yeovil, former Lt Cdr 
Served 1944 -77. joining as air artificer rating 
Ships/establishments Bulwark. Blackcap. 
Gannet (Londonderry). Seahawk. Condor. 
Thunderer. Fulmar. Heron. Daedalus. 
Osprey Feb. 2. aged 67 

George Jones. Bishop's Cleeve 
Henry Edainton. president and life mem 
ber Bishop's Cleeve 

D. J. (Mick) O'Hare, first standard bearer 
Harwich. ex-RM. 

Ron Wilson. Basingstoke Feb 8. aged 

79. 

Jack Simmonite founder and president 
Cheshunt. ex-AB 1942-46 Ships Danae. 
Westminster, Golden Hind Member of 
Flower Class Corvettes Association Feb. 26. 
aged 72. 

Reg Hailes, welfare officer and former 
chairman Kingsbury & Kenton. Served 1943- 
47. D-Day and Battle o< Atlantic veteran. 

Charle Homewood. Portsmouth, mem 
ber of Naval Brigade in WWI Feb. 14. aged 
96. 

Bob Morgan, founder member Southern 
Ontario and member Burlington Ontario 
branch of RCNA. Ex-POEM. served 14 
years Ships Uganda. Arethusa. Manxman. 
Hornet. Crossbow. Consort (Yangtze 
Incident). Member of HMS Consort 
Association 

Ernie Cross. Preston and Leyland 
branches, former welfare officer No 10 Area 
Ships: Thunderer (WWI). Cairo Feb. 5. aged 
94 

Eben Jones, committee member 
Aberystwyth. Ex-CY. served 1934 58. Ships 
Ark Royal. Saumarez. Mentioned in 
Despatches over Corfu Incident Former CO 
of SCC unit and assistant district officer. 

J. Nicholson. Leyland Jan. 29. aged 82. 
Eric Wakeling. social secretary Thurrock. 
ex-RM Jan 24. aged 71. 

George Joseph Cooper. ex-AB. Ships: 
Duke of York. Jan 25. aged 80. 

V. Davies treasurer Bloxwich. Ships: 
Royal Arthur. Chaser. Bicester. Jan 17. aged 
70. 

P. Astles. Brentwood. Ex-FAA. 

John Cross Tratford. Aged 70. 

William Thomson welfare officer. 
Trafford Ships Cheerful. Revenge and 
Vengeance Aged 72. 

Trevor Little, well known for appearances 
with The Blue Mariners Band at the Lowestoft 
HQ of the RN Patrol Service. 


FINALE 
AT DEAL 


TRAINING at the new site of the 
Royal Marines School of Music at 
Portsmouth is due to begin on 
April 15 following its move from 
Deal in the last week of March. 

The final pass out parade at 
Deal took place on March 21. with 
the final public ceremony being 
held the following day. 

From March 29 tne School of 
Music will be housed in the former 
RN Detention Quarters. The RM 
Band HQ will occupy Eastney 
Block, HMS Nelson. 


Points 


THE FOLLOWING list shows the total points 
of the men and women at the top of each 
advancement roster for petty officer and lead¬ 
ing rates as at April 1996 

Intermediaries (Int) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive ment points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
“basic date' order Dates shown against 
"Int.' rosters are the basic dales of the top eli¬ 
gible personnel 

The number following the points (or basic 
date) is the number of men who were 
advanced during March 

CCMEAML 286 I CCMEAEL 88. 2. 
CCMEAMLSM 150. 1. CCMEAELSM 187. 
Nil. CCWEAADC Int (28 1195). 1; 
CCWEAWDO Int (28 11.95). Nil; 
CCWEAADCSM 243 Nil CCWEAWDOSM 

392. Nil; CCAEAM 261. Nil CCAEAR 
222. Nil CCAEAL 405. Nil 

PO(EW)(0) 339 1: LS(EW) 206. Nil; 

PO(M) 82. 3. LS(M) Int (12.7.94), 3. PO(R) 

393. 2: LS(R) 164. 5: PO(S) 89. Nil 
LS(S) 187 Nil: PO(D) 420. Nil; LS<D) 
679. 2; PO(MW)(0) 201, 1 LS(MW) 352, 
Nil. PO(SR) 462. 1 LS(SR) - 387. 1; 
PO(SEA) 496. 3; POCY 501. 3: LRO(T) 
528. 1; PORS 515, 4; LRO(G) 291. 5: 
POPT 433.2. 

RPO 452. 4 POMEM(LMGS) Int. 12. 
LMEM(L)(GS) Int (14 7.95). 7. 

POMEM(M)(GS) 598. 9: LMEM(M)(GS) 
362. 8; P0WEM(0)(GS) 205. 2; 


LWEM(0)(GS) 204. 7: POWEM(R)(GS) 
224. 2; LWEM(R)(GS) 195. Nil POCA 
474. 1; POCK(GS) 474 Nil: LCK(GS) 
358. 2; POSTD(GS) 666. 3; LSTD(GS) - 
149. 7. POSA(GS) 569. 1; LSA(GS) 192. 
2 . 

POWTR(GS) - 295 4 LWTR(GS) 224. 
8; POMA - 372. 1; LMA Int (13.9.94). 3; 
PO(S)(SM)(0) 419. Nil LS<S)<SM) 536. 

Nil PO(TS)(oM) 346. Nil; LS<TSHSM) 
261. Nil: PORS(SM) 532. Nil: LRO<SM) 
334. Nil. POMEM(L)(SM) 368. 1; 

LMEM(L)(SM) 129. 2: POMEM(M)(SM) 
739. 1; LMEM(M)(SM) 258, 2; 

POWEM(RXSM) 243. Nil; LWEM(R)(SM) 
585. Nil; POSA(SM) 359. Nil LSA(SM) 
193. Nil POWTR(SM) 206 Nil; LWTR(SM) - 
330. Nil; 

POCK(SM) Dry. Nil. LCK(SM) 602. 2; 
POSTD(SM) 601. Nil; LSTIXSM) 1161. 
Nil. POA(AH) 1169. 2; LA(AH) 1052. 3. 
POA(METOC) - Dry. Nil; LA(METOC) Int 
(3 6 94). Nil. POA(PHOT) 690. Nil 
POA(SE) 867. Nil: LA(SE) 473. Nil 
POACMN 529. 3; POAEM(M) - 337. Nil; 
LAEM(M) 517. 1; POAEM(R) 132. Nil 
LAEM(R) 459. 3. POAEM(WL) INT 
(20.10 94). 4. LAEM(WL) 429. 51. POAC 
Dry. Nil; POW(R) - 485. Nil; LW(R) 461. Nil 
POW(RS) • 712. Nil. LWRO - 608. Nil. 
POWPT 481. Nil; RPOW 324. Nil; 
POWCK Ini (15 6 95). 1. LWCK 125. Nil; 
POWSTD 1184 Nil LWSTD - 411. Nil; 
POWSA 338. 1 LWSA 232. 1; POWWTR 
- 392. Nil; LWWTR 182. Nil. POWWTR(G) 


401. Nil; POW(METOC) Dry. Nil; 
LW(METOC) Dry. Nil: POW(PHOT) - 83. 

Nil. 

POWAEM(M) Dry. Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry. 
Nil. POWAEM(R) - Dry, Nil; LWAEM(R) 448. 
2; POWAEM(WL) 787. Nil; LWAEM(WL) 
234. Nil: POWETS 754. Nil. LWETS 217. 
Nil. LWTEL 649. Nil POWWA - 209. Nil. 
LWWA 415, Nil; POWDHYG 399. Nil 
POWDSA Int (17.7 95), Nil; LWDSA INT 
(21 ;7.94), Nil; POEN(G) Int (11 1.94). Nil 
LEN(G) Int (8.2 94). Nil. PONN 204. Nil; 
POMA(Q) • 127. Nil LMA(Q) 553. Nil 
PO(AWW) Dry. Nil; LOM(AWW) Int 

(5.1.95) . 3; PCXAWT) Dry. Nil: LOM(AWT) 
Int (17.5.95). 1; PO(UW) Dry. Nil; LOM(UW) 

Int (16.5 95). 3; PO<EW). Dry. Nil; LOM(EW) 
INT (12 7.95). 5; PO(MW) Dry. Nil; 
LOM(MW) int (14.3.95). 5; PO(C) - Int 
(11 10.94). Nil; LOM(C) Int (21.7.95). 1; 
PO(SSM) 200. 2; LOM(SSM) lnt.(24.5 95). 
Nit; PO(TSM) 141. 1. LOM(TSM) Int 

(29.6.95) . 2. PO(CSM) 480. Nil: LOM(CSM) 
Int. (12 9.95). Nil PO(WSM) 660. Nil; 

LOM(WSM) 549. Nil. 

The Basic Dates quoted for the female 
ratings in the following categones. which 
have no examination for the next higher rate, 
are applied in accordance with BR1066 
Chapter 22; 

POWQA 441. Nil POWTEL 520. Nil 
It should be noted that the number of 
Bl3's issued in the female categories are 
those advanced from the female Shore 
Roster 


Swop drafts 


AB(R) Cox. 3HZ Mess.HMS Cumberland. 
BFPO 261. dratted HMS Intrepid. July 25 
Will swop for any Plymouth shore base or 
ship deploying or not (CACS trained). 

AB(R) Ball (CACS trained). RNAS 
Portland ext 5460/5050. drafted HMS 
Chatham. August (deploying). Will swop for 
any non deploying Devonport ship 

LWEM(R) D. Lewis Systems Mountwise 
ext 2239/2205. drafted PJ HQ Northwood. 
May 28. Will swop for any Plymouth shore 
base but willconsider sea draft 

POWEM(R) Rose Systems Northwood 
ext 8242. or SR Mess. HMS Warrior Will 
swop for any Portsmouth area draft 

MEM(M)1 Fagen HMS Cumberland. 
BFPO 261. drafted HMS lllustnous. August. 
Will swop for any Plymouth ship deploying or 
not. 

WEM(0)1 Henderson EM2 Group. 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext 22009. drafted 
HMS Cambridge. Will swop for any Scottish 
shore draft 

SA1 Solonyna Stores Office. HMS Iron 
Duke. BFPO 309 (Portsmouth based from 
October). Will consider any swop. 

LSA R. J. Gregory Fort Southwick ext 
5328. dratted 820 NAS. HMS lllustnous. 


August Will swop for any ship deploying or 
not. 

AW(S) White (2016/2031 trained), drafted 
HMS Norfolk April 24. deploying 1997. AW(S) 
or WOM(UW) billet Will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship or establishment 

LSA G. Davidson. FSU01. mv Itallica. 
BFPO 202. drafted 814 NAS. CukJrose 
(Invincible, August) Will consider any 
Portsmouth ship deploying or not 

SA1 East. Tenders Support Office. HMNB 
Portsmouth ext 27148. drafted HMS Cardiff 
(refit Rosyth). April 23. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship deploying or not. 

AW(S) Doyle (2050/2031Z). PWSC. 
HMNB Portsmouth ext 8074. dratted HMS 
London, June. Will swop for any Portsmouth 
base or ship. 

MA Millar. CTC RM ext 4069/4135. will 
swop for any Portsmouth area shore base. 

AB(D) M. T. Williams. HMS Cottesmore. 
BFPO 257. drafted Northern Diving Group. 
May 8. Will swop for any Plymouth or 
Portsmouth shore draft 

AB(EW) T. Neill, 3HZ Mess. HMS Boxer. 
BFPO 232. Will swop for shore base or ship 
not deploying. 

SA1 D. R. Thompson (OASIS 4 trained). 


HMNB Portsmouth ext 23398. drafted HMS 
Fearless. Sept. Will swop tor any Portsmouth 
ship deploying or not. 

RO(T) Cheetham 3R Mess. HMS 
Edinburgh. BFPO 277. will swop for any ship 
not deploying. 

LMEM(L) Campbell. FSU01. HMNB 
Portsmouth exl 22362. drafted HMS 
Edinburgh, June 10. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship. 

LWWTR Forryan. Registry. HMS 
Neptune ext 6386. will swop for any 
Plymouth or Portsmouth shore draft 

MEM(M)1 Grtndrod. FSU01. HMNB 
Portsmouth, drafted HMS Fearless. July 27. 
Will consider any draft 

WSA1 McCullagh RNSLAM. HMS 
Excellent ext 7372. will swop for any 
Portsmouth shore base 

LWEM(O) Lafferty HMS Neptune ext 
3617. drafted HMS Edinburgh. May 14. Will 
swop for any Scotland draft. 

LCK Milner 3S Mess. HMS Edinburgh. 
BFPO 277. deploying August. Will swop lor 
any Portsmouth ship not deploying 

LCK Green 3S Mess. HMS Edinburgh, 
BFPO 277, deploying August. Will swop lor 
any Portsmouth ship not deploying 




THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 


A new, improved uniform was announced, 
retaining the traditional square-rig collar, jumper 
and bell-bottoms, but given “added smartness” 
by the new coat-style, zip-fronted jumper and 
smoother, diagonal serge cloth. Caps with 
crowns of white plastic were introduced, while the 
wearing of caps with blue crowns during winter 
months came to an end. 

30 years ago 


The veteran aircraft carrier HMS Victorious 
recommissioned at Portsmouth for service east 
of Suez. In 1962 the ship had been extensively 
refitted to enable her to operate Buccaneer strike 
aircraft, and began another refit in 1965 to extend 
communications facilities and improve living 
quarters. 

20 years ago 


Cod War casualty HMS Yarmouth was under¬ 
going eight weeks of emergency repairs after a 
collision with the Icelandic gunboat Thor. Prompt 
action by two ratings prevented a serious fire in 
HMS Juno in another ramming incident involving 
the Icelandic gunboat Tyr. Other HM ships dam¬ 
aged in the Cod War included Andromeda, 
Leander, Diomede and Lowestoft. 


IN THE first of a monthly series, Navy 
News looks back through its pages to 
recall some of the April headlines of 
past decades ... 


HMS Victorious leaves 
Portsmouth in 1966. 


Senior engineer in HMS Invincible, Lt Cdr Mike Pickbourne, shows the French head of naval avia¬ 
tion the workings of HMS Invincible's ship control centre during a visit by the Commandant 
d’Aviation, Vice Amiral Habert. 
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Accommodation 
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Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 


Chargel 
per 
person 


{ 


MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST. 

WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS . 

NIGHTLY (Out of holiday season). 

Deposit £10 per person 


ALL WITH OWN BA THROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival, should inform the management 
(01705-733581) 


£70 

£60 

£10 


S.A.E. please giving dates and number 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £14 per person 

Telephone (01705) 823522 



Tel: 01383 419977 
Fax: 01383 411728 


&opal Jfleet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com¬ 
petitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION , CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

PLYMOUTH 

11752)229705 ETBWHM 
- OSMOND GUEST HOUSE < 

. 42 PIER STREET. WEST HOE < 
Bod & Bieaklast Irom € 13.00 

t Seafront Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed All rooms 
CTV. Tea/coffee making. Some 


Canterbury Bell r-% 
Lv Guest House VII 


29 St Simons Road, Southsea, 
Portsmouth. 

Modem, Comfortable En-Suite 
accommodation. All rooms have 
Satellite TV, Tea/Coffee making 
facilities & are centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Flats are 
available for self-calcring. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 




Phone/Fax Catriona Randall on 

(01705)351277 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 South Parade 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 
Tel: 01705 875566 

Special ra/es for all Service personnel and 
Family £19.95 p.p. in full en suae double or 
twin-hedtled room 
it 4 crown seafront hold 
it Colour TV. ica/cotTcc facilities 
★ Games rooms - full-size snooker table 
it Ideally situated near all local attractions 
and its night life 


West Wind Quest House 

197 Portsmouth Rd. 

Lee On Solent. P013 9AA 
Warm and friendly, family run guest 
house overlooking the Solent, close to 
Daedalus. Sultan. Collingwood. 
Dolphin and Haslar. All rooms H&C. 

Colour TV. tca/coffee making 
facilities. Private off street parking. 

TEL 01705 552550 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


GOSPORT 

Seafarer Guest House 

9 Bury Road, Gosport 
Tel: 01705 522883 

★ Families rooms/En-suite available 

★ Colour TV all rooms 

A Tea and coffee facilities ail rooms 
A Close to Sultan, Dolphin and 
Haslar 

A Ample car-parking 
A ETB 2 Crowns 


SOUTHSEA 

KENILWORTH COURT 
HOLIDAY FLATS 

ICOMMEXDU? 




Established 1967 
Non-smoking self-contained one 
bedroom flats. 

3 minutes seafront. 
Private car park 

01705 734205 

for colour brochure 


GOSPORT. ‘CHERRY TREES’. 15. 
Linden Grove, Alverstoke. ETB I 
Crown. Family run guest house. All 
rooms H/C, tea making. English 
breakfast, children welcome. Close 
harbour. Haslar. Dolphin. Sultan. £12 
p.p. Lin or Steve Gell, Tel. 01705 
521543. 


PROVINCE OF NATAL HOTEL 

5 OREENHILL. WEYMOUTH DT4 7SR II 

Bought for the Royal Navy by the people of Natal after llie Second D 
World War. Fifty yards from the beach, half a mile from llie 
simps and station. Fine sands and safe swimming. 
Available only to naval and ex-naval personnel, including, KM, 
WRNS, QARNNS, their families and relatives. Licensed bar. 
Children and pets welcome. Lift to all floors. All bedrooms 
ensuite. Laundry facilities 

Telephone 01305 784108 

REMEMBER — This hotel is yours ccntc and enjoy it! 


ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 

Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HS 
Telephone number: 01705 824231 
Fax number: 01705 293496 

A first class hotel with leisure complex 
Single and Double en-suite accommodation available at affordable prices. 
Leisure centre with pool, sauna, skittle alley, snooker, gym, Sky TV 
All serving and ex-serving Naval personnel and their families are assured of a 
friendly welcome 
Credit cards accepted 



-EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE- 

SOUTHSEA — PORTSMOUTH 

Stay for a minimum of 2 nights and enioy a special discount lor Navy News Readers. 

Offer ends 30th April — All prices include full English breakfast. 

Single Room £13.00 per night. Double Room £23.00 per night £27 (with shower/toilet) 
Family Rooms — Price on application. 

Major credit cards accepted. 

All rooms with C.T.V. — Tea making. Own keys. No restrictions. Close to all amenities. 

33 Festing Road, Southsea. Portsmouth P04 ONG. 


-THE ELMS Guest House- 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

(Residential Licence) 

A small, friendly family run Guest House 
offering BAB. Close to Naval base, stations, 
shops and nightlife. Colour TV, tea/co/fee 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms en-suite. 
Own keys, no restrictions, limited parking. 

Paddy and John Enkine 
Tel/Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924 


“Away Days In Plymouth” 

Small friendly Guest House overlooking the 
Hoe and Seafront A good bed and 4-course 
breakfast, colour TV tea/coffee fee toes, 
c/h. en-suite rooms available Parking 
From £26 Double £14 Singles 
Telephone lor brochure 
01752 660675 

EDGCUMBE QUEST HOUSE 
SO Pier Sheet. Weel Hoe. Plymouth PL! 36T 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye otde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 01705 870505 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Fnendy family run. 2 mns. from sea and enter¬ 
tainments. Close to femes. Naval base, shops, 
etc. Own keys. Satelite TV all rooms, no restric¬ 
tions. B&B. Holiday or short stay. Ample pnvate 
car-parking 

Mrs Pat Green (01705) 731043 


GROUP CANAL HOLIDAYS 

For activity. Umn week, ackUvmtrt. fun! 


Self-drive, comfoiubk, 4-12 hath bo«s with 
all faciKlica. 6 different route*. From £56 per head, 
per week, low anion. Five tuition. Eaay 
rail aoccaa. Fine brochure from: 
MID0LKW1CH NARROW BOATS 
52 CANAL TKRR ACK, MIDDliWCIi 
CHESHIRE CWI0 9BD 
\ TEL: 01606 832460 i 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Waverlev Road, Southsea 
Hants P05 2PJ (01705) 828325 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You arc guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from home in Southsea. Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has all the atmosphere of the 
great Naval traditions of this area. There are 
also cable TV's, private washing facilities, 
tea and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rates for winter months. 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVKRLSY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendy run Guest House, idealy 
situated for the Naval Base/shopping 
centres/Continental Ferry Porttoeaches etc. 
Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in all 
rooms A C.H. Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE A TERRY (01705) 832440 


PLYMOUTH 

MOEGATE HOUSE 


f Situated Ths Hoe and Barbcan area. doss £ 
waking dstance to ciy oertre. bus slalion 

• Rooms ol high standard uih showers, colour • 
_ TV, H4C. le^ooRee ladBies. oeriral healing. 

• SAE lor brochure • 

• From £1250 pp-CH pp Tel: 01752 661033 • 


Hoc gale Street ’he Hoe, Plymouth PL 1 2JB| 


—FAREHAM-, 

GORT WALK GUEST HOUSE 

44, Coombe Farm Ave, Fareham, POI6 GTR 

Warm and Friendly. Close Haslar. Sukan. 
Coikngwood. All rooms c.h. t TV. dock-radK). 
Ample parking, own keys. Courtesy pick-up on 
arrival. Two ground floor rooms available. Open 
all year. From £13 BAB (No extras) 

Christine Fielding 
01329 828905 


MALTA, MELLIEHA. Luxury 2- 
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5. one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
close to local amenities. Flights can be 
arranged. Telephone 0181-567 5824 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockyer St, PL1 200 * 

Telephone: (01752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coffee/ Telephone 
all rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park. Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount. All 
Credit Cards accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

"A Personal Service' Comfortable Holer 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN HOTEL 

licensed family owned hotel in quiet 
cul-de-sac. Garage & free street lurking. 
Rooms mainly cn-suite- Varied breakfast 
& dinner menu. 

Royal Fleet Club A Naval Base within 
easy walking distance. 

A uttmi uxdcomc auttUsyon from 
Norma A SUbe llcndy. 

52, Exmouth Road. Stoke. Plymouth. Pit 4QH. 
Tet 01752 563643 Fax 01752 606014. 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent tc the Hoe and Park Friendly 
family-run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge. TV 
Radio. Tea Coffee. Licensed, central 
heating all rooms. From Cl3pp. 

THE FIRS 13 Pier Street. West Hoe 
Telephone (01752) 262870 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 Waterloo Place. Weymouth DT4 7PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Club. All rooms CTV, T/making, B&B 
evening meal. Reasonable rates. 
Warm welcome. 


Jean and James Barnett 

01305 785344 

Members of Weymouth RNA 


Motorcaravan Hire 


Luxury 4-6 berth vehicles 
Travel UK / Europe 
Unlimited mileage 
Insurance / AA cover 
From £295 per week 


S&H Hire Plymouth 01752 607082 


PORTSMOUTH 
THE BEAUFORT HOTEL 


A A ETB 4 Crowns RAC it 4 

A 4 Commended Merit Award 

The Beaufort has now become 
one of the most impressive, 
privately owned hotels in the 
city Excellently located close to 
the Promenade and local places 
ol interest 

A 19 en-suite bedrooms 

★ Licensed bar 

★ All rooms satellite TV 


71 FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA 
P04 ONO 

Tel: (01705) 823707 Fax: 870270 


‘Rpck^ Cjardcn ‘J-foteC, 
Soutfisea 

Special 

Winter 

Breaks 


For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 

(one or two persons) 

Central for all Southsea amenities and 
entertainments Quality eti-suitc 
bedrooms. Satellite TVs all rooms, 
tca/coffcc facilities, lounge, private car 
park 

A Attractive Bar ★ 

A Delightful restaurant A 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
P052LQ 
Tel: 01705 8330IS 



THE ROOK HOLLOW 

LICENSED HOTEL 

84 CHURCH ROAD, HAYLING ISLANO 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU 
AT THIS CHARMING HOTEL 
VERY ATTRACTIVE ROOMS WITH 
COLOUR T V.. RADIO AND TEA/COFFEE 
FACILITIES 

A SHORT DISTANCE FROM 
PORTSMOUTH 

TEL: 01705 467080 


The 

MARINE SOCIETY 


202 Lambeth Road 

London 

SEI 7JW 
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Tel 0171 261 9535 
Fax 0171 401 2537 

Please quote ref NN5 
when replying 

Registered Charity No 313013 



Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 


Need a GCSE qualification 
in English and/or Maths? 

We have 60 years experience of providing first class tuition to 
seafarers serving in the RN, RFA, as well as the merchant service. 

A committed team of qualified and experienced teachers, who 
are familiar with the challenges of studying whilst serving at sea, 
provide tuition by correspondence with optional telephone and 
multimedia support. To what do we owe our excellent reputation? 


★ SERVICE 


★ VALUE 


★ RESULTS 


★ Our comprehensive range of services to the seafarer is unmatched 

★ Our subsidised enrolment fee is likely to be the lowest you’ll come across 

★ Our student achievement record is amongst the highest you’ll find anywhere 

Arrangements can be made for you to sit exams at our London centre, 
onboard your ship, or at a centre local to your home. We can also help with 
other subjects and levels of study. Just tell us what you’re interested in and 
what qualifications (if any) you already hold ... 
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Property and Miscellaneous 





Specialists in 


V 

□ 

| PROPERTY MAtNAQEMENT | 


<0 

Of Homes Of RN Personnel 

We offer a full and comprehensive management service which 1 

includes attention to the smallest detail, tf you are about to let your 
home In the Portsmouth or surounding area please contact: 

Tracey Mackenzie or Michael Talmondt for helpful advice. 

We are ex Navy - We do understand the Problems. 

TEL: 01705 861550 FAX: 01705 818081 

263, Fawcett Road, Southsea, Hants. 


Residential Lettine 


- THE STRENGTH OF EUROPE’S LARGEST ESTATE AGENCY . 

. THINKING OF LOTTING? — THEN LET COUNTRYWIDE . 

With over 80 offices from the Isle of Wight to Edinburgh we offer a complete 
range of services from tenant selection to full management with rental 
protection insurance. For a free appraisal of your home call now:- 

PORTSMOUTH, NORTH SOUTHSEA 


(01705)650101 


(01705)296022 


Leaders for Naval Lettings 


♦ Always a wide choice 
of homes to rent 

♦ Furnished & unfurnished 
flats & houses 

♦Secure agreements j 

♦ Deposits fully bonded 

♦ 6 month lets & longer 

♦ Immediate viewings 

♦ Member firm ARLA 

Call the branch nearest 
you today 


LEADERS 


45 Osborne Rd. Southsea 
Tel: 01705 838344 

112 London Rd, North End 
Tel: 01705 666111 

190 West St, Fareham 
Tel: 01329 825282 


-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS- 

Irom own original paintings ol 

m 



over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
Size 8r x 16’ lor €35 plus PSP 

For list please send SAE to 
SEART. 5 The Chase, Gosport 
Hants PQ12 3TP 


mm 

Estate. Land <5 Business Agents 

Refurbished Apartments 

Set within the ex Royal Naval Hospital site 
with views Limited number of quality 
1 & 2 bedroomed units 

From £38,000 

Unique 25 acre site, incorporating landscape! 

gardens, with 24hr security, ottering an 
unusual opportunity to aquire secure living 
within the heart ol Plymouth City Centre 

112, North Hill, Plymouth PL4 8JN. 
TEL: 01752 225601/669571 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


FREE , 

DESIGN 

SERVICE 


.PRINTED OR 
t EMBROIDERED 


/vs 


TO YOUR 
OWN 
k DESIGN 


rnrr^i * t-sh'rts 

r KEF If ‘SWEATSHIRTS 
I*»iiifl p ■ a • P0L0SHIRTS 

SAMPLE w * rugby shirts 

CUI DTK * SWEATERS 

brllKI " ♦ caps 

MANY STOCK DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
CREDIT TERMS FOR H M FORCES 


FOR FREE BROCHURES CONTACT: TEES TOTAL 
HIGH ST. WOOTTON BASSETT. SWINDON SN4 7AB 

TEL(01793) 849888 FAX 849890 

FOR SALK. — Officers sword com¬ 
plete "'ill knot belt and p\c case. 

\ jlc Offers met €750 Tel 0194* 
710304 am time 


FOR S \I.K - Cl EYES. ( dr s ( ap 
(* % 19.S Sword, knot leather ease 
1950 Ol705 585806 

LOST TOUCH w ith friends or collea¬ 
gues from your Service days? We are 
dedicated to helping you get back in 
touch. Forces C onned Association. 
57 Norwich ('lose. Lichfield. Staffs. 
WSI3 7SJ (SAE). 

REGIMENTAL Ties. Blazer Badges. 
Cuff-links. Buttons. Medals. Lap 
Badges, Militaria. £1.50 for list. 
Caimcross (Dep. NN), 31 Belle Vue 
St., Filey. N. Yorks YO!4 9HU. 

HAND-EMBROIDERED Wire and 
Silk Thread Badges. Quality/delivery 
guaranteed please send designs for 
price and sample to: INTER \I<1 
UNLIMITED. PO Box 1274. Sialkot 
Pakistan Fax 0092 432 554997 



CATALOGUE OF 
SEXY ADULT 
PLEASURE 
PRODUCTS 

FOR YOUR FREE 
CATALOGUE RING 

0163$ 
865500 

74 HOURS 

or wnte to 

L.C.PR0DUCTS 

Dept NN4 
328 Oxford Road 
Reading Berks RGJO1AF 

SJftlCnr A0ULTS 0HLY 


f CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 

For iomftrchrnuvc lislplease sent! SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 
SIIX/W1RE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
I. HEED COUtT. LOWELL GHEES, BRISTOL 
TEL/EA X; Ol / 79 .12796 7 


SOUVENIR COVERS 

RegUar stock 1st (80+ pages) of souvenir 
covers, covering the Royal Navy, RAF, Army. 
Concorde. First Flights, Railway. Football. 
First day covers, etc., with autographs 

WINGFIELDS 

P.O. Box 1. Thetford. Norfolk 
Telephone: (01284)810940. P.T.S. Member 



SAILING SOON? 

We successfully LET and MANAGE properties 
throughout the South with our caring but 
professional service. Ring today for friendly, 
competent advice on ail aspects of Letting. 
Telephone: Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Wooiston (01703) 445899 


BLACK HORSE \(,EN( IES 
Parkinson Pairin' Kobrrlson 


Executive Homes 

Let and manage quality houses and flats 
in and around Portsmouth, throughout 
Hampshire and West Sussex 

Contact us for a brochure. 

01705 511644 


PLYMOUTH'S Property Management Company 
—\ 97 MUTLEY PLAIN 

222204 

Tfie key to your property requirements 


* DRAFTED AWAY FROM HOME? 

* TIRED OF COMMOTING? 

* CANNOT SELL YOUR HOME? 

* DON’T WANT TO SELL YOUR HOME? 

* WORRIED ABOUT LETTING? 


• A LEADER IN' TIIL MELD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

• OV ER 100 PROPERTIES AVAILABLE AT ANY ONE TIME 

• WELL ESTABLISHED OVER MANY YEARS WITH OWN SOLICITOR 

• COVERING PLYMOUTH. SE CORNWALL AND SOUTH DEVON 

• STAPLED BY MANY EX-SERVICEMEN WHO KNOW THE PROBLEMS 



EMBROIDERED BADGES 

Made to Order 
Any Quantity • Any Club 
Any Badge • From 1 off 
Tel: ROSS ART EMBROIDERY 
7 Wall Road, Gwinear, Hayle, Cornwall 
TR27 5HA. Tel/Fax 01736 S50724 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size and miniature medals supplied 
and mounted lor wear or display Send 
tor full list of miniature medals, 
emblems, clasps, etc SAE appreciated 

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshlll 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 0LG 
Telephone 01527 835375 

Access/Visa welcome 



MOTORCYCLE 

TRAINING 

PORTSMOUTH 


3 DAY COURSE £189 FULLY INC. 
C.B.T. £65 1 DAY COURSE £99.00 

FREE BIKE HIRE 
_ _ _ PHONE 

A.D.T. free 

0800 137113 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of 
your ship, perhaps long gone but 
never forgotten. Any H.M. vessel 
or R.F.A. from 1920 onwards, in 
various sizes. 

Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of the 
FtoyaJ Institution of Naval Architects 


Military Cross Stitch 


An exciting range of cross stitch 
kits for Navy, Army and Air Force 
units. Over 800 designs available. 
Ring 

01905 423785 

for a free catalogue 


Navy News 
own products: 

If you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply return 
it to us unused within 
14 days and we will 
replace it free of charge 
or issue a full refund 
(including postage). 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights. 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Win Blazer Badges-all ships . 

- £ 9.00 

Framed Win Badges (5x5) 

—..£11.00 

White Gauntlets 

.£ 19.00 

Havy Bents (leather H/band) 

_ £ 7J00 

Any Association Win Bent Badge 

. £4.00 

naval DNtsion Ties 

-£ $.30 

RNA/RU V-neck Jumpers 

. £1200 

RNA/RU Teryiene Blousons, Zip front ..„..£1700 

Screen Printed Sweetshiits- 


o ne oh, all badges 

-T15.50 

RNA/RU Wall Plaques 

_ £16.50 

White Pilot Shirts- 


RNA/RU/RNPSA 

- £12.00 

Officers Cap Badges. 

...£10.00 

Gold Sword Knot 

...£22.00 

Leather Sword Belts. 

...£70.00 

Sword Bags 

...£30.00 

! all prices Include PAP 

1I.Dalahaad Drtva,Shaw Oldham,lanes OL28TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 



Couchebebe 
PO Box 5, Swanmore. 
Southampton SQ32 21?W 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,^ 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12, Avenue Industrial Estate, 
Justin Road. London. E4 8SU 
Telephone 0181-523 3283 
Faxtt181-531 7298 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£22.15 + £1.30 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone 01483 771588 Fax 01483 756627 



GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£21.95 ♦ £1.30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 


► WIRE OR SILKTANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
l CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS 
Send SAE for quotes and price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (01273) 416138 


HMSRFA&RNA WALL SHIELDS 

Handmade to order 


6in x 7VJin 



O Crown 
Copyright 

£18.95* inc UK postage 
* add £1.45 for optional motto / title scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 

C & A Beharrell 

187 Victoria Avenue. Hull HU5 3EF 
Tel/Fax: (01482) 213398 
Please send SAE lor brochure 



FLEET BADGES 

in full colpr, heutseuled and framed 
4, Church View. Oborae, 

Nr. Sherborne, Dorwt DT9 4NA 01935 812149 

Collectors size 5in x 556in.£7.50 

Presentation size approx Kin x 7in .. £12.50 
Incl UK postage 

ALL ROVAI. NAVAL ASSOCIATED BADGES 
Penonal cal ten welcome Crown Copyright O 


Badge Of Pride 

YOURS OR YOUR LOVED ONES SERVICE 
CAREER REMEMBERED.... 

A personalised hand embroidered wire and silk 
badge in a magnificent mahogany finished 

Badge of Pride 
4, Chandlers Wav Swanwick, 
Southampton. S031 7FQ 
Tel: 01489 885541 


£ 32.90 
incl p&p. 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. IIOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2II 7IIA 
TEL 0171-930 1979 
OR 01374 133 493 


HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR MEDALS? 

Consult the experts wc tan replace 
full sire medals and supply 
miniatures. K fast effluent service 
with the minimum of fuss. 
Also a full cleaning and 
mounting sen ice is undertake^ 
by our master tailor / 

THE VETERANS' 
MEDAL OFFICE 

P.O. Box I Dll. 
LONDON, W1A 1DH 
Telephone OI71-493 4675 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands, Choirs, etc. 

Blazer buttons, medals, rbbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane. Edge 
End, Coleford, Gtos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES w 

P O BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 IGJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals — full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The publishers of Navy 
News cannot accept 
responsibility for the 
accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
losses suffered by any 
readers as a result. 
Readers are strongly 
recommended to make 
their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and 
financial advice before 
sending any money or 
entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 
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FFS 




The philosophy behind the formation of TOFFS (The 
Old Fashioned Football Shirt Company) was, quite 
simply, to re-create classic cotton football shirts of a 
high quality (pre-advertising and pre-polyester) all of 
which would be manufactured in the United 
Kingdom. 

Classic, 100% cotton football shirts from 1885 to 
1975 is all we make - and we're good at what we do. 

You can't change history three times in a season! 


100% NOSTALGIA GUARANTEED 

* 

& 



For FREE colour brochure write to: 
P.O. Box 71, Gateshead, 

Tyne & Wear NE11 OUZ 
or phone: 0191 491 3500 
fax: 0191 491 3305. 


THE OLD FASHIONED 
FOOTBALL SHIRT COMPANY 



?*> 


Special KI'PO prices/Kulk Discounts available 




Thousands of 
Nautical Souvenirs 

Memorabilia, Chronometers, 
Sextants, Logs, Flags, Clocks, 
Telescopes, Badges, Blocks, 
Compass, Bells, Lights etc, etc, 
also 


Maritime items wanted 


NAUTICAL CENTRE 

Harbour Passage, Hope Square, 
Weymouth. 

01305 77838 or 783180 (eve) 


SING ’EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON 3 TAPES 

"IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT", "ROUND THE BUOY" 

"SALLY FREE AND EASY" 

Sung By The Song Bo’sun CYRIL TAWNEY 
"Full of ripe and ironic humour, nostalgia and sadness" - Wavy News'. 
"Ought to be purchased by every ship and submarine mess as a form of light 
relief in their darker moments" - 'Naval Wives'. 

Price (inc. pAp ): £7.50 each cassette (UK/BI'PO only. Elsewhere £8.50 each cassette). 
(All overseas payments in Sterling by IMO or cheque drawn on a British bank, please). 

Orders and enquiries to: NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Mcanwood Road 
LEEDS LS6 4AW 





NAVY DAYS 



Would you like a Naval Pen Pal? 
A ten word advertisement in 
this column costs only £9. 


No Easy Choices 

A Personal Account of life on the 
Carrier HMS Illustrious 1940-43. 

By At** H Jones A Michael H Jones 

War and Lit* on a Mg ship aaan through 


Cfi.96 IneL UK PAH 
Square On* Pufcfccatom. Th* Tudor Houa*. 

IS. Church Streat. Uptorvupon-Savam Wore*. WTU OHT. 
TEL 01684 594522 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


+1 enclose Cheque/P.O., Credit Card for £9. 

FOR PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD PLEASE USE COUPON ON PAGE 4 


NAME ... 
ADDRESS 



TO ADVERTISE: fill in the 
coupon above, enclose 
cheque/P.O. for £9 and send 
to: ‘Penfriends’, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 
3HH. Replies to your box no. 
will be forwarded on daily. 





HELP US TO PASS ON YOUR 
REPLIES AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
ANO TO THE CORRECT BOX 
NUMBER. 

• PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY 
# WRITE THE FULL & CORRECT 
BOX NUM8ER IN THE BOTTOM UH 
CORNER OF THE ENVELOPE 
# STAMP IT! OTHERWISE WE 
CANNOT GUARANTEE IT WILL BE 
PASSED ON. 

THANK YOU. 


JULIE. 37, Attractive, caring, seeks 
caring service man for pen pal ALA. 

BOX VI. 

SINGLE WHITE, age 31. slim, at¬ 
tractive. brown hair, hazel eyes. 

BOX A2. 

SINGLE FEMALE seeks home sick, 
fun. Naval pen pal. 20’s-30's. photo's. 
BOX A3. 

FLAME HAIRED female seeks ‘‘sail¬ 
or** for passionate letter writing affair. 
BOX A4. 

EX-LEADING SEAMAN 59. N.Lon¬ 
don. GSOH. Enjoys walking, sailing, 
the simple things in life. WLTM slim 
warm female 30-50. BOX AS. 

I'M MARIA. 24 years old. 5ft 6 *. 
enjovs pubs, clubs, prettv. outgoing. 
BOX A6. 

VICKY 27 yrs. fun loving. GSOH. 
single, enjoxs clubbing, dancing, holi¬ 
day BOX A7. 

W ANTED MILITARY personnel for 
corrcspondcncc/cxchangc for military 
items. BOX A8. 

CRAZY. BUBBLY blonde. 20. 
VCiSOH. seeks sexy sailors 18-30. 

BOX \9. 


TO REPLY: Any person who writes 
to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the 
advertiser's box number. The letter 
should be enclosed in a second 
envelope addressed to ‘Penfriends* 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POl 3HH. On receipt 
the replies will be redirected. 


VIVACIOUS. INDEPENDENT, sin¬ 
gle mother. 35 years, seeks adorable 
Officcr/NCO. 28yrs+. BOX AI0. 
JOANNE 31, single, fit. blonde, blue 
eyes. Interests aikido, military his- 
torv. aviation, anything dangerous 
seeks similar for friendship and per¬ 
haps more. BOX All. 

ATTRACTIVE PETITE Female. 23. 
seeks male for lasting friendship 24- 
30 BOX A13. 

EX-RN. Dave 30's. Seeks B&B week¬ 
end in June with lady. BOX AI4. 
LOVELY LOVELY lady. 50 s, tall. 
1957. naval background, seeks gentle¬ 
man. BOX A16. 

HAPPY 30+ female nurse wants 30+ 
na\ai penpal (Lancashire lass). 

BOX AI7. 

SINGLE MUM (Devon) seeks gen¬ 
uine male penfriend 28-34. photo ap¬ 
preciated BOX A18. 

TWO LOONEY girls, seek two single 
fun loving men 25*. BOX A19. 

Ill I’M Emma, seeking male and fe¬ 
male penpals aged 18-26. BOX A20. 
FUN LOVING blonde single mum. 
seeks male pen-pal 25-3> GSOH. 
BOX All. 

ATTENTION ALL males, blonde fe¬ 
male waiting to hear from you. 

BOX A22. 

WANTED PENFRIENDS in the 
Naw. please write to me. BOX A23. 
PRETTY FEMALE 28. looking for 
male 28-35. let's have fun. BOX A24. 
SUE 34. likes pubs, clubs, seeks sai¬ 
lors and marines 29-34. BOX A25. 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 33. seeks 
serx iceman friendship/relationship. 
ALA BOX A26. 


FEMALE 24, outgoing, enjoys socia¬ 
lising. wants penpals any age any¬ 
where. BOX A27. 

FEMALE 27YRS, 5'6“. looking for 
fun penfriend age 27-35 BOX A28. 
DIVORC ED 33, one child, wants si¬ 
milar for honest fun friendship. 

BOX \29. 

BUBBLY FEMALE 34. seeks tall 
penpal with GSOH. photo appreciat¬ 
ed BOX A30. 

SHY FEMALE 28. single, seeks fun 
loving guy for friendship. BOX A3L 
FEMALE 29, 5*7". brown hair, hazel 
eyes, photo please. BOX A32. 

SLIM 5*10", dark hair eyed widow 
aged 47. seeks penfriend. BOX A33. 
PRETTY GIRL seeks cute sailor pen¬ 
friend. don't delay, write today. 

BOX A35. 

GENTLEMEN PLEASE write, can 
he fun. lady awaits your correspon¬ 
dence. BOX A36. 

PENPALS AGED 25-35. good sense 
of humour a must. BOX A37. 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 41. roman¬ 
tic and honest, requires male for rela¬ 
tionship. BOX A38. 

ATTRACTIVE PROFESSIONAL 
Lad\ 48. seeks interesting sailor to 
correspond with. BOX A39. 

CARING SINGLE MUM 28, GSOH. 
seeks friendly sincere penpals. ALA. 
BOX F24. 

ENTERPRISING FEMALE 27, 
seeks Navy penpals 25+. Entertaining 
letters guaranteed. BOX F25. 
PRETTY WOMAN seeks Edward’ 
Must be fun loving 2I+. Photos ap¬ 
preciated. BOX F26. 

SUE 34, blonde hair, blue eyes, fit, 
seeks penfriend. BOX F27. 

FUN LOVING 27YR OLD female, 
looking for sincere fun loving pen¬ 
friend. BOX F28. 


Personal 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new friend from over 500 
photos. APPROVAL copy from. 
MATCHMAKER. (A.I0). Chorlcx. 
PR7-4BS. Or ring 01257-480155 (24 
hours) 

ATTRACTIVE NAVAL widow, fair 
hair. slim, own house and car. widely 
travelled, varied interests, wishes to 
meet sincere gentleman for friend¬ 
ship. 60-74 years, maybe to start life 
again. BOX A40. 

AIR STEWARDESS, Deborah. Slim, 
extremely pretty mixed race lady, 28, 
5’5". warm, humourous, intelligent 
ebullient personality. Enjoys the arts, 
literature, dining out. fitness training 
and dancing. Seeks pen pals 28-40. 
Box M40 


25th, 26th, 27th May 

See the ships, aircraft, equipment 
and sailors of the Royal Navy 

Adults £6.50 Child/Senior Citizen £3.50 

3 day ticket also available 

Free colour brochure 
All profits to Naval Charities 

Maritime heritage attractions included 

£2 supplement for HMS Victory 

Free parking/Park and Ride for cars 

Coach price £210 includes parking and 
admission for all passengers 
£45 discount for advance bookings 
(Minibuses/small coaches on application) 

All enquiries Portsmouth (01705) 839011 


A GREAT WAY TO BUIL9 
NEW & EXCITING FRIENDSHIPS 

International Pen Friends has 
over 300.000 members worldwide. 
Write now for free details. S.A.E. to: 
IPF/N, 224 Springfield Rd, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6BN 


Very Attractive, Single 
Female Company Director 

With personality, wit, appetite & 
expectations seeks tall, stylish, 
erudite, unattached officer aged 
40-50 to Share elegant living and 
cultural appreciation. 
Replies to: Navy News Box A41. 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna Aroma massage — Shower. 
Mon-fri 9.00am-midnight. 

Sat 10.00am-midnight. 

Sunday 1 lam-11.30pm. 

Book your appointment or call in to visit us. 
198 Keyham Road, Plymouth 
(opposite St Levans Gale) 

01752 559955. P==l 
Visiting service tel: 0831 526664. 


VIP KISSOGRAMS 
The best in the West 

A variety of grams available for 
that special occasion 
We accept Access/Visa 
Covering Devon/Cornwall 

TEL: 01752 605505 


PEN 

PAL 

MAG 

Monthly penpal magazine for adults with over 
1000 entries & 250 photos near & far. Writs or 
ring for an APPROVAL copy to: 
MATCHMAKER (R.60), Chortey, PR7-48S. Or 
tel. 01257 - 480155 (24 hours) 
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Options 

of 
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exquisite 


gcmswfim 



Tastefully engraved with the Koyal Ylavy (drown for 
a true nautical feel. 


rut mmi 

§I £T 

Retirement • Promotion • Anniversary 
Jl special way to remember 
yesterday while keeping in touch 
with the navy of today. 

nun nan eontes to you nnmiruccr 
viiCKM in n numoon. s/nm-aiu n 
mscmtnion box. 

vicmKr n lcpt is cm ixmwcr wman 7 
mm (vrsTiiL m sum T/iwoim 

(imrsitowimow). 


ORDER FORM 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


. POSTCODE . TEL . 

(c) CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD Reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO 


DESCRIPTION 

QTY 

UNIT PRICE 

TOTAL PRICE 


Lead Crystal Oval Decanter in presentation box 


£139.50 



Lead Crystal Mini Sovereign Decanter in presentation box 


£72.00 



Lead Crystal Port Decanter in presentation box 


£139.50 



Clear Crystal Water Jug and Glass in presentation box 


£37.20 



Clear Crystal Ipt. Star Tankard in presentation box 


£27.20 



Clear Crystal '/>pt. Torro Tankard in presentation box 


£25.20 



Clear Crystal Claudia Goblet in presentation box 


£18.50 



Lead Crystal Chateau Whisky in presentation box (pair) 


£41.95 



Clear Crystal Claudia Brandy in presentation box (pair) 


£29.50 



Lead Crystal Sliced Paperweight in presentation box 


£25.50 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK P&P. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 

£ 


I enclose my chcque/p.o. totalling £ _ made payable to Navy News or please debit my Acccss/Visa/Barclay/Dclta Card. 

Expiry date . 

Signature . 

Please send completed order form with remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POl 3HH. 
TEL: 01705 826CV40 FOR ORDERS OUTSIDE THE UK 

Available to readers outside the UK. Please write/phone for postage costs and payment details. 


My card number is 


ii 11111111 rrm 



HMS FEARLESS sailed out of Portsmouth at the end of the longest work pack¬ 
age undertaken by the Fleet Maintenance and Repair Organisation since warship 
refits ended there in 1991. 


The 32-year-old amphibious 
assault ship was undergoing a 
short period of trials and work 
up before returning to a busy 
schedule of multinational 
amphibious exercises starting 
with Exercise Purple Star off 
the United States this month. 

She entered the FMRO in July 
last year to undergo an extended 
Docking and Essential Defects 
period designed to keep her in ser¬ 
vice into the next century. 

It proved to be a formidable 
challenge that tested the organisa¬ 
tion’s diverse skills and manage¬ 
ment abilities to the hilt, work 
being variously hampered by a 
freak fire in a boiler economiser, a 
badly corroded bulkhead and sub¬ 
zero temperatures during a critical 
period of the 33 week schedule. 

Even so, slippage to the original 


Bronington, 
the book 

HMS BRONINGTON, the 
minehunter commanded by 
The Prince of Wales and pre¬ 
served at Manchester as the 
last of the Royal Navy’s 
wooden walls, opens to the 
public again this month. 

To mark the 20th anniver¬ 
sary of the end of the 
Prince’s active naval career, 
which falls in December, the 
Bronington Trust is prepar¬ 
ing a colour booklet. 

Author Captain Roy Clare 
is looking for an artist to 
donate a quality cutaway 
drawing of the ship and any 
photographs and memora¬ 
bilia from former members 
of her ship’s company which 
should be addressed to him, 
marked ‘Bronington Trust’ at 
Room 4383, MOD Main 
Building, London SW1A 2HB 
by the end of this month. 


completion date was contained 
within an acceptable timescale, 
enabling her to meet her commit¬ 
ments. 

Ten miles of heavy cable were 
installed. 1,250 new pipes manu¬ 
factured and fitted together with 
4,500 electrical components. Over 
a thousand sub contracts were 
placed, mainly with local contrac¬ 
tors. 

The ship’s main galley was com¬ 
pletely renewed, converting from 
steam to electric appliances, with 
modern electrical equipment also 
replacing the old steam facilities in 
the laundry. 

• For their part in fighting a fire 
in one of Fearless’s main machin¬ 
ery spaces in October CPOMEMs 
Ron Renshaw and Malcolm 
George have both received 
Commendations from C-in-C 
Fleet Admiral Sir Peter Abbott. 


Paper 

honour 

ADMIRAL of the Fleet Lord 
Lewin (right) receives the 
Honorary Freedom and 
Livery of the Worshipful 
Company of Stationers 
and Newspaper Makers 
from the company's 
Master. Mr Alan Brooker. 

In 1949 the Stationers 
adopted the Royal Marines 
- of whom Lord Lewin was 
last year made Life Colonel 
Commandant.. 
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vtforks of 
art jump 
ship - or 
get lost 

THE MINISTRY of Defence has overhauled its proce¬ 
dures for the care of its many hundreds of works of art and 
trophies since it discovered that over 200 of them had gone 
missing. 


Cadets chart a course for a 

life at 



Since Navy News revealed 
over a year ago that the hunt 
was on for the items - many of 
them of great historical inter¬ 
est - more than 20 have been 
located, and it has been estab¬ 
lished that 23 have been stolen. 

The Ministry of Defence 
believes that 161 items, valued at 
about £100,(X)0, arc still on MOD 
property but have been “mislaid” 
through poor record keeping. 

Supervision 

The MOD itself discovered the 
deficiencies after appointing a spe¬ 
cialist curator in 1992. He is now 
responsible for central supervision 
and care for the Ministry’s consid¬ 
erable collection of works of art. 

And a report on the subject by 


the National Audit Office has been 
welcomed by the MOD. A 
spokesman for the Ministry said: 
“The NAO has given us advice, 
and we have accepted it in order to 
strengthen the new management 
regime dealing with all our works 
of art.” 

Although the NAO report was 
generally critical of the Ministry’s 
record keeping procedures in the 
past, it praised as cxemp' 
work of the RN Tfop 
HMS Nelson, which 
works of art to look after as the 
Navy’s central registry of works of 
art and trophies. 


ruccuures m me 
s exemplary the 
[Yophy Centre at 
fiich has 24,000 


Barracks 
up for 
sale 


THE FIRST stage in the 
sell-off of former Royal 
Marines barracks in 
Plymouth has been given 
the go-ahead by the 
Ministry of Defence. 

“Expressions of inter¬ 
est” have been invited 
from prospective buyers of 
Seaton and Coypool bar¬ 
racks. Potential develop¬ 
ers will have to submit pro¬ 
posals this month before 
the Ministry draws up a 
planning brief in consulta¬ 
tion with Plymouth City 
Council. 


**.*¥«« 

Peacock’s 

Second 

display 

ON VISIT to Hong Kong Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce called on the patrol craft HMS 
Peacock. He is here piped on board by AB Paddy 
McCutcheon and welcomed by the patrol craft’s 
commanding officer, Lt Cdr Will Worsley and Lt Tim 
Redfern. 

Admiral Boyce also visited Peacock’s sister ship HMS 
Plover and met RN personnel serving in HMS Tamar on 
Stonecutters Island. 

He gave an interview to British Forces Broadcasting 
Service presenter Elaine Parnell in the BFBS studio in 
Amethyst Block. 


# Sea Cadets in the chartroom of Marine Society training ship Earl of Romney. Left to right are 
Cadets Timothy Exell, Clare Elson and Kerry-Ann Upchurch (City of London unit) and PO Mandy 
Straughan (TS Bulwark). 

Culdrose UFOs 
kept out of the 

Files 



RN AIR STATION Culdrose has lately been deluged with 
calls from local people claiming to have seen UFOs - but 
this is definitely not a job for agents Mulder and Scully of 
TVs ‘X-Files’. 

Clearly visible from the high 
ground to the north of 
Helston, a long string of white 
flashing lights has been report¬ 
ed hanging in the sky over the 
Lizard peninsula. 

“I’ve seen them twice in a single 
week,” one caller said. “They 
appear in the early morning light, 
then they fade away.” 


Sunlight 


It turned out that the lights were 
not alien spacccaft, but sunlight 
bouncing off the electricity gener¬ 
ating windmills of Bonithon wind 
farm. 

Culdrose spokesman PO Bernie 
Pettersen told Navy News that 
during a period of fine sunny 


mornings the wind direction 
required that the windmill vanes 
be aligned to reflect the sunlight to 
the north. 

“From a distance the actual 
windmills are not visible, but the 
flashes of reflected sunlight from 
them look like objects in the sky. 

“I’ve seen them myself and from 
a few miles back they appear to be 
pulsating directly above the air¬ 
field. It’s an eerie effect. 

“I believe the vanes are being 
repainted with a matt finish.” 

• On average, around 250 UFO 
sightings are reported to military 
establishments, the police and 
other organisations and collated by 
the Secretariat Air Staff at the 
Ministry of Defence. Last year, 
perhaps owing to extra media 
interest. 373 were logged. 


SEA CADET Jon Cornwell, 
great nephew of the 
famous Jutland boy VC 
Jack Travers Cornwell, was 
among 12 members of the 
City of London HMS Belfast 
unit who enjoyed a week s 
sea training courtesy of the 
Marine Society. 

They embarked in the 160 
ton training ship Earl of 
Romney to visit several ports 
and harbours in and around 
the Thames estuary. 

Founded in 1756, the Marine 
Society is the oldest public 
maritime charity. One of its 
aims is to encourage and 
assist young people to take up 
seafaring careers in both the 
RN and the Merchant Navy, to 
which end it devotes some 23 
weeks sea time each year to 
the Sea Cadets. 

It also operates two power 
training ships, converted from 
the former inshore survey 
ships HMS Egeria and Echo. 

Any youth group interested 
in booking the ships should 
contact Capt Mike Mills on 
0860 787885. There are a few 
bookings left this year and 
bookings are now being taken 
for 1997. 

• Bury St Edmunds Sea 
Cadets’ current headquarters 
are on land now required for 
development and are appeal¬ 
ing for £50,000 to build a boat- 
shed and maintenance area if 
they are to avoid being land¬ 
locked. Details from Bryan 
Garnham on 01284 787390. 


Spring 
clean for 
Nelson 


TO PROMOTE National Spring 
Clean Week this month HMS 
Nelson is asking a party of pupils 
from Chichester High School to 
help tidy up areas in and around 
the establishment. 

The move follows a similar, 
highly successful exercise last year. 

Energy and Environmental 
Manager Mike Peters said HMS 
Nelson was achieving the 
Government’s target of an annual 
three per cent energy saving. 

“Environmentally, we are mak¬ 
ing huge strides in waste manage¬ 
ment and recycling and curbing 
land, water and air pollution - so 
we will be supporting National 
Environmental Week next month, 
too.” 




$ 




SHIRTS 

This matching pair is a must for 
every Jack and Jill this Spring 

ORDER BOTH TOGETHER 
AND GET A FREE POLO SHIRT 


SWEATSHIRT 

Available in sizes: S.M.L.& XL. 

£12.95 £13.70 

U.K. Surface Mail Abroad 

Surface 

T-SHIRTS UK 

Abroad 

Childs: 22"-32 , ‘ £4.00 £4.30 

Adults: S.M.L. & XL £4.75 £5.10 
XXL £6.00 £6.50 

AVAILABLE FROM NAVY NEWS. 

HMS NELSON, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH 
CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS. TO 
ACCOMPANY ORDERS. ARE TO BE 
MADE PAYABLE TO NAVY NEWS. 

For orders from outside UK payment can 
be made by Cheque/lntemational Money 
Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. 
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estminster back after ‘worst winter’ 


HMS WESTMINSTER is back in 
Portsmouth after a seven and a half 
month deployment to the South 
Atlantic that saw the Falklands’ worst 
winter weather on record. 

The Type 23 frigate arrived on station in 
time to catch the tail-end of a spell of snow, 
sleet and 60 knot plus winds. For the first 
two weeks the upper deck, even alongside, 
was untenable with sheets of ice underfoot 
and driving spray and sleet. 

West Indies 

On the way down HMS Westminster had 
been diverted to the West Indies island of 
Montserrat to stand by in case of an erup¬ 


tion by the Chances Peak volcano. 

There her helicopter, diving team and 
several shore parties were put to use in 
relief efforts and in assisting scientists 
with information gathering. 

Exercises 

After being relieved by HMS 
Southampton, she continued her passage 
south, conducting exercises with the 
Brazilian navy and an RN submarine. 

Despite the appalling weather, 
Westminster quickly started her patrol 
cycle, visiting remote settlements such as 
Fox Bay and San Carlos, establishing the 
security of some of the 700 scattered 
islands and the economic zones of the 


Falkland Islands and South Georgia. 

There were many hours spent exercising 
with the RAF, while in a naval gunfire sup¬ 
port role the ship assisted the Royal Green 
Jackets and the Royal Gurkha Rifles in 
their ground defence role. 

There were also exercises with Chilean 
fast torpedo boats in the waters of Tierra 
del Fuego - but the highlight of the deploy¬ 
ment was the re-supply of the South 
Georgia Garrison, rewarded by calm 
weather, impressive views of towering ice¬ 
bergs and wildlife sightings of whales, 
seals, penguins and albatross. 

• Back from the cold to a warm family 
welcome - LS Gordon Abernethy is greet¬ 
ed by wife Suzanne and two-year-old 

Laura. Picture:LA(PHOT) Erik Kennelly 




NOW THAT’S WHAT I CALL A BARGE! 


Fill ‘er up - HMS Brilliant and the fuel barge Joey in Maputo. 


HMS Brilliant’s marine 
engineers got rather more 
than they bargained for 
when they requested fuel to 
be supplied by barge dur¬ 
ing a stopover in Maputo, 
capital of Mozambique. 

When she arrived, the fuel 
barge Joey turned out to be 
wider and longer than HMS 
Brilliant herself. 

Discussions with the Master 
of the Joey established that the 
frigate’s “big mama” had fol¬ 
lowed her all the way from her 
last port of call, Mombasa in 
Kenya, for the sole purpose of 
delivering enough fuel for 
Brilliant to make it back to ... 
you guessed it, Mombasa! 

HMS Brilliant’s final Armilla 
deployment also included ini¬ 
tial sea training of officer 
cadets and a four-day visit to 
Kuwait. She is about to return 
to the UK to begin preparations 
for her transfer to the Brazilian 
navy later this year. 


Eng ineerin g needs you 


WEAPON engineers at HMS Collingwood are staging a huge exhibition in June to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of their specialisation and to showcase engineering opportunities for thousands of 
young people. 


The Princess Royal will preview 
the event which runs from June 24 
to 28 and will see 60 of the coun¬ 
try’s biggest engineering firms 
exhibiting alongside the Navy. 

HMS Collingwood is the largest 
naval establishment in Northern 
Europe and has examples of every 
communication and weapons fit 
available to the surface fleet, 
including the Goalkeeper close 
range defence and Seawolf missile 
systems. 

The “People in Engineering 
Exhibition” is expected to draw up 
to 20,000 visitors, including Navy 
and Ministry of Defence personnel 
and students from schools and uni¬ 
versities throughout the country. 

Recruitment staff hope to inter¬ 
view 1,000 young people to help 
select 50 candidates for Britannia 
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, 


and identify scores more for spe¬ 
cialised engineering training. 

The establishment faces its 
busiest time for more than a 
decade with 1,000 Operator 
Mechanics and 200 apprentices to 
train in the next two years. 

Latest advances 

Companies such as Marconi, 
Racal, BT, British Aerospace, 
Ferranti, Siemens Plessey, Dunlop 
Hiflex and Hewlett Packard will be 
there to demonstrate the latest 
advances in technology and to 
attract new talent. 

Weapons Engineers can trace 
the roots of their branch back to 
the original Electrical Officer spe¬ 
cialisation founded in 1946, made 
up mainly of communications and 
torpedo experts. 


Collingwood’s CO, Captain 
Charles Crawford, said: “As a pro¬ 
fessional specialisation in the Navy 
we have been in existence for 50 
years, but we need to look forward 
to the future.” 

“I want to get the excitement of 
engineering over to our young peo¬ 
ple. Engineering is very underrated 
in this country and Britain needs 
more trained and qualified engi¬ 
neers.” 

The event is open to the public 
from the afternoon of Wednesday, 
June 26 and schools and universi¬ 
ties day is June 27. Officers’ day is 
June 28, and veterans, warrant 
officers and senior rates will be 
welcome on Tuesday 25th. 

For details, contact the People 
In Engineering Project Office at 
HMS Collingwood on 01329 
332044. 



Recruitment and Business Opportunities 



“You want a career in computers?” 

YOU SHOULD BE CERTIFIED! 

A Certified NetWare Engineer (CNE) is an engineer who has more than demonstrated a high standard of 
networking skills by successfully completing examinations set by Novell. 


Why CNE? 

1 CNE is a recognised industry standard 
that is promoted and supported by Novell. 

Z CNEs are in b»g demand by employers. 
Read the job adverts in the computer press 
or ask the employment agencies. 

3 CNE certification gives you a definite 
advantage m the job market. CNEs get 
interviews, get jobs and command higher 
salaries than non-qualified personnel. 



Novell 

Certified 

NetWore 

Engineer 


Why Highlevel? 

1 Fully authorised Novell CNE training in 
Newcastle. Manchester and London. 

2 Highlevel are experienced in planning 
CNE training programmes for forces 
personnel. We will design a personal 
programme for you to suit your diary and 

3 Full CNE testing once training has taken 
place, plus help and guidance to ensure you 
are prepared for your tests. 



Novell 

Authorised 

Education 

Centre 


For the wide world of Novell Training call Highlevel Education on 

0191-417 7229 

Highlevel Education Ltd. 1st Floor. Glendale House. The Galleries. Washington. Tyne & Wear NE38 7SD Fax: 0191-415 4193 


A WHOLE 

NEW! 

WORLD 
OF HOME 
SHOPPING 


e- 

v 





A unique second career opportunity is available for Royal 
Navy personnel who are leaving the service and wish to 
develop their own business, either full time or part time. 

We require people to spearhead New home shopping/ 
wholesale business in the UK and Europe. 

• Wholesale purchase savings of up to 79% 

• Income potential of £1,470 per week 

• Commissions paid weekly 

• Full business training provided 

• No stock holding 

• No product demonstrations 

• No product training 

• No selling required 

• No experience needed 

Over 20,000 products available for everyone. 

We have achieved in 8 weeks an income stream of £1,470. 

Meetings held in Portsmouth, Plymouth & throughout the 
country. ANYBODY can do this business, pick up the 
phone NOW! 

Telephone Ray & Ann Stringer on (01487) 813824 



Ignore Duff Buzzes And Jonah Predictions. 


Contrary to popular belief, the Navy is recruiting now. There are opportunities 
in the Royal Marines and nearly all branches of the Royal Navy for bright, 
well motivated young people. 


The Senior Service still offers 

* Worthwhile jobs 
* First class training 
* Good pay - even during training 
* A chance to go places 


Tell your friends and relatives. Better still, point potential recruits in the 
direction of their local RN and RM Careers Office or tell them to telephone 
0345 300123. You could be doing them the favour of a lifetime. * 



Join the Navy 
See the World... Differently 
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COMMUNICATION S 

RATINGS 


Royal Fleet Auxiliary is currently recruiting Communications Ratings. 
Prospective candidates should have recent Naval sea-going experience in the rank 
of L.R.O.(G), R-O.l.(G) or R.O .2(G). 

Leave is earned at the rate of 47 days per 5 months appointment and salary is 
£12,728 on entry as C.IL2 rising to £15^21 after twelve months sea service and 
regrading to C.R.I. 

The R.F.A. provides worldwide support for the armed services and in particular 
The Royal Navy. We offer some for the best terms and conditions afloat today. 

If the prospect appeals to you and you would like an application form, please write 
to: 


The Recruitment Officer, Office of the Commodore, RFA Flotilla, Room F9, 
North Office Block, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth, POl 3NH. 





1 M Writing and 
m 1 / Presentation. 

Fast, effective, 
quality specialist services for the 
Services. Call or Fax: 

01752 - 344842 (24 hrs) 


MILITARY CV SERVICES 

The original CV aervice for IfM Forcer, 
established in 1984 

A world-wide CV fira run by a former regular officer 
ad current full time career consultant Past cbcnli 
Delude men and women of all rank* from every arm 
and brand) of ibe Services 


Why not write or telephone far full detail* to: 
Anthony Jacques 
66 High View Road, Guildford 
Surrey GU2 SRU 
Tel: 014*3 *23766 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists in Service C.Vs 

• Convert Service Docs to Civvy Jargon 

• Individually Tailored by Human Resource 
Professional 

• Qualify Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659 



RAF ST ATHAN 


Has Vacancies Now For 


AIRFRAME FITTERS ENGINE FITTERS 
ELECTRICAL (AIR) FITTERS 
AVIONICS FITTERS SHEET METAL WORKERS 

FITTER TURNERS 
AIRCRAFT SURFACE FINISHERS* 

Entry qualifications/experience for Service personnel are:- 

a. CRAFT POSTS: An indentured apprenticeship or minimum Junior Technician level 

b. NON-CRAFT POSTS Relevant experience 

c NON-IN DUSTRIAL* P&TO • Minimum 4 years as a SNCO in one of the above discipli¬ 

nes or minimum JfT plus ONC or higher 

The rates of pay vary for each grade. Details are available on request. Productivity bonus is payable to 
Industrial staff. 

The Station hours are 0745-1615 Monday to Thursday and 0745-1515 on Friday. There may be a require¬ 
ment to work shifts for which the appropriate allowances will be paid. 

Whilst the annual leave allowance for each grade varies, it averages 22 days a year plus 10i/2 days 
Public/Bank Holidays. 

Promotion is available on the Station to individuals who meet the eligibility requirements. 

Subject to availability, short term accommodation may be offered. Financial assistance with relocation may 
be available. 

All employees may join the Civil Sen/ice Pension Scheme which an individual has to contribute 1 1/2 0/0 of 
their pay. 


Further details and application forms can be obtained from: 

Civilian Management Wing, RAF St Athan, Barry, South Glamorgan, CF62 4WA 
TEL: 01446 798490/798491/798497 or GPTN: 95421 Ext 8490/8491/8497 


WHY ON EARTH DO I WANT 
TO OWN AN OSTRICH? 

★ Outstanding financial benefits, both short and long term 
with a capital asset that naturally/financially grows. 

★ The guaranteed Chick Buy Scheme provides owners 
with a minimum cumulative return over 5 years of 190.77% 

★ The Ostrich Farming Corporation cares for your birds 
and breeds them for you (all inclusive of cost). 

★ ★ ★ 

For more information on how you can personally benefit from owning an 
ostrich, cut out this advertisement (or photocopy) and send to: 



The Forces Representative (AG 20) 
The Ostrich Farming Corporation Ltd 
r Sherwood House, Ransom Wood Park 

£ § Southwell Road West, Mansfield 

vjstnch NG21OHJ 

Farming Corporation Ltd ★ ★ ★ 

Please rush my free Information Pack and Video to: 
Name:_ 


Address:. 


Post Code:_Tel No: 


JOBS AT SEA 

and ABROAD ’96 

Unskilled, skilled, inexperienced, gocxl 
pay. UK/workfw»de. Crutse ships, fugs, 
merchants, tankers, femes, dredging, 
oil/gas rigs, trawlers, diving, salvage, 
yacht crewing, manne biology, survey, 
oceanography, watersports instructors. 
Latest vital information job pack (with 
other jobs abroad 1996 
vacancy/recruitment supplements). 
Complete fob pack C5.95 cheque/PO 
MARINE EMPLOYMENT 
(Floor 3D), Brittanic House, 
Swanage BH19 INF 


THE GUIDE TO 
POLICE RECRUITMENT 

Essential information for those 
considering the Police Service. 

written by police assessors 
to assist the individual to under¬ 
stand and develop those abilities 
which are examined in the 

Assessment Selection Process. 
£10 inc p&p. 

CAREER MANAGEMENT 
TECHNIQUES 

PO BOX 2002. HOCKLEY, SS56FA 


Effective CVs 

We can help you sell 
your skills 

in today's job market 

Tel: 01343 549996 

anytime 


CORNWALL 

Greeting Card 
Franchise 

FOR SALE 

Work from home with exclusive 
area covering Cornwall and 
North Devon. Flexible hours. 
Currently 90 outlets but with far 
greater potential. Low overheads 
£9,000 ♦ SAV (aprox £8,000) 
♦VAT (reclaimable) 
Further Details 
TEL: 01872 41132 


SPORTS SHOP 

Excellent busness lor sate. 
Established 35 years, owners retinng. 
Pleasant Border Counties Market Town. 
Net profits last 8 years average approx. 
C40.000 pa. 

For Further Information 
Navy News Box A50. HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, Hants. POl 3HH. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

RATES 


Operative from 1.1.95. All rates exclusive of VAT 


DISPLAY _ Size in ems _ Cost 

Whole Page _ 37.0 x 273 _ £1,950 

Half Page _ 18.4x27.3 _ £1,060 

Quarter Page _ 18.4. x 13.4 _ £600 

Single col. cm (Min 2.5 cm) £12 


Series Discount, 5% on 6 insertions 
Series Discount, 10% on 12 insertions 
Advertising Agency Commission, 10% 

Colour Rates on Application 

CLASSIFIED 

Run-on advertisements 75p per word 

Minimum charge (excl Box No) £2250 

Box Number £2.75 extra 


WIVES 

Incoma Opportunity 

WORKING FROM HOME 

with 



Phone May 0191 5847356 
IndeperXtent Consultant 
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Please telephone Mrs Clare Brown 
on 01225 313877 for Game Plan 
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GIVE YOUR CHILD 

FIRST CLASS 
EDUCATION 

Lomond School has always been at the Forefront of innovation and 
forward thinking in the field of private education. 

The school which has both day pupils and boarding facilities is located 
within half an hour of Glasgow and its network of international links, 
examination results arc excellent, the average class size is 15 pupils and 
there is a wide range of extra curriculum opportunity, with sport, 
outdoor education, music and drama being notable strengths. 

ix>mond has a long association with Service s personal and a generous 
busary is available for Service families who wish to take advantage of 
our first rate boarding school. 

For full details, please contact the Headmaster. 

LOMOND SCHOOL 

- Helensburgh - 

10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Telephone (01436)672476 Fax:(01436)678320 

The school exists for the education of children 

@-® 



★ Traditional academic education 

★ Individual tuition within small classes 

★ Happy caring environment 

★ Many sporting and recreational activities 

★ Additional care offered from 8am until 5.30pm 

PARK LODGESCHOOL 
17 Charlotte Street - Helensburgh - Dunbartonshire 
Telephone: 01436 673008 


ST. DUNSTAN'S ABBEY SCHOOL 

PLYMOUTH 

WITH THE SELLON SCHOOL OF SPEECH AND DRAMA 

Day and Boarding School for Girls 
Prep. Department 4-11 years 
Senior School 11-18 years 

MOVING TO NEW SITE EASTER 1996 

Now offering full boarding in single study bedrooms 

Telephone (01752) 663998 
for a prospectus 

Registered Charity Number 306736 



WEST HILL PARK 

PREPARATORY 

SCHOOL 

CONTINUOUS EDUCATION FOR BOYS AND GIRLS FROM 3 TO IX 


OPEN DAY 


SATURDAY 11th MAY 

2PM - 5PM 

Visit a modem prep, school in action in a marvelous rural setting 
in Titchlield village - 3 mins from junction 9 on the M27. 

Tours ol the School will include: 

THE BOARDING HOUSE , PRE - PREP DEPT, NURSERY DEPT 
COMPUTERS AND SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY, ART & POTTERY 
MUSIC WORKSHOP, FRENCH CAFE 
SPORTS HALL AND SWIMMING POOL 
Tea will be served from 3pm onwards 

Enquiries are welcome to: 

THE HEADMASTER S SECRETARY, WEST HILL PARK SCHOOL 
ST MARGARETS LANE, TICHFIELD, FAREHAM. P014 4BS. 

TEL: 01329 842356. 

( REG CHARITY NO 307343) EXISTS TO EDUCATE CHLDREN 


ST JOHN’S SCHOOL SIDMOUTH 

THE flexible boarding school 

(ideal for the service family) 

Happy growth and 
development with 
individual care 
and attention in 
small classes. 

Boys and girls 
3 to 14 years old 

Write or ring tor further information to: 

St John*© School, Broadway, Sid mouth Devon KX10 8KG 
Td 01395 5139M 

Si John's io a charily nu 274864 and euala to provide education far children 





BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS (3-18) 

I An excellent standard of education provided by a fully qualified 
staff 

• A well disciplined, friendly, caring environment with small classes 
l Over thirty extra-curricular activities 

• Boarders enjoy family atmosphere with comfortable 
accommodation 

• One residential member of staff for every ten boarders 
I Bursaries available for service children 

• Member of ISAI and accredited by ISJC 

• Sixth form specialising in GNVQ Business Courses and small ’A' 
level groups 

R1N1TY (a) SCHOOL 

Buckeridge Road, Teignmouth, Devon 
Tel. (01626) 774138 

Trinity School is a charitable institution for the education of children 



WARMINSTER 
SCHOOL 

Coeducational Day and Boarding 
4 to 18 years old 

★ Pupils can join at any age 

★ Long experience in caring for Services families 

★ Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships and awards at 
11 + 

★ Continuity of education across the whole age range, within a 
caring, friendly community 

★ An opportunity to keep the whole family together 

★ Small class sizes, excellent facilities 

★ High standards and clear expectations 

Prospectus and further details may be obtained from 
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA 12 8PJ 
(Tel: 01985 213038; Fax: 01985 214129) 

Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls 


- Embley Park _ 

School 

A Registered Charity which exists to educate children 

CO-EDUCATION 3—18 DAY & BOARDING 


Romsey, 

Hants 

f+ 


★ SMALL CLASSES 

★ DEVELOP POTENTIAL 

A EXCELLENT ENTRY TO 

Tel: 01794 512206 } 


| HIGHER EDUCATION 

Fax: 01794 518737 


-4*7 

★ INDIVIDUAL CARE 



★ GREAT TEAM SPIRIT 


BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 
FOR OUR AUTUMN 

EDUCATION SPECIAL 

TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE, 
TEL: (01705) 724226. 


NEWLANDS SCHOOLS 

SEAFORD. EAST SUSSEX 


(JUNIORS 7-13+)IAPS 

Established 1854 


4 


(SENIORS 13-18)ISAI 


A’ 


CO-EDUCA TIONAL BOARDING - WEEKL Y BOARDING AND DA Y 

NEWLANDS welcomes sons and daughters of Army, Navy and Air Force personnel into our Boarding 
community. A high percentage of Forces Boarders is maintained. Fees in line with the BSA. 

A complete education (7-18 years) in two schools on one campus. 

Excellent teaching in small classes by qualified and dedicated staff. 

Specialist help for dyslexia and other learning difficulties. 

Academic work is based on the National Curriculum, leading to GCSE, 

Level and University Entrance 
Lively artistic, musical and cultural curriculum 
Competitive sports for all boys and girls 
Supportive family atmosphere throughout 

Travel and escort arrangements include coaches to Romsey, Aldershot, Southampton/ Eastleigh Airports. 
Escorts to Stansted, Gatwick and Heathrow Airports and London (Victoria Station). All minibuses fitted with 
forward seating and seatbelts. 

Our prospectuses will give you further details: 

Newlands Preparatory Tel: (01323) 892334 

Headmaster: Roger C. Clark BA MA (Ed) Fax: (01323) 898420 

Newlands Manor Tel: (01323) 890309 

Headmaster: Brian F. Underwood MA Dip Ed (Oxon) Fax: (01323) 490100 


The Newlands Schools exist to provide education for boys and girts 


Registered Charity No 297606 



Oabufood School 

a ic he A ter 

d3oy5 Cjirh 2?/ 2 - 1 1 (d3oarJliny from 6b) 

★ Idyllic, spacious setting 

★ Warm family atmosphere 

★ Excellent academic record 

★ Impressive facilities 

★ Wide range of sports and activities 

The Perfect Environment for Young Boarders 
For details, please telephone: (01243) 575209 
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• Above: HMS Brave fires a 21 gun saiute to St Lucia. 

• Right: A lame youngster found in tears because he was unable to keep up with the Independence 
Parade through Grenada gets a lift from CPO Paul Edis 

WEST INDIES guardship HMS Brave has lately enjoyed a welcome break from 
her continued blitz on the drugs trade (see back page) by joining in the 
Independence anniversary celebrations of two Caribbean islands. 


The Type 22 frigate first 
visited Grenada where the 
ship's Guard was invited to 
join the parade and was 
inspected by the Governor 
General, Sir Reginald 
Palmer. 

Grenada, which gained inde¬ 
pendence in 1974, is known as 
The Island of Spice’ reputedly 
cultivating more spices to the 
square mile than any other 
place on Earth. 

During the visit local histori¬ 
an Dr Alister Hughes presented 
the Brave's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Tony Johnstone- 
Burt, with an early 19th centu¬ 
ry journal by Mid W.Parry 
Okeden, covering two years on 
the China station in HMS 
Albion, Argonaut and Fire 
Queen. 


Returning the favour, 15 
members of the Petty Officers 
Mess moved two 1.5 ton can¬ 
non from an old fort high on the 
mountainside for renovation. 

Said PO Mick Chantler: 
“They were half-buried with 
time, very heavy and at the 
same time delicate. 

Seamanship 

“We had to clear trees and 
undergrowth to make a clear 
passage for the downward 
journey and then we used a 
system of seamanship tasks to 
transfer them across the one 
mile to the road where we 
rigged a makeshift crane to lift 
them onto the waiting trucks. It 
was a very long day. .. “ 

The cannon are to decorate a 
military museum planned by 


their owner, Mr John Albanie. 

Moving on to St Lucia, the 
ship fired a 21 gun salute to 
mark the 17th anniversary of 
indei^endence and presented a 
Guard to Governor General Sir 
Stanislaus James. 

A wreath was laid at a monu¬ 
ment to honour the 27th 
Iniskilling Regiment who in 
1796 captured Morne Fortune 
Fort from the French. 

At this time the ship was vis¬ 
ited by the Senior Officer of the 
First Frigate Squadron Captain 
Tom Morton who praised her 
“outstanding” drug busting 
record. 

“Her successes reflect the 
quality of an exceptional ship's 
company," he said. “She is 
making a significant contribu¬ 
tion on a broad front.” 

In an earlier visit to Jamaica 


tions 


Brave work on 

a broad 


front 


a team of Braves gave up their 
shore leave time to redecorate 
the interior of St James 
Women’s Infirmary at Montego 
Bay - earning the personal 
thanks of High Commissioner 
Richard Thomas: “ You certain¬ 
ly have brought some relief to 
these ladies with your war 


paint!” he quipped. 

HMS Brave returns to the UK 
in June after a seven month 


deployment in which she has 
seldom been out of the head¬ 
lines. 


Fiery footage 



STAFF at HMS Raleigh saw 
a fire break out and engulf 
a section of a Vanguard 
Class nuclear submarine - 
but they had nothing to 
worry about. 

The blaze was started 
deliberately in a specially 
constructed mock-up by a 
film crew from the 
Services Sound and Vision 
Corporation (SSVC). 

The destruction of the 
30ft replica will form a real¬ 
istic sequence in a video 
to train personnel in fire 
incident control, cut with 
real footage from the Clyde 
Naval Base. 

SSVC has been working 
with the Royal Navy for 
more than 50 years. 

It has a current cata¬ 
logue of nearly 2,000 train¬ 
ing films covering every 
subject from accident pre¬ 
vention to X-radiation and 
also provides live enter¬ 
tainment, radio and TV 
broadcasts. 


With its curvy fairing and frog-eyed headlights, this is a 
striking machine and its overall finish is excellent - and 
standard throughout the range. 

A breeze to move from its position of rest, be it mainstand or side 
stand, the balance of this big bike is perfect - when you first sit on it 
you feel in total control. Mirrors are easily adjusted to give a superb 
rear view and the cockpit is laid out so that all instruments are easily 
read, especially the clock which is in analogue form rather than the 
more common digital type and blends with the fuel gauge, speedo and 
tacho. Illumination is first class. 

Controls for this heavyweight motorcycle are all easily used in gloved 
hands which pays tribute to Triumph's ergonomics, as does the 
extremely comfortable saddle which is a direct result of customer 
feedback. 

The engine started easily from cold, from full choke initially, gradually 
reducing as the motor warms. A mild clunk as first gear is engaged, 
instant throttle response, a silky smooth clutch action - and you’re off 


to an easily managed ride, even at walking pace. 

Through heavy traffic, it belies its size, filtering easily past the early 
morning rush. Move out of town and onto open A roads and the bike 
really shows its pedigree; with masses of mid range torque available, 
it pulls through all six gears, moving you up to legal limits (honest, offi¬ 
cer) with readiness. 

The bike hustles through corners with unwavering predictability and. 
just when you think things might just be getting out of hand, the excel¬ 
lent brakes bring everything back under control 
The standard fit panniers have a capacity of 64 litres and will hold a 
full face helmet. The fairing gives good wind protection and is not as 
susceptible to side winds as many bikes in this class. 

However, it was quite noisy, even with the aftermarket high screen fit¬ 
ted At motorway cruising speeds the machine is at its most relaxed; 
with 200 miles out of a tank of fuel, the bike needs to stop well before 
you do 

Overall impression is of a 900cc sports tourer that is pitched just right 
in the market place - a real rider’s bike. 


Ftallgnlu Hguiman 


HAMPSHIRE 


DEALER FOR 


New TflMDIPIfllV now Available for Demonstration 

OUR PREOWNED MACHINES INCLUDE: 


TRDBVT 750 K/88 BLACK £8888 
SPRIfT N/88 RED £7288 
SHWT BOO 1784 RBI £8488 
SPffl) TRIPLE 800 M/94 £6888 
TROPHY 900 Him £7489 


TNDBVT 800 L/88 BUCK £4888 
SPOUT 800 L/84 GREEN £8488 
8PRNT 800 N/88 GREEN £7299 
SPEED TRUi N/96 £8194 

DAYTONA 1000 J/92 £4489 


12 Months Warranty ft RAC.. 84 Paint taspaction 14 Day Exchange 


See the Superb Range of New Models at: 

242, WEST STREET, FAREHAM. P016 0HD 
TEL:01329 232424 


Test Drive the New WlM^lPlrllW Today! 


AMEHELL8 


R. S. DAMERELL & SON LTD. 


Cornwalls only 


Dealer 


Also Main Dealers and Spares Distributors for Yamaha and Honda 


Branches At: 

Whitemoor, St Austell, Cornwall. PL26 7XN. TEL: 01726 822402. 
99, Mutley Plain, Plymouth, Devon. PL4 6JJ. TEL: 01752 667806 


Test Drive: CPO Pete Cushing, 
Chairman of the RN Motorcycle Club, 
gives a personal view of the 1996 
Triumph Trophy. 
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becomes 
Champion of 
champions at 
the Royal 
Tournament 



LT SUE Bullock carried out 
a coup at Earls Court by 
becoming first Navy winner 
of the title Wilkinson Sword 
Master Swordswoman. 

Sue (pictured above), who is 
serving at Rosyth Royal 
Dockyard, became RN Cham¬ 
pion at Arms by gaining best 
results overall at the Navy 
Championships in foil, sabre 
and epee. 

She then fenced the 
Champions at Arms of the 
other two Services at each 
weapon to determine the 
Master Swordswoman. 

Field Marshal the Lord 
Bramall presented Sue with an 
impressive winner’s trophy. 

IN BRIEF 

FAREHAM Town PC and HMS 
Collingwood, both 50 years old 
this year, are to mark their golden 
anniversaries with a charity foot¬ 
ball match. They will be raising 
funds for King George’s Fund for 
Sailors, the Simon Weston Trust 
and the Rainbow Trust. 

If you would like to play on 
Wednesday. May 15. please eon- 
tael Lt Jan Rowles on Collins- 
wood ext 2583. All spectators will 
be welcome at this family event at 
Cams Alders Stadium. Fareham. 
The match kicks off at 7.30 p.m. 
and admission is free. 

AFTER many years of finish¬ 
ing last in the Inter-Service 
Wild Water Racing Champion¬ 
ships the Navy beat the Army 
to finish second. 

The Navy did well in the indi¬ 
vidual events with CPO Mike 
Smith in kayak and CpI Paul 
Farr in single seat canoe both 
taking second place. 

The event was held near 
Sanquhar, Scotland, on the 
River Nith. Water levels were 
quite high, which added to 
interest with many standing 
waves and stoppers. 

Next event in the RNWWR 
calendar is the Navy Champ¬ 
ionships, which will be held on 
June 22-23 on the River 
Tryweryn, near Bala, North 
Wales. All levels of paddler are 
welcome, so if you have not 
tried this event yet, why not 
give it a go? Use the boats pro¬ 
vided or bring a general pur¬ 
pose kayak. 

PERSONNEL serving at HMS 
Collingwood split into half a dozen 
teams to challenge for sporting 
supremacy. Events undertaken 
were hockey Hicks, swimming six 
lengths, soccer penalties, rugby 
dribbling, weight lifting and 
endurance weights. The ship s 
company finished first, followed by 
the WE faculty. WEMTO section, 
comms faculty. Part 3 trainees and 
artificers. 

THE TRAINING weekend and 
opening match for the RN 
Under 25 cricket team takes 
place at Portsmouth on April 
26-28. Personnel wishing to 
attend the trials are to contact 
Lt Cdr P.J.W. Danks at HMS 
Temeraire on Portmouth Naval 
Base ext 22671 or POPT Steve 
Riley on ext 23974. 


Beaten but unbowed 



Mne Steve Whyte (left) survived a savage first round salvo only to lose narrowly on points to Plymouth’s Scott Dann at the end of 
the Contest. Picture: LA(PHOT) Erik Kennedy 


RN BOXERS were beaten 
but not disgraced in this 
season s ABA Champion¬ 
ships, writes Navy boxing 
coach , C/Sgt Leo Toms. 

After winning their respec¬ 
tive titles at HMS Nelson in 
December, our Combined 
Services Boxing Association 
champions were drawn to box 
against the London champions 
at York Hall, Bethnal Green, in 
the quarter-finals. 

Mne John Turner (CTCRM) at 
featherweight showed that his 
win against the Army champi¬ 
on at Nelson was not a one-off 
performance by beating former 
England rep Danny Adams 
(Repton Cedar Street) quite 
convincingly - a wide 13-2 
computer score. He dominated 
and chased Adams from start 
to finish to claim his place in 
the semi-finals. 

Fleet footed 

Next on was light mid¬ 
dleweight Mne Steve Whyte 
(HQ RM), who proved too fleet 
of foot for Nigel Travis (Fitzroy 
Lodge) and gained a skilful 27- 
15 points win. 

Mne Dean Edwards (RM 
Poole) looked well on his way 
to winning at middleweight 
when his opponent Jason 
Radcliffe (Alma) was forced to 
take a standing count after a 
minute of the first round. But 
for the rest of the contest he 
was always looking for the big 
finish instead of boxing at his 
normally impressive level. 

Radcliffe, on the other hand, 
stuck to his task and took the 
decision with a close 17-15 
points score. 

Last on was Mne Arron 
Walton (Comacchio Group) at 
heavyweight. He put in a 
tremendous display of guts 
and determination against 
1994 ABA finalist Israel Ajose 
(Trojan Police). Having press¬ 
ed Ajose hard in the final 
round, he dropped a desper¬ 
ately close 13-11 decision. 

Before a highly partisan 
crowd at HMS Nelson gym 11 


days later the two remaining 
RN boxers had the capacity 
crowd on their feet throughout 
their semi-final contests. 


Hook shots 

John Turner gave all he had 
against local boxer Michael 
Walsh (Portsmouth University 
ABC), the bout swayed either 


way with Walsh moving back¬ 
wards, countering Turner as he 
attacked with hooks to the 
head and body. 

Both boxers were forced to 
take mandatory counts in the 
second round but both were 
going hammer and tongs as 
the final bell rang. Turner lost 
on points for the first time in 
only his fourteenth contest. 

Steve Whyte had to survive 


a hectic first round salvo in his 
bout against Scott Dann 
(Mayflower ABC), during which 
he was given a standing count. 

He came back well in the 
second round and in the third 
had the Plymouth boxer all at 
sea. 

If he had pressed home 
harder in the final minute, the 
decision would surely have 
been different. As it was, Dann 


received a 17-15 points win. 

• The staff of HMS Nelson 
gymnasium are to be congrat¬ 
ulated on their arrangements 
for this prestigious event. ABA 
officials present were unani¬ 
mous in their praise for the 
gymnasium lay-out, and for the 
professionalism and courtesy 
shown by all involved, award¬ 
ing the venue No 1 status. 


ROUGH STUFF BLOTS 
INTER-SERVICE GAME 


THE ROYAL Navy began their defence of the Constantinople 
Cup with a home match against the RAF. The game, which was 
televised by Live TV, degenerated disappointingly after an enter¬ 
taining first half, with over-physical play too often seen, writes Lt 
Cdr Jim Danks. 



POPT Steve Riley collects the Cassar Cup from Vice Admiral 
Sir Robert Walmsley. 


Navy hopes were high after a 
successful season, with 11 wins out 
of 12 matches and qualification for 
the SW Counties Cup final. 
However, the form book can be 
discarded when the Inter-Services 
are played. 

The Navy opened brightly and 
nearly went ahead in the third 
minute when, following a long 
throw from LPT Paul Willetts and 
a Hick on from POPT Steve Riley, 
the hall just eluded the eager RN 
forwards. 

Early pressure 

Phis early pressure was reward¬ 
ed. though, with two excellent 
goals in a ten minute spell. In the 
20th minute OM Steve O'Neil 
(Neptune) took a free kick on the 
left hand side of the pitch and 
CPO Will Flint (Daedalus) rose 
above the defenders to send his 
header beyond Bonner into the 
RAF goal. 

The Navy increased their lead 
on the half-hour when PO Nigel 
Thwaitcs (Daedalus) scored with a 
tremendous 25-yard free kick. 

The RAF posed problems at 
corners with their tall forwards, but 
Riley and C/Sgt Tiv Lowe defend¬ 
ed stoutly to deny them. 

The second half began as the 
first had ended and the Navy went 
further ahead when Flint saw his 
shot deflected to wrong-foot 
Bonner. 

At this stage the RAF players 


became indisciplined - none more 
so than their skipper. Hadgraft, 
who was shown the red card after 
elbowing Thwaitcs as thev went for 
the hall. 

Wounded 

LPT Paul Barton (Nelson), who 
had a very good game in his Inter- 
Service debut, left the field with a 
broken nose and a suspected frac¬ 
ture of the eye socket. PO Chris 
Long (771 NAS) played on with his 
head bandaged after a cut, while 
Flint left the pitch with double 
vision. Brayshaw, the RAF mid¬ 
fielder. dislocated his shoulder. 

This was all very disappointing 
for an Inter-Service match. 

The Royal Navy maintained 
their concentration and control of 
the match to win 3-0 and retain the 
Cassar Cup, which Vice Admiral 
Sir Robert Walmsley presented to 
Riley. 

This was the first occasion the 
Navy had beaten the RAF at 
Portsmouth since 1978. 

Vice Admiral Jonathan Tod pre¬ 
sented caps to LPT Paul Barton 
and Marines Lee Aston and Sean 
Foster (CTCRM). 

Naafi 

The Royal Navy are very grate¬ 
ful to Naafi. sponsors of the match. 

At Chiswick the Navy had paid 
the penally for a below-par perfor¬ 


mance when they lost 1-0 to the 
Civil Service - their first defeat in 
12 matches and a hard lesson 
learnt prior to the game against the 
RAF. 

Not up to full strength, the Navy 
conceded the goal 36 minutes into 
the match. POPT Nick Haigh 
(SM2) and Flint went close to 
equalising, while MEM Andy 
Meeds prevented the Civil 
Servants from increasing the lead. 
Riley and Barton were prominent 
in defence. 


• The final of the Lamb’s Navy 
Cup will be between HMS 
Neptune, who defeated CTCRM 
6-2, and HMS Excellent, who beat 
HMS Sultan 4-0. It will be 
Excellent’s first appearance in the 
final since they won the Cup in 
1965. 

• The Navy as Group B winners 
will play at home at Burnaby Road, 
Portsmouth, in the final of the 
South West Counties Cup in April. 
Details are to be fixed when the 
opponents are known. 


Neptune 
tightens 
grip on 
squash 
team title 

SEMI-finals and finals of the 
Royal Navy Squash Team 
Knockout Cup took place at 
HMS Temeraire. There were 
some well-contested matches 
in the semis, in which Neptune 
beat Collingwood and Nelson 
beat Raleigh, writes Lt Cdr 
Steve Fuller. 

Collingwood then defeated Ra¬ 
leigh to settle third and fourth 
places, while a real battle was tak¬ 
ing place in the final between 
Neptune and Nelson. 

Nelson took a 2-0 lead with wins 
by Lt Robin Young and Cdr 
Dickon Wilkinson, before Nep¬ 
tune fought back with an easy vic¬ 
tory by CPO Dave Stickland. 

Then came a very competitive 
match between two of Navy 
squash’s more senior members - 
Cdr Dave Langbridgc and WO 
Tim Webb. Langbridge took the 
match after five sets, to level the 
team scores at 2-2. 

So the Cup was decided on the 
last game, which was between Lt 
Frank McKeown, the Neptune 
captain, and CPOPT Jock Stew¬ 
art. It went to the wire, with 
McKeown winning 9/4 in the fifth 
set; a most exciting climax to the 
knockout. Their 3-2 victory meant 
Neptune retained the John Jaques 
Trophy for the third year. 

























of-war and, 

of course, 

track and field. There 
really is something for 
everyone. 

If you would like to be involved 
please contact me on PNB ext 
z3030 or Lt Cdr Clive Lambshcad 
on PNB ext 24193. 

We shall continue to keep you 
abreast of developments through 
the pages of Navy News, but don’t 
just read about them - join in! 
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Seafront 
training 
pays off 
for Dai 


Mne Dave Rodgers 


Lt Cdr Chris Robison 

Cooke, Webb, Beavan and Mne 
Hubble were selected to represent 
the Combined Services in their 
match against England. 


FULL SEASON AHEAD 
FOR RN GOLF SOU AD 

WITH THE approach of the new season, the Royal Navy golf 
squad is preparing for a busy programme of matches and invita¬ 
tion events, writes Cdr Gary Skinns. 


All but one of last year’s players 
have been included, providing 
valuable experience. We anticipate 
that availabilty of a number of 
these players will be even more dif¬ 
ficult this year, however, so we are 
fortunate in the addition four new¬ 
comers to the ranks. Many of the 
squad are now from the younger 
reaches of the Service, boding well 
for Navy golf in future years. 

As always, the RNGA commit¬ 
tee is on the lookout for new play¬ 
ers and those with a handicap of 5 
or better should make themselves 
known to me, Secretary RNGA, 
Staff of FOSF, 4 The Parade, HM 
Naval Base, Portsmouth. 

This year sees the second over¬ 
seas tour, with a team of 12 going 
to Norfolk, Virginia, this month to 
play matches against both Service 
and civilian opposition. Other key 


dates are June 19-21, Inter 
Command and Individual Stroke- 
play Championships at Letham 
Grange, Arbroath; July 11, Navy 
Cup Final at China Fleet Country 
Club, Saltash; September 2-4, 
Inter Command Matchplay Cham¬ 
pionships, China Fleet CC, and 
September 16-19, Inter Service 
Championships at Little Aston 
GC, Sutton Coldfield. 

A limited number of individual 
entries are available for the 
Strokeplay Championships for 
those not selected for Command 
teams. Anyone with a handicap of 
11 or better interested in taking 
part should contact their RNGA 
Command rep or me. 

Navy golf is fortunate to have 
retained the very generous spon¬ 
sorship of WA Consultants for a 
fourth year. 


MORE ATHLETES must be 
found if the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines are to continue 
to give creditable perfor¬ 
mances against the other two 
Services, writes the new athletics 
chairman, Capt Simon Goodall. 

We are keen to attract new par¬ 
ticipants and incentives include a 
cross country tour to New Zealand 
in June this year, a marathon tour 
to Brisbane and, we hope, a track 


and field match against the United 
States Naval Academy at Anna¬ 
polis, Maryland, in September. 

Further tours will be scheduled 
as part of the development of the 
sport, so do join in. 

Specialists 

To help you develop your athlet¬ 
ics talents, specialist event coach¬ 
ing courses directed by coaches of 


national standing are to be con¬ 
ducted at HMS Temeraire. 

These courses arc of immense 
value and are open to all serving 
personnel, whatever their stan¬ 
dard. 

Details are being promulgated 
and anyone interested in attending 
is encouraged to contact CPO 
Barry Wills, the athletics coaching 
administrator, on Portsmouth 
Naval Base ext 24392. 

To gain the maximum benefit 


from these initia¬ 
tives it is vital 
that more personnel become 
involved in the sport, be it as 
competitors or officials ... or as 
those with a couple of hours to 
spare each week who would like to 
put something back into Naval 
sport. 

There will always be room for 
willing helpers in Navy athletics, 
which encompasses cross country, 
marathon and road running, tug- 


News, Portsmouth 

MAKING the most of his 
first shore appointment 
since joining the Navy in 
1979, principal warfare offi¬ 
cer and dedicated runner Lt 
Cdr Dai Roberts (above) 
has won the IBM Ports¬ 
mouth half marathon. 

Daily training runs along 
Southsea seafront in all weath¬ 
ers made the half marathon 
course virtually home territory 
for Dai, who was cheered on 
by club mates and friends. 

Having led from the gun, Dai 
was accompanied from mile 
two to mile nine by Alan 
Chilton, who finished second. 

“We had opened a large gap 
by five miles and eased up. I 
decided to go for it at 
Southsea pier and see what he 
would do. He did nothing and I 
opened a 20yrd gap which 
increased to lOOyrds by the 
end of the seafront,” said Dai. 

Guildhall 

He ran the final two miles 
alone to the finish in Guildhall 
Square, crossing the line in 1 
hour 6 mins 38 seconds. 

Dai, who currently works for 
the Director of Operational 
Requirements at Portsdown, 
said, “I have to make the most 
of this year because I am likely 
to return to sea next year, 
which would ruin my running 
prospects!” 

He was due to represent the 
Navy at the Inter-Services half 
marathon championship at 
Fleet, Hampshire, as this edi¬ 
tion of Navy News was going 
to press. A 10-mile race in 
France is also scheduled, and 
Dai hopes to be among the 
party for the RN tour of New 
Zealand this summer. 


S/Lt Vickie Caldicott-Barr crosses the line to win the RN ladies 
cross country championship at HMS Raleigh. Second lady 
home, WDSA Sally Donnelly, was over a minute behind her. 


CONDITIONS under foot were attrocious when the Royal Navy Athletic Association 
cross country championships took place at HMS Raleigh on a generally cold and miser¬ 
able day, writes Lt Cdr Clive Lambshead. 


minute. Plymouth Command also 
won the junior team race, beating a 
very strong RM squad. 

Capt Rye won the veterans’ race 
in convincing style with his sixth 
overall and he was followed home 
by Cdr A1 Rich, who would have 
been happier if the course had 
been another 24 miles! Naval Air 
won the veterans’ team event. 

Olympics 

Raleigh was also the venue for 
the Inter-Service championships 
and once again the RAF proved 
too strong for the opposition. CpI 
Mark Flint, who is aiming for a 
place in the British Olympic team, 
won the race. In second place was 
Lt Cdr Chris Robison, running in 
his last Inter-Services. 

Chris has been a stalwart sup¬ 
porter of Navy athletics over the 
years, winning the RN cross coun¬ 
try title no fewer than 13 times. He 
will be sadly missed both as a cross 
country runner and track athlete. 

Mne Mark Croasdale finished 
fourth, Dave Rodgers eighth and 
Dai Roberts 14th, to form the basis 
of the best RN performance in 
years. Although the Navy team 
again finished third, it was their 
lowest points total ever. 

Domination 

The ladies race was dominated 
by Sgt Kelly Holmes, who won by 
50 seconds and promptly departed 
to South Africa to continue her 
training for the Olympics. First RN 
lady home was Wren Lynn Webb 
(Illustrious), who finished a cred¬ 
itable eighth. 

Both the veterans, led by Rye, 
and the iuniors, led by Beavan, 
excelled themselves - the veterans 
beating the Army by six points and 
thejuniors beating the RAF by 14. 

Tne fine performances of many 
RN runners hold great promise for 
the future. After the Inter-Service 
championships, Rodgers, Roberts, 


The seniors race was a fairly 
even affair for the first lap, but 
Mne Dave Rodgers gradually 
managed to open a gap 
between himself and Sqn Ldr 
Cole (NAC) and Lt Cdr Dai 
Roberts (Portsmouth). He 
increased it to win the race by 
half a minute. 

The Royal Marines packed well 
in support of the winner, with Mne 
Kneale fourth, Sgt Chris Cooke 
fifth and Capt John Rye, running 
as a veteran, finishing sixth. 

The team result was a foregone 
conclusion; the Royals won easily 
with 31 points. Portsmouth came 
second with a very disappointing 
112 points and Plymouth came 
third with 118. 

Clear cut 

Also fairly clear cut was the 
ladies race. S/Lt Vickie Caldicott- 
Barr won by over a minute from 
WDSA Sally Donnelly. Vickie’s 
time of 30 minutes 51 seconds was 
particularly creditable considering 
the awful conditions. 

However, despite taking first 
and second place in the individual 
competition, the Portsmouth 
squad was not strong enough over¬ 
all to prevent Plymouth from win¬ 
ning the team title. 

OM2 Beavan (Raleigh) came 
home a very comfortably winner in 
the junior race, beating Allison of 
the Royal Marines by over a 
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Options 


NEW BLOOD IS REQUIRED 
IF THE NAVY'S TO STAY 
IN THE RUNNING... 


Marines storm cross country 










































• From front page 

Defence Clothing and Textile 
Agency. The review was launched 
in 199.1 by the Second Sea Lord and 
is the first with the aim of develop¬ 
ing the Service’s clothing as an 
inter-related system. It examines 
the usefulness, design and cost- 
effectiveness of every item. 

Among the changes that will 
save money is the decision to end 
production of two patterns of naval 
jacket - one for officers and one for 
senior ratings. Instead, all will wear 
the current officers’ style which has 
vents, eight rather than six buttons, 
and a less “boxy” cut. 

Navy blue trousers and skirts for 
officers and SRs will also be the 
same, and a new raincoat will be 
designed for all ranks. 

Square rig uniform worn at pre¬ 
sent dates from 1977, although the 
design is based on earlier versions. 
In his report, Cdr Hobbs says the 
1977 design “failed to give due 
weight to the traditional aspects of 
the rig and was more expensive to 
manufacture than it needed to be 
for the necessary appearance.” 

Separate silk 

To restore the traditional bal¬ 
ance. cut the cost and simplify “the 
most traditional of uniforms”, the 
following changes will be made: 

• Separate silk facing with a pre¬ 
tied bow will replace sewn-on silk - 
a cost-effective return to tradition 
rather than a departure. 

• The return to jacket-style 
cuffs, replacing the shirt-style cuffs 
which have to be removed before 
alterations to sleeve length can be 
made. 

• A shallower vee at the front of 
the jumper which in the 1950s was 
lowered to reduced to cater for a 
zip - at that time long zip fasteners 
were prone to break. Since then zip 
technology has advanced to allow 
use of a longer zip and smaller - 
and more traditional - vee neck on 
which silk and lanyard sit better. 

• A new cap is being developed. 
It will retain the general appear¬ 
ance of the present cap, but will be 
produced using modern materials 
and methods of manufacture. 

• Slip-resistant shoes will 
replace the present shoes which arc 
banned from use at sea. 

Action clothing 

For non-ceremonial occasions 
both on shore and at sea a new gen¬ 
eral duty uniform is proposed which 
will replace a wide range of dress. 

And a new Naval Action 
Clothing System (NACS) will 
replace the protective functions of 
ratings’ No.8 (working) dress and a 
“plethora” of coveralls. 

At the core of the NACS will be a 
crewsuit similar to that developed 
by the Royal Australian Navy. 

The suit is likely to be a one or 
two-piece, unisex garment cut 
smartly like a paramedic or flying 
overall. It will be made of flame 
resistant material and will have 
properties which will meet General 
service, submarine and aviation 
requirements. 

Standard rank insignia would be 
worn on the shoulder, so that the 
distinctive white overalls worn by 
officers would be dropped. 

The crewsuit would be worn in 
action, in defence watches, by emer¬ 
gency parties, and by those who 
would normally wear coveralls or 
action working dress in the normal 
course of their duties. 

All the uniform changes 
will be incorporated into a 
new system of numbering, 
replacing the present system 
which was introduced more 
than 100 years ago. 

The new numbers will be intro¬ 
duced next year for both officers’ 
and ratings’ uniform and will range 
from 1A-C for ceremonial, 2A-C for 
evening dress, 3A-D for general 
duty, and 4A-C for action working 
dress. 

On the question of badges, it has 
been decided to end the anomaly by 
which the Royal Marines Globe and 
Laurel badge is worn by female rat¬ 
ings serving with RM units. From 
last December they have worn cap 
tallies in line with male ratings in 
RM units. However, the whole 
question of badges will be the sub¬ 
ject of a further study. 




Albania airlift saves 
freezing children 


Trainee 
deaths in 
diving 
exercises 

A TRAINEE diver has died 
after getting into trouble while 
practising a bottom search of 
nis ship, HMS Richmond. 

LWEM Lee Bunker (23) was 
under instruction with other 
trainee ship’s divers on March 5 
when he became separated and 
failed to surface. He was brought 
up unconscious by the standby 
diver. 

LWEM Bunker was taken to 
Queen Alexandra Hospital and 
later transferred to RN Hospital 
Haslar where he died on March 6 
without regaining consciousness. 

A Royal Marine collapsed and 
died of a heart attack during a 
training exercise in a swimming 
pool at the Commando Training 
Centre, Lympstone. 

Mne Nigel Foster (26) had been 
a member of the Corps for only 
four days before his death, after 
transferring from the RAF in 
which he had served for eight 
years. 

He died after a routine, super¬ 
vised exercise in which only strong 
swimmers are required to take 
part. Mne Foster was in the swim¬ 
ming pool and wearing 101b of kit 
at the time. It is understood he 
dropped his dummy weapon and 
had dived to retrieve it when he 
collapsed. 

A spokesman for the Marines at 
Lympstone said there had been no 
indication that Mne Foster had 
any heart problems. An internal 
inquiry was being held. 

• HMS Fearless’s Weapons 
Engineer Officer died of a sus¬ 
pected heart attack during the 
ship’s work-up at sea off Portland. 
Lt Cdr Brian McClenaghan (47), a 
married man, was taken to RN 
Hospital Haslar by Coastguard 
rescue helicopter, but was pro¬ 
nounced dead on arrival. 


CLOTHING, blankets, heaters and food collected by 849 Sqn B Flight have been flown to 
snow bound villages in Albania where children have been dying of hypothermia. 


Jutland man 
dies at 99 

FRANK Hatfield, the veter¬ 
an of Jutland who would 
have celebrated his 100th 
birthday on the 80th 
anniversary of the battle 
on May 31, has died aged 
99. 

Mr Hatfield joined the 
Navy in 1913 and three 
years later was a gunner in 
the battleship HMS 
Barham when the Grand 
Fleet was pitted against 
the German High Seas 
Fleet in the world’s great¬ 
est clash of dreadnoughts. 

He left the Navy after 23 
years’ service, but was 
called up again on the out¬ 
break of World War II. 

In 1942 he was in 
Singapore and helped to 
organise the evacuation of 
the naval dockyard there. 
He narrowly escaped cap¬ 
ture by the Japanese by 
embarking on a hazardous 
voyage to Ceylon in a 
trawler. 

Mr Hatfield was made an 
MBE and left the Navy In 
1945 as a senior commis¬ 
sioned boatswain. He was 
the oldest member of 
Exmouth branch of the 
Royal Naval Association. 


Moved by the plight of 
Bosnian waifs described by Lt 
Ronnie Biggs in a letter home, 
his mother began the collec¬ 
tion in her own village of 
Brentor near Tavistock. 

Commanding Officer of HMS 
Illustrious Capt Jonathan Band 
suggested delivering the aid pack¬ 
age to Albania instead, since 
Bosnia was relatively well off for 
charitable assistance - and it was 
passed on to HMS London, mak¬ 
ing a five-day goodwill visit to 
Durres (full story and pictures next 
month). 

Meanwhile Lt Tony Brooks, 
cycling across Asia in aid of the 
Salvation Army, has been “utterly 
overwhelmed” by the traditional 
Mulsim hospitality he has received 
as he battled through the six weeks 
of heavy snow that has blanketed 
much of Eastern Europe. 

Speaking to Navy News from 
Ankara, Turkey, some 2,800 miles 
into the odyssey he began in 
January, he said this had often 
threatened to slow him down more 
than the weather. 

“I've gone through villages 
where people have run out into the 
streets to offer me food - this has 
happened through Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey, 
and once you’ve stopped it’s diffi¬ 
cult to get away.” 

As Navy News went to press he 
expected to have reached Tabriz in 
Iran, from where he would move 
down to Teheran and on to 
Pakistan. 

From Pakistan he planned to 


Drugs hat-trick for Brave 

HMS BRAVE made her third major success in anti-drug opera¬ 
tions in the Caribbean last month, recovering bales of cocaine 
worth £10-15m at street prices from the sea where they were 
believed to have been dropped by aircraft to be picked up by traf¬ 
fickers. 

The bales were spotted by the Type 22 frigate’s Lynx helicopter. 

Commented Armed Forces Minister Nicholas Soames: “Once again 
vigilance and perseverance have paid off . . . my congratulations once 
more go to the Commanding Officer and crew.” 

“Brave work on a bold front” - see page 33. 


travel through China, spending 
next winter in Beijing before cross¬ 
ing Siberia to the Bering Strait in 
spring next year. 

Duke appeals 
lor Flight 

LT CDR THE DUKE of York 
launched a £3m appeal to save the 
Royal Navy Historic Flight last 
month - “so that we may never 
ever lose sight of the debt we owe 
and the sacrifice my service has 
had to pay in the defence of this 
country and freedom.” 

The Swordfish Heritage Trust, 
of which he is patron, needs 
£200,000 a year to keep its 
Swordfish and Firefly aircraft in 
the air. 

Officer dies 
in work-up 

HMS FEARLESS’s Weapons 
Engineer Officer died of a sus¬ 
pected heart attack during the 
ship’s work-up at sea off Portland. 
Lt Cdr Brian McClenaghan (47), a 
married man, was taken to RN 
Hospital Haslar by Coastguard 
rescue helicopter, but was pro¬ 
nounced dead on arrival. 

Dukes order 

YARROW have been awarded the 
contract to build the Navy’s next 
three Type 23 frigates - HMS 
Kent, St Albans and Portland. 


NAVY DAYS 

TWO of the Navy’s newest 
Type 23 frigates will star at 
Portsmouth Navy Days 
from May 25-27. Tel 01705 
722351 ext 24227 for fur¬ 
ther details. 



CASH PRIZES TO BE WON! 


Navy News 


MONTHLY QUIZ 

ENTRY FORM 


A specially devised Navy News Monthly Quiz is featured in the 
1996 Navy News Calendar. Readers of Navy News and users of 
the 1996 ‘Power of the Sea' Calendar are invited to take part in the 
Quiz with the winners receiving prizes donated by Navy News. 

Each monthly leaf of the 1996 Calendar poses a question, the 
answer to which is revealed by possessing a knowledge of naval 
matters or careful reading of the Navy News 1996 Calendar. Test 
yourself and pay careful attention to each calendar leaf! The 
questions will be reprinted in Navy News for the appropriate 
month; March (amended) and April questions shown here. 

Each monthly issue of Navy News throughout 1996 will contain an 
entry form for that month’s question. Use this coupon for March 
and April. 

DO NOT SEND YOUR ENTRY IN YET! 

When all twelve original entry forms have been completed, 
contestants should submit them together in one envelope to arrive 
at the offices of Navy News not later than 31 March 1997. 

Entries with all twelve correct answers will be entered in a prize 
draw conducted at Navy News offices in April 1997. Winners will 
be announced in the May 1997 issue of Navy News. The first name 
drawn will receive a prize of £300. There will be a prize of £100 
for the second name drawn and eight further consolation prizes of 
£25. 


March 96 Question 

Which was the first of 
the Royal Navy s 
nuclear powered ballistic 
missile submarines 0 

April 96 Question 

Who commanded the 
recorObreaKmg 
hovercraft tnals m the 
Baltic in 19<2 7 


Write v our answers here 


NAME ... 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 
TEL. NO. .. 

Ktrp thu coup*in m j %*fe pljcc until you have cdkctfd all t»f Uc 


> Judges decision will be final No correspondence will be entered into. Employees or relatives of 
Navy News staff are ineligible for this quiz. 
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